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DVERTISEMENT. 


A 
1 AM obliged: to Fortune, for the Pa: 
pers I now offer. to the Publick. t- 
tle imagined, when I bought an old Buroe, 
that I was purchaſing a Work of Fancy; 
for ſuch I muſt ſuſpect this little Work 
to be, though it contains many Incidents 
that bear ſo much the Appearance of Re- 
ality, that they might claim .fome Share, 
of our Belief, I have not been able, by 
any Enquiry, to find out the Author, or 
the Lady to whom it was addreſſed, bur I 
hope I ſhall not give Offence to either 
of them by the Publication ; for if the 
Story is fictitious, in all 1 it 
muſt have been deſigned for the Preſs, as 
it is unlikely any one ſhould put their In- 
vention on ſo laborious a Taſk, merely for 
their own Amuſement ; and if. the Story 
is real, it is pity Adventures ſo new and 
entertaining, ſhould be buried in Obli- 
vion, eſpecially, when they, and the Re- 
flections ſcattered throughout the Book, 
ate as well calculated for Inſtruction as 


Amuſement. 
The Author of David SIMPLE. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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* OUR Ladyſhip had little Compaſ- 


ſion either on yourſelf or me, when 


vou deſired me to write, you an exact Ac-- 


count of every Circumſtance of my Life, 
and even of my Thoughts, or you did not 
conſider the long Detail into which this 
Tead 'm a Detail tedious for you to 
read, and difficult for me to write. You ex- 


preſly deſire to know the Impreſſions I re- 


ceived from the firſt View of Cuſtoms. 
ſo unlike what I had ever ſeen, at a Time 
when they are become ſo familiar to me, 
that I almoſt forget many of them were 
ever otherwiſe. But your Commands can 


meet with nothing but an implicit Obedience 


from me; and when I mention the Diffi- 
culties which may occur in the Execution, 
it is not with a Deſign of diſputing them, 
but to excuſe my ill Performance of the 
Taſk. | 1 25 
You ſay I muſt firſt account for the Ig- 
norance in which I was educated. This is 
obliging me to trouble your Ladyſhip with 
more Adventures than my own; and is 
ſcarcely in order, ſince it makes me begin 
with the Relation of Circumſtances, with 
which I was not acquainted till a conſide- 
rable Time after my Hiſtory of myſelf 


will end. : 5 Ro 
OPHELIA 


* 


a CHAP; I. 


rr ather, whoſe Name was Le- 
N nox, was the Son of a Scotch 
N 57 Nobleman; his future Fortune 
depended on his riſe in the Ar- 
my, wherein he was only a Captain, when 
he Married his Colonel's Daughter: The 
Colonel was then in the laſt Stage of a Con- 
ſumption, of which he expired in leſs than 
two Months after his Daughters. Marriage; 
beſides her, he left another Daughter, and 
they equally ſhared four thouſand Pounds, 
which was his whole Fortune. My Father 
died in the third Year of his Marriage, 
leaving his Wife with Child of me: Her 
W B Grief 
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2 OPHELIA 


Grief. for the Loſs of her Huſband was ſo 
ber Friends feared it would prove 
fatal Both to her and myſelf; but a little 
before the uſual Time, I entered the World 
alive; contrary to their expectations; but 
my Mother expired before the — her 
Month. | 
My Fataer's Family were toe far off Low 
48%; the Place of m Birth, to think of ſo 
poor an Orphan as myſelf; for my Mother's 
Fortune was conſiderably impaired, and of 
her Side J had no near Relation but 
Aunt, to whoſe Care I naturally fell, and 
her Humanity readily undertook the Office, 
My Aunt was about twenty-two Years old; 
and was juſt then deſerted by an Officer with 
whom: every preliminary of Marriage was 
agreed, when her-Father's Death put a Stop 
to it, th he had a better Fortune than is 
common to Gentlemen of his Profeſlionz 
it then appeared that her Charms had leſs +! 
Influenced her Lover than the Hopes of ob- 
taining: Preferment by her Father's Intereſt, 
for in a feigned Obedience to a tended 
Command from an N he __ e off ** 
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. As. my Aunt had conſented: to Marry it in WI 
. compliance to her Father's Inclination more ſhe 
\ than with her own, her Indifference — yet 


. her ſufficient een ; her 
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OPHELIA. 3 
Behheldut flſed her with Contempt, and 
Independatice gave lter Pleaſure 3 but this 
bens not long umstefrupted z he had Beauty 
to excite Love, and tho' her Underſtanding 
was uncommonly good, it could not render 
her inſenſible to the Charms of a young 
Nobleman, who begame enamoured of her. 
A Woman's Heart. is never in ſo petilous a 
Situation, as when Vanity joins with a Lo- 
ver's Perſuaſions in attacking it. My Aunt 
at laſt grew ſo great a Slave to her Paſſion; 
that ſhe conſented to a private Marriage, 
which her Lover earneſtly intreated as, the 
only Means of ! reconciling: his impatient 
Fondneſd with the Fear of! his ther l 


An er. n 
3 their latriagel her Elusbend 


A in the Army, 8 with 
his Regiment im one (of the Amer Wiihds 5 


this gave my Aunt” rather \Pleafofs th 1 


Coneern While he Had his Coma 
could not tegret whit e left dena 
as he promiſed to dn her as his Wife "ich 
he had got ſo far out of the Obſfervation of 
hiv Further her oH UntulmefwAremoved, 
for kacwithiflanding Menareatd herſelf, chat 
WhHenaHer Nara dhe matie Püblie; 
ſhe Nodl@recover Bur laſted Reparation, 
ver, tho” blinded with IL te the wimeſt 
"oo of Infacaatioa , Nie! wili'tnbrtified at 
Dr. onA B 2 - the 
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the Wounds which preſent Secrecy made in 


her Character; I was the Partner of her 
8 and we arrived ſafe at our deſtined 


In this Place we ll ed dit 1 was te Tele 


| old; m my Aunt happy, that the ſole Endea- 


vour of her Life, which was t pleaſe” 2 
Husband, ſucceeded, ſo well A 

Paſſion was viſibly abated, yet ſtill he — 
Eaſy, good Humoured, and Affectionate; 


but one fatal Day deprived her of this Fe- 


licity. After receiving a Packet from Eng- 
=) ſhe perceived Th thougheful 1 
eaſy; fearing ſome Misfottune had befallen 
him, ſhe preſſed to know the Oxcaſion, but 
the more earneſtly ſhe Urged it, the more 
gloomy he appeared, Two or three Days 
pad in this Manner, which were moſtiaf- 

iRingto her, who only lived in his Smiles, 
The Secrecy he obſerved, made her appre- 
dend that che News particularly concerned 

herſelf, and | ing of his Heart by her 
own, imagined his great Pain was, how to 


impart it w her, and to ſupport her under 


it 3. 99 7 ey N17 well, es 
could bor wretched ; her Deſire of re- 


lieving 1 Uneaſfitieſs was greater than her 
Fear of any inpeeding Evil which her Ima- 
gination could repreſentʒ and finding ſome 


EI „ to come at the 
41 8 Knowledge 
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OPHELIA 5 
Knowledge of what he would not Diſcover, 
ſhe contrived to get at the Letters he had 
laſt received from England, happy in the 
Thoughts of putting an End to his Con- 
cern, by ſhewing him how. well ſhe could 


} fupport any Misfortune while bleſſed with 
his tender Regard, | | 4 


In this. Temper of Mind ſhe opened the 
only Letter he had not communicated: to 
her.; already prepared to acquaint him with 
the Effects of a Curioſity, which if ever it 
can be, was ſo in this Caſe, laudable; and 
to ſhew her Affection by her Courage and 
Compoſure'; but, what was her Surprize, 
when ſhe read the following Words. 


„% No not imagine I am going to re- 
4 proach the Man whoſe Perfidiouſneſs 
1 muſt ever deſpiſe; that Office I leave 
to your own Conſcience, which muſt long, 
3 © without myawakening it, have perform- 
ed this Duty, tho“ its Admonitions have 
„ had no effect on him who can break 
„ thrpugh all Ties, divine and human. I 
am above complaining of Injuries I can 
« avenge, and only write to inform you 
that 1 will acquaint your Father with our 
Marriage, and your ſubſequent Behauious, 
unleſs you, immediately, onthe Receipt af 
* this, declare it to him, and do me the 

888 B 3 ]uſtice 


1 


[| 6 O PHE LI A. 
« Tuſtice for which I patiently waited, till 


=_ - « your Neglect of me, and Attachment ta 

\ = * the Strumpet who now ſhares your Bed, 

* : changed all my Love into Rage and Re- 
. 


„with the Effects of your Father's Anger, 

| * his Pride cannot inflict any Thing ſo 
_ : ' «« cruel-25 your faithleſs Ingratitude has 
| „% made me ſuffer. My Character will be 
| | & cleared, and my Injuries revenged, which 
I 9 are the Wiſhes neareſt the . of your 
2 much injured. v avg 2 


Your Ladyſhip will eaſily believe chat no 
Diſtreſs could exceed what my Aunt felt at 
the peruſal of this fatal Letter. It was long 
before her Grief and Aſtoniſhm uld 
ſuffer her to ga through the Whole; fre- 


quently was ſhe obliged to leave off, and 


give vent to Paſſions which for ſomo Time 
rendered her unable to proceed, when every 


ierce her Soul. My Uncle: di 
ome the whole Day, and ſhe: employed 


Burſt of her Grief was abated, in obtaining 


. of Behaviour, which might conceal her 
knowledge of his Treachery, till ſhe coutd * 
the Anſwer to this Let- 


ter, 


= _ into her 


«.ſentment; - Think not to intimidate me 


the Time of his Abſence, after the firft 1 
'a Command over herſelf, and a Compoſure C 


Line ſeemed armed with freſh Daggers 1 
me 


OPHE LI A. 7 
ter, from whence ſhe ſhould more certainly 
judge of the Truth of the Affair. She 


was not long obliged to put this crucl Force 


upon herſelf ; a Ship was to fail for England 


in two Days, and the Diſpatches defigned 
to go by it, were to be ſent the Day before: 


My Aunt had laid her Plan, and it ſucceed- 
ed; but the Gratification of her Curioſity 
was to be always painful to her. With fzr 
different Sentiments from thoſe with which. 
ſne opened. the former Letter, ſhe now 
broke the Seal of her. Huſband's, though 
yet a Ray of Hope ſhone upon her afflicted 
Mind, and told her that poſſibly he might 
not be ſo guilty as the other had painted 
him; but this ſmall and flattering Conſola- 
tion was ſoon-extinguiſhed. by reading he 
4 ny which _ as ſollow. 


A N fo —_ Cruelty and 3 
dwell together? and can the una- 
6 «ble Conſequences of an afflicting 


LAbſence extinguiſh the remains of Love 


« jn that once fond Breaſt? my own Ruin 
I would Smile at, if it gave you Plea- 
„ ſure, did not yours depend upon it: 


Will you blaſt all my Endeavours towards: 


«* railing you to a ſplendid Fortune, by an 
0 — Diſcovery ?. I ſhall ſoon leave 
this Place; ſtay then my Angel but till 


B 4 | „% my 


8 OPHEL IA: 


« my return to Eugland, and I will acknow- 
« ledge you as the Choice of my Heart, 
* and my Intreaties, united with the Force 
„ of your Charms, ſhall make a haughty 
« Father confeſs you were made to adorn 
the Rank, which Avarice might wiſh to 
« refuſe you. That my Sincerity in one 


great Point may prove the Confidence 


« you. may venture to have in my Word; 
« I frankly confeſs, I have a Woman here, 
« but ſhe is only the Amuſement of my 
„idle Moments, while all my ſerious 
Hours are ſpent io lamenting your Ab- 
e ſence, and ſtudying your Advancement. 


*I cannot defend the inconſtancy of my 


Actions, but my Heart has never wa- 
« vered ; let Youth, and this forced Sepa- 
« ration from you, plead in my Favour, 
« and incline you to forgive the Man who 
« henceforward will live only for you, and 
Abe ever your moſt tenderly affectionate 
o Huſband, #431711 | 


CHAP. 
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Y Aunt now convinced of her Miſ- 
fortune, and ſpurred on by Reſent- 
ment, carried the two Letters to the Goe 
vernor, and threw; herſelf into his Protec- 


tion. As ſoon as her Huſband became ac- 


quainted with all that had paſt, he endea- 
voured to perſuade her that his Letter was 
framed to pacify a deſperate Woman, for 
whom he never had but a childiſh Fond- 


neſs, which ended with all his other boyiſſi 


Fancies, but that to gain his preſent Pur- 
poſe, he was reduced to profeſs to her the 
Sentiments he only retained for my Aunt; 
he aſſured her, that at his return to England 
he would have their Marriage ratified, and 
prove the other Woman's Claim Was not 
legal; of the Falſhood of this, his Letter 
was a ſufficient Teſtimony; my Aunt, 
though fhe had at firſt ſuffered the Impu- 
tation, could not bear the reality of Vices: 
ſhe abſolutely refuſed to return to a Houſe: 
where Virtue would no longer permit her 
to inhabit :: She demanded her Fortune and 
mine, which had been put into his Hands; 
but only five Hundred Pounds remained 
unſpent; that, by the Governor's Authority 
and Influence he was obliged to pay her. 
7 B 5 Wittr 


to OPHELIA: 


With this little Sum, my Aunt deter- 
mined to fly all human Kind; deprived of 
the Object of her Affections, her Peace, 
and Reputation, what Charms could the 
World have for her? She would relinquiſh 
all at once, and left the Country, with no 
Companion but myſelf, in ſearch of:'a Re- 
treat far from the Sight of human Kind. 
We landed in the Weſt; my Avbnt's roman- 
tic Deſpair led her into Wales, where ſhe 
found a ſmall Cottage ſituated on the Side 
of a Hill, commanding a | beautiful, though 
a wild and mountainous Proſpect; at the 
Foot of the Hill was a delightful Valley, to 
which, from our Cottage, we were led by a 
fine Grove of Trees; on. the Side of the 
Grove ran a clear Brook, + with ſeveral ſmall 
Caſcades intermixed, deſcending into the 
Valley, where it flowed in beautiful Mean- 
ders, till it loſt itſelf in a little Wood. 
This Place was too well ſuited to a love- 
Fick Deſpair not to excite my Aunt's Envy. 
She went to it, and found it inhabited by 
an old Man, and two young Women, his 
Daughters; ſhe offered him whatever Price 
he would require, if he could be tempted to 
ſell it. His Daughters preferring the hu-' 
man Species to the vegetable Creation, had, 
tor above a Year, been endeavouring to 


prevail on the old Man to leave a Cottage, 
i Which 
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whom ſhe was to receive the grateful Return 


OPHELIA. r 


which was ſituated above twenty Miles diſ- 
tant from any other Houſe; their Succeſs 
continued doubtful, when my Aunt's Offer 
added Weight to their Perſuaſions. That 


one Sound of a little more than the Value, 


will tempt an old Man to ſell every re- 
maining Bleſſing. Avarice in the Ule of 
Life abſorbs all other Paſſions; it is no 


Wonder, therefore, if ſo ſtrong a Motive, 


united with the earneſt Endeavours of the 
two Girls, procured my Aunt the Succeſs 
ſhe. wiſhed, The greateſt Part of our little 


Pittance was laid out in the Purchaſe of 
this Cottage, a Garden belonging to it, the 
adjacent Grove, all the Paſture Land, with. 


the Goats it fed, and ſome Poultry. My 
Aunt, beſides neceſſaries for herſelf and me, 


carried ſeveral Books, Materials for Writ- 


ing, and for various Kinds of Work. The 
Impatience of the old Man's Daughters 
conquered the tediouſneſs of Age, and my 
Aunt got into full Poſſeſſion of her little 
Purchaſe, without more Delay than was ne- 
ceſſary for her to learn to milk her Goats, 


and the other Parts of rural Buſineſs, ſo 


new to her. When the former Inhabitants 
left the Place, and my Aunt ſaw nothing. 
about her but the Animals to whom ſhe was 
to give her Care and Attendance, and from 


„ 
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1 OPHELIA. : 


of Support and Suſtenance, except myſelf, . 


then as ignorant of Evil, and almoſt as 
Dumb as they ; ſhe began to enjoy a great- 
er Compoſure of Spirits; Deſpair was 
ſoftened into Melancholy, and Air, Ex- 
erciſe, and all-healing Time, by De- 
grees alleviated her Sorrows, and at 
length raiſed her to Content and Tranquili- 
ty. My Aunt's firſt Amuſement was the 
adorning her Cottage; it was her laſt, like- 
wiſe, for ſhe was continually ornamenting 
it during the whole Time ſhe ſtayed there, 
taking Fleaſure in beautifying it, though no 
one was likely to behold either her or her 
'Habitation, The Care of my Education 
ſoon ſhared her Leiſure, and in Time be- 


came her principal Employment. But de- 


ſirous not to leſſen my Innocence and Sim- 
plicity while ſhe diſpelled my Ignorance, 
ſhe gave me no Account of the Manners 
and Cuſtdqns of a People with whom ſhe 
hoped I ſhould never have any Intercourſe; 
The Books ſhe had brought into Wales were 
chiefly Books of Divinity, and ſuch Hiſto-- 
ries as ſerved to enlarge and inſtruct. the 


Mind of the Reader, without informing - 


him of the exiſtence of Vices, which a pure 
Imagination, untaught by Obſervation and 


Experience, cannot repreſent to itſelf. My: 
Aunt ſo artfully. diverſified my Employ-i 


ments, 


* 
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OPHELIA. 13 
ments, that fond as I was of Reading, I had 


not peruſed all her little Library when I left 


this Solitude, where I could for ever have 
contentedly remained, My. Aunt's tender 
Affection, and reaſonable Indulgence, filled 
my Heart and ſatisfied my Deſires We 
made our Nights very ſhort, and yet our 
Days were never too long. The vernal 
Beauties of the finer Seaſons charmed our 
Eyes, the tuneful Choir of Birds enchanted 
our Ears, and both united to raiſe our Con- 
templations to their Creator; we were grate- 
ful for general Bleſſings, not leſs eſteemed 
by us for being common to all Mankind, 
we wanted no partial Favours; we ſaw 
much to admire, much to rejoice in, and 
nothing to envy, FLIES 


ang ws 

N this happy Tranquility I lived with 
my Aunt, till one Evening that we 

were juſt returned from walking by our 


little Brook, and admiring the Reflexion of 
the Moon, then at the full, and which 


ſhining on the Water, a new Heaven in its 


fair Boſom ſhew'd. Before we entered the 
Houſe we were greatly aſtoniſhed to hear a 
human Voice, a Sound ſo ſtrange 2 


14 O0PHE LI A. 


that we could not ſufficiently recover our 
Surprize to, return an Anſwer to the Call; 
nor was our Wonder abated at ſeeing our- 
ſelves accoſted by a young Gentleman 
whoſe Cloaths outſhone the gentle Luſtre * 
of the Moon, at leaſt to Eyes ſo unaccuſ- 
tomed as mine to any but the plaineſt Dreſs. 
At firſt, Surprize had fixed me to the 
Ground, but as I began to recover from the 
ſudden Impreſſion, the firſt Effect of my 
abated Fear was to fly from this ſtrange 
Phantom, for ſuch it appeared to me. I 
was directing my trembling Steps to the 
Houſe, when the Stranger, with Accents of 
the greateſt Earneſtneſs and Diſtreſs, cried 
out, ſtay ! beauteous Angel, ſtay! Whether 
the Harmony of his Voice, or the Sweetneſs 
of the flattering Appellation was moſt pow- 
erfut I know not, but my Feet flackened 
their Pace, and looking round, I ſaw him 
bending towards me in the moſt ſuppliant 
| Poſture, with Geſtures, which I thought 
almoſt prophane to addreſs to a Mortal 
Being, yet was the Humility not diſpleaſing.. 
The Moon ſhone-full upon him, and was 
bright enough to ſhew me & Face, which, 
notwithſtanding female Vanity, the only \ 
innate Principle for which J contend, 
feemed to me far more beautiful than my 
own; a tranſcendency that before 1 could 
" 4 | 5 
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OPHELIA | 2 
not conceive, . had no Op pportuplty 
of comparing myſelf with any Thing but 
my Aunt's faded Charms, worn with Age, 
and blaſted by Misfortunes. Nor was my 
admiration confined to the Stranger's Coun- 


tehnance; in his Perſbn appeared that ele- 


gant Proportion, that Delicacy, blended 


i Fich Digdity, of which the Mind can Jud oe 


without Rule or Compariſon. It is not 
ſurprizing that, as J had never ſeen any of 
my own Species but my Aunt, and a few, 
Times an old Man who had been at our, 
Houſe, on Occaſions neceſſary to our rural 
Life, 1 ſhould be firuck with Beauty which, 
I have not ſeen equalled ſince 1 lived in the 
midſt of Mankind, and which had no bad 
Foll in the 'harſh Groteſ ue Features of a 
Swiſs Attendant, who at that Time accom- 
panied him. My Aunt, with a Politeneſs, 


ill agreeing with our rural Appearance, ad- 
dreſſed the Stranger, who informed us, that 


** having made a Viſit to an Acquaintance 
* on the Borders of Wales, the Face of the 
* Country had fo charmed him, by its 
«© wild and natural Beauties, that he had 
been tempted to ſpend a little Time in 
viewing more of it; accordingly he left 
© his Friend's Houſe two Days before, and 
„ travelled where his Fancy led him, with- 
out having been under any Difficulty for 

neceſſary 
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« neceſſary Accommodations till then. Fine 
„Woods and winding Rivers, had at- 


“ trated him to ſome Diſtance from the 
* Road, and he had purſued the Way 


„ thoſe Beauties led him, without having, 


| « ſeen even an inhabited Hut ſince Morn- 
«* ing ; but had not till then given up the 
« =Expectation; when: finding that in an 


« extenſive Proſpect his Eye could diſcover - 


„* no Houſe but ours, he was induced to 
« apply to our Hoſpitality for a little Re- 
A freſhment, not imagining that by doing 
« ſo, he ſhould behold Charms: that not 


& only ſurpaſſed all the rural Beauties which 


« had captivated his Fancy, but the moſt 
« admirable Part of the Creation ; ſuch as. 
« muſt for ever make him forget that Wales 


or even the World, contained any other 


« Treaſure. | | 
; Flattery was ſo new to me, that I did not 
underſtand myſelf to be the Treaſure he 
meant, though his Eyes, which ſpoke Na- 


ture's Language, an univerſal Dialect where-, 
in even the Savage can want no Inſtruction, 
told his Admiration in terms more intelligi · 
ble to ſimple Nature's Scholar; but my 


Aunt's Care informed me of the full Ex- 
tent of his Expreſſions ; no uncommon Ef- 
fect of Prudery, which often diſcovers. more 


than the moſt conſummate Aſſurance, With 
| — 
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a look of Indignation ; * fye, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
© can you expect Hoſpitality from us, 


% 


When you, with more than ſavage Cru- 


«* elty endeavour to pervert with pernici- 
e ous Flattery, a Mind hitherto Educated 
* © in Purity and Truth?“ 
This Rebuke, and the Stranger's De- 
fence of himſelf, which greatly increaſed » 
> the Crime laid to his Charge; for it was 
only begging Pardon for the ſudden Effect 
made on his Senſes by the moſt ſtriking + 
Beauty he had ever beheld, left me no long- 
er in Doubt for the Application of his Com- 
pliment: But J could nat find in myſelf any 
Sparks of my Aunt's Reſentment ; her's 
however, was pacified by the Gentleman's 
Aſſurances of reſtraining his Sentiments 
within the Bounds of Silence; and after 
many Intreaties, in which I at laſt joined, 
ſurprized to find Moroſeneſs and want of 
Benevolence in a Temper which J before 
thought all Gentleneſs, Love, and Com- 
p paſſion, ſhe was prevailed upon to admit 
the Stranger into our Cottage. 
lf he was fo ſuſceptible of Wonder, 
r ſurprized at the Sight of a pretty 
Woman, it is not extraordinary that he 
ould be very ſincerely Aſtoniſhed at en- 
Wering a little Hovel, and finding in it neat 
FKooms,' furniſhed with the greateſt Ele- 
| gance 
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gance, and fa much in Character that even 
the Embroidery of the Chairs, Curtains, 
Bed, Sc. was in a rural Taſte; and every 
part of the Houſe ornamented with Things 


for which we had been indebted purely to 


Nature, and ſo peculiarly diſpoſed as as to ex- 


cel all the Efforts of Art; nor had the out- 


fide of the Houſe, the Garden, and the 
reſt of our little Territory been neglected. 

The Stranger, to whom, I think, 1 muſt, to 
avoid circumlocution, already give his Title, 


and call him Lord Dorcbeſter, though I knew : 
it hot at that Time, was amazed beyond 


Deſcription, on entering the Houſe. He 
began by an Exclamation which made my 
Aunt. fmile, and I found ſhe did not thin 
Compliments ſo dangerous:when applied 


herſelf; as when her darling Neice was the 1 


Subject of them. But I maſt do her the 


Juſtice to own that the more Places I have [ 
ſeen which the Art of Man has been ex- 


4 
A 5 
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hauſted to adorn, the more I am convinced | 


that, on this Subject, no 


Expreffions could 


exceed what her Ingenuity juſtly deſerved. | 
Sallads, Milk, and Eggs, were all our 
Houſe afforded ; thefe we ſet before our 
Gueſt with aCleanlineſs and Simplicity, the 
Novelty of which delighted him, and 
with Truth he declazed that the Whiteneſs 


of our Wooden Bowls and Platters ſcarcely 3 
were 
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upon, were in his Opinion far 
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were excelled. by the Linen they were 
eferable to 
Silver or- China. The ſame Compliment 
he made a0 the freſhneſs and ſweetneſs of 
our Fare, of which, though he might well 
be ſuppoſed Hungry, we could not for a 
long Time ger him to Faſte, his Attention 
was ſo entirely engroſſed by all the Wonders 


as he expreſſed it, around him. He aſked 


us ſome Queſtions. concerning our way of 
Life; I was ſo ſtruck withthe Novelty of the 
Adventure, and ſo abaſhed with the Pre- 
ſence of a Stranger, and his continual ga- 
zing at me, that I was quite dumb, but 
my Aunt freely anſwered him; and as our 
Actions were too Innocent to require Con- 
cealment, che received full Satisfaction. He 


made my Aunt ſome Compliments on her 


good Senſe and Reaſon, declared the Ad- 
miration her way of Life had excited in 
him; and, added with a Smile, that if ſne 
would excuſe him, he muſt juſt obſerve 

that. ſhe had: abated his A ſtoniſnment, at 
finding - fuoh a heavenhy Form in that 
Place, ſince he now underſtood her Neice 
to be no more than one might expect; for, 
from angelie Food, an angelic Life, an- 
gelic Innocence, and the wiſe and virtuous 
Inſtructions of a Parent of more than hu- 
man Underſtanding and Conduct, — 
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could leſs Excellence be expected. He found 
that the uniting my Aunt in his Compli- 
ment would not excuſe it; ſhe knit her 
Brow, and awed him with Silence on that 
Subject; but his Eyes became ſo muck 
more eloquent for the Reſtraint laid on his 
Tongue, that my Confuſion was imex- 
T N en 

His Curioſity was ſo happily tempered 
with Politeneſs, that though he at laſt en- 
quired, how a Perſon, whoſe Qualificati- 
ons ſhewed her to have been bred where 
every improvement of Taſte and Under- 
ſtandipg was to be acquired, firſt came 
fixed in ſuch a Solitude, fo little Imperti- 
nence appeared in the Requeſt, that my 
Aunt, though ſhe concealed the Circum- 
ſtances, gave him ſuch a general. Account, 


as ſerved at leaſt to quiet his Cunaſity.. The 


greateſt Part of the Night was ſpent in 
Converſation ; but, at length, my Aunt, in 
Com 
undergone, offered him our Bed, the only 


one our Cottage contained; but he inſiſted 


on our keeping it, and aſſuring us he could 
ſufficiently repoſe himſelf on a Couch that 


ſtood in the Room where we then were; 


we left him to his reſt. 


bs CHAP. 


paſſion for the. Fatigue her Gueſt had 
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4 A x T ER. a ſhert Sleep, ade to our 


Morning's Employments, we found 
d Dordbefter up before us, and em 
ployed in examining qur Library. 

My Aunt expreſſed. her Concern: at not 
having had ſufficient Conveniencies to af- 
ford bis Lordſhip the neceſſary Refreſh- 
ment the Night . he aſſured her, 
« That was not the Reaſon of her finding 
« him waking g. but that his Spirits were 
<« ſo agitated with Surprize and Pleaſure, 
«. ariſing from ſo extraordinary an Adven- 
ture, as he eſteemed the finding two Per- 
640 ſons, hom his Imagination continually 
e repreſented as the Divinities preſiding 
« over. that charming Country, that he 
had not been able to compoſe himſelf 
&©& to Reſt: Adding that, at the Dawn 
« of Day, he aroſe to admire new Won- 
ders, which he muſt call ſo valuable a 
6 Collection of Books, whoſe Merit made 
« up for the ſmallneſs of their Number, 
« but more ſtill the Extracts from, and 
<« the Obſervations upon them, which he 
10 imagined were done by me, from ſome 
little Corrections in another fine Hand, 
JF © which ſeemed to have been the Model 
1 0 
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« of that wherein thoſe Tranſcripts and 
« Obſervations were writtdn.” The Con- 
fuſion this gave me, ſeverely puniſhed my 
Negligence, in not having removed my 
 miferable Performances ihtd another Room. 
He ſoon made us ufiderſtand by. ſome po- 
lite Compliments, that he had examined 
mito all Te” Papers, -arfibrig Which were 
many ſhott Efſays on Subjects my Aunt 
had given me as Exerciſes for my under- 
ſtanding, and ſeveral Things of that ſort 
which had ſerved as' a profitable Employ- 
— or 48 an Amaſement for dür leiſure 
ours. ? 
His Lordſhip defired we #1 permit 
him to accompany us in the Buſineſs which 
called for our Attendance at that Time. 
He went with us to our Goats; our Poul- 
try, and through all our Domeſtick Cites, 
We then ſhewed him our Garden, Grove, 
c. The Elegante and Order with which F 
they were difpoſed, charmed him as much 
as the Ingenuity that adorned them. The 
Seats, the Bowers, the ruſtick Ornaments 


at the Outfide of the Houſe, excited hi- 


Admiration: At our Return, he begged | 
Leave to ſtay with us till the next Day, | 
that he might have Time © to come a 
* little to his is Senſes, for that he could $ 


w©AdLS TS 0 e—_M@_—_”TrT.” 


OPHELIA. 24 


“ ſcarcely believe all he had ſen was 


* * any thing but Enchantment.” 
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My Aunt had preſerved ſo much of her 
Reſentment againſt the Sex, and was ſo 
greatly alarmed at every Hour I ſpent 
with one ſo amiable, that he could ob- 
rain no other Permiſſion than what he 
might gather from her Silence. He put 
kis own Conſtruction upòn it, and then 
acted accordingly. My Baſhfulneſs wear- 
ing off by Degrees, during the Courfe of 
that Day, I got Courage to join in the 
Converſation, and, muſt confeſs, I never 


| thought the Gift of Speech, - peculiarly be- 


ſtowed on Man, ſo great a Bleſſing. My 
Aunt, notwithſtanding all her Prejudices, 
I could ſee was pleaſed with onr Gueſt; 

his Juſtneſs of Thought, his Elegance of 
Expreſſion, and the Livelineſs'of his Ima- 


gination, afforded us the higheſt Enter- 


tainment. I: have ſince been told, that 


my Aunt would not ſuffer him to ſtay, 


but on Condition, that he ſhould lay no- 


| thing which might tend to leſſen my ig- 
norant Simplicity, having taken an Oppor- 


tunity upon my leaving the Room of ac- 
quainting him with her Reaſons for bring- 
g me up 


Evil, which ſhe hoped would never be 
dſpelled. 


He then repreſented to her, 
the 


in a happy Ignorance of 


— a te 
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the Impoſſibility of my continuing my 
« whole Life in that Solitude, unleſs, con- 
* trary to the Courſe of Nature, I ſhould *: 
“ die before her; urged the Cruelty of 
« ſecluding me from the Pleaſures I might 
4 enjoy, and from the univerſal Adora- 
tion to which my Perſon,” he was 
pleaſed to ſay, intitled me, and to 
<« ſtrengthen his Arguments, offered. my 
% Aunt any ' Aſſiſtance of Fortune, if 
Want of it had been her Inducement 
for flying from Mankind.” She replied, 
« that was a Generoſity for which ſuch 
„ Simplicity as mine, might thank him, 
4 but a Perſon as well acquainted with the 
« World as herſelf, would doubt what 
% Gratitude it deſerved, but muſt refuſe 
it without Heſitation.“ Of this Con- 
verſation I could not then have the leaſt 
Suſpicion, and ſo well did he obey the 
Inſtructions he had received, that I got 
no Knowledge, though much Amuſement, 
by his Stay with us. At Night he again 
took up with his Couch; and if the De- 
jection which appeared in his Countenance 
the next Day might be believed, he had 
not enjoyed more Reſt on it, than the 
Night before; but finding it improper to 
intrude himſelf any longer upon us, 
about Noon he took his Leave, gy" 
often 
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often attempted before he could execute 
and, at laſt, he could not do it without the 
greateſt Appearance of Force on. his Incli- 
nations. At parting, he laid aſide his Fear 
of my Aunt's Anger, and took ſo tender 
a Farewell of me, mixing ſuch very high 
Flattery, with his affectionate Expreſſions, 
as then rendered me incapable of. return- 
ing any Anſwer; and now prevents my 
repeating them, * While he regretted be- 
ing obliged to bid me eternally. adieu, a 
few Tears ſtole down his Face, and melted 
me ſo much, that I was almoſt ready to 
> accompany them with ſome of mine. He 
looked back till Diſtance deprived us of 
each other's Sight. I grew penſive ; and I 
remember my Aunt ſeemed diſturbed at it. 
She endeavoured to amuſe my Thoughts, 
but they were entirely engroſſed by the 
Stranger: Whatever Subject ſne began, 
the Converſation was immediately turned 
to him. J own ͤ my former Amuſements 
became leſs pleaſing to me; I found leſs 
Attention to what I read, leſs Joy in the 
vernal Beauties which before delighted me, 
and innocently told my Aunt the Change 
I felt ; who with a Melancholy, though a 
gentle forgiving Air, ſaid, ** ſhe perceiv- 
ed her Company was not ſo ſufficient to 
« my Happineſs, as mine was to hers.” 
Vor. J. BY This 


26 OPHELIA 


This kind Reproach had the deſigned Ef- ' 
fect, it firſt rendered me ſilent on the Sub- 11 
je, and making me think myſelf ungrate- K «© 
ful in not returning an equal Affection, I © F 
took my Heart ſo ſeverely to taſk, that I 
' conquered, or thought I had conquered, 
this ſudden Attachment, and was reſtored 
to my Tranquility, enjoying all the Charms 
of our Solitude, in leſs than two Months 
after Lord Dorcbeſters Departure. This 
Victory was uſeleſs, for my Deſtiny had 
decreed that I ſhould not abide there 


much longer. 
| a 8 
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N the Evening of a very hot Day I 

accompanied my Aunt to a Seat we 
had placed under the ſpreading Shade of a 
venerable Oak. The freſhneſs of the Air 
made us unwilling to leave it, and with no 
other Light than what the twinkling Stars 
afforded we ſat ſinging of Hymns, in- 
ſpired by true Gratitude for the Bleſſings we 
njoyed; when ſuddenly we were ſurprized 
ith<he Sound of the trampling of Horſes 
my Aunt immediately ſhrieked out, caught 


my Hand, and we were running with our 
utmoſt 
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utmoſt Speed to our Cottage, when I felt 
ſome one ſeize me, but it was too dark to 
diſtinguiſh the Face of the Perſon. My 
poor Aunt kept faſt hold of me; begged, 
intreated, and uſed every Argument to 
prevail on him to let me go; we both 
kneeled to him, ſhe beſeeching his Com- 
paſſion, I joining in the ſuppliant Poſture ; 
but more frighted with the Terror in which 


I ſaw her, than with any Danger I could 
* apprehend, had not power to ſpeak ; and 


was greatly ſurprized to hear her Addreſs 


him as our late Gueſt, reproaching him 
with Cruelty, Ingratitude, and the greateſt 
XZ Breach of Hoſpitality in thus returning the 
Reception we had given him. I could not 

imagine how ſhe could ſuſpe&t him of an 


Action that deſerved ſuch Imputations ; I 
thought it impoſſible he ſhould be guilty of 


j any bad Thing, or that he who ſeemed to 


have! conceived. a greater Affection for me, 


than Icould account for, in ſo ſhort a Time, 
ſhould wiſh to do me ſo irreparable an In- 
Pury as ſeperating me from my beloved and 
render Aunt, which 1 now found was the 


Intention of the Perſon who held me. She 
as ſince ſaid that ſhe perceived Lord Dor- 
beſter's Paſſion for me to be ſo violent, that 
From the Time of his Departure ſhe had 
Peen apprehenſive of ſome ill Effects from 
5 C 2 | it 
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i and had never got a Dread off her Spi- 
ity; this made her immediately attribute 
— K ent Attempt to him. But how 
could I, ignorant of the Force of an unruly 
Paſſion, ſuſpect it! My Aunt's Reſiſtance and 
mine no longer availed than till another 


Perſon came up, who forced her to let me 
go, and, notwithſtanding the Exclamations 
of Fear and Diſtreſs which we both uttered, 


one of them took me in his Arms, and ſet- 


ting me before him on Horſeback, rode 


away as faſt as the Intricacy of the Way 
would permit him. 

At. firſt my Terror rendered me almoſt 
ſenſeleſs; I was frighted without knowing 
what I feared, I had indeed read of Mur- 
ders, but then Ambition had been the In- 
ducement: What had I to tempt any one 
to rob me of my Life? Such Wickedneſs 
could not be perpetrated without Tempta- 
tion or Refentment. My Life had injured 
no one, nor could my Death be of any Be- 
nefit to them; therefore I could not appre- 
hend being murdered ; but my Ignorance 


of the Nature of the Dangers which threat- 1 


ened me, gave no Eaſe to my Mind. A 


Pannic is ſtronger than a reaſonable Fear, 
and ſuch mine was. After a Time, Grief * 
ſucceeded to Terror, and then I found ſome 4 
relief ' from Tears. The Misfortune of be- 


ing 
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ing ſeparated from my beloved Aunt, of 
loſling the Pleaſures of her ſweet Indul- 
gence and tender Affection, was more than 
muy Heart had Fortitude to ſupport; and 
bow was my Affliction imbittered, when I 
* Treflefteq on what ſhe would ſuffer, deprived 
of her only Companion, the Object of her 
Cove and Care; and anxious for the Fate 


olf all that was dear to her on Earth! I wept 
ber Sorrow, I wept my own 2 Fate, 
in an exceſs ſo ſuitable to the Occalion, that 
+ Bl when Day-light diſpelled a little of the 
Terrors of my Situation, I was ſcarcely able 
to receive any advantage from it, being al- 


t moſt blinded with my Tears. And it was 
z more from the Sound of a Voice once ſo 
- = plealing to me, than from any Diſtinction 
- my Eyes could make, that I perceived I 


was accoſted by Lord Dorcheſter, who ad- 

dreſſed me with every Expreſſion of Kind- 
gneſs and Hymility. The harſh Notes of a © 

croaking Raven could not have been ſo 
grateing to my Ears, as the Voice I before 
thoyght ſo harmonious. | 
I cauld not but greatly have reſented the 
Injury done me, had it been by a perfect 
Stranger; but my Anger was much encreaſ- 
ed, when I found the Injurer was one who 
had worn the Maſk of a peculiar Regard. 
[Hypocriſy was a Crime of which 1 had 

« GY © "never: 
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never heard ; this was my firſt acquaintance 
mg Deceit; and Hatred ſprung up with 
t. | | 5 

I was angry with myſelf for having ever 
conceived a favourable Impreſſion of ſuch a 


Wretch ; and although this was, I believe, 


the firſt Paſſion 1 had ever been in, it had 
none of the Weakneſs of a new Emotion. 
A Perſon bred up in the continual Exercife 
of her Rage could not have expreſſed her- 
felf more ftrongly than I did to his Lord- 
ſhip, who endeavoured to ſoothe and pa- 
cify me, and he ſo far ſucceeded, that I loſt 
all Utterance, from the Violence of my 
Tears: He ſeemetl to feel my Sorrow, and 
wept with me. Ithen hoped Compaſſion had 
melted him, and ſeized the favourable Mo- 


ment (as I thought it) to prevail on him to re- 


ſtore me to my afflicted Aunt: It appeared 
to me impoſſible that an Heart where Pi 
had ever dwelt, could refuſe my Requeſt; 
the ardent Deſire of obtaining it, the Exceſs 
of my Sorrow and Deſpair, made me elo- 
quent; I beſeeched, as a Favour, what with- 
out the higheſt Cruelty and Injuſtice could 
not be denied me, and all the Reſentment 


of an injured Perſon was loſt in the Humi- 


lity of the aficted Suppliant. 
0 BE 1 I 
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I painted my Wretehedneſs in ſuch ſtrong 
Colours, that I at laſt became dumb with 
Horror at the melancholy Proſpect ; but 
yet, ſo little did it avail that I could not 
obtain one flattering Hope of being car- 
ried back, 1 could perceive he was ex- 
tremely agitated, which made me conti- 
nue my Intreaties, as long as I was able; 
but when [I ſtopped, I learnt the little Suc- 


, | ceſs they had, by his crying out, oh! my 


* faireſt, my lovely Ophelia ! ceaſe to diſ- 
e treſs the fondeſt Heart that ever was 
* contained in a human Breaſt, by aſking 
« what it muſt refuſe you: With what 
« Joy could I comply with any Requeſt 
« that did not deprivg me of you! Aſk my- 
« Fortune, my Life, any thing but your- 
« ſelf, and it ſhall be yours: Could I have 
« ſupported Life without you, I would 
* have forborn this Violence. Your Hap- 
“ pineſs ſhall be all my Care, believe me 
* my deareſt Ange]; though your pre- 
&© ſence is more neceſſary to my Exiſtence 
than the Light of the Sun; yet would 
* I reſtore you to your Aunt, was F not 
« ſure that in a little Time you would 
* confeſs yourſelf happier with me, than 
in the dull Solitude from whence I have 
brought you, to introduce you into a 

G 4 Variety 
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« Variety of lively and inchanting Plea- 
« ſures.” 


« I know not your Pleaſures, nor your 


« Cuſtoms,” I anſwered, ** in my little 


% Cottage were all my Deſires gratified ; 


« and can I think that Man wiſhes me 


« happy, who tears me from every Jo 
« on Earth. My dear Aunt's tender Good- 


« neſs and faithful Friendſhip, is a Bleſſing 


« nothing can equal. You would per- 
* ſuade me that you have ſome Affection 
« for me; are the greateſt Injuries Proofs 
©« of Love? Does your Affection lead you 
<« to afflit the Object of it? When you 


* reſtore me to my Cottage, I will believe 
am not hateful to you; this is the 
« only Way you can convince me. If my 
Heart was capable of feeling Hatred, [ 
could not wiſh to torment the Obj 

of itz nay, even you, whom I deteſt, I 
would ſooner defend from Pain than in- 
« flift it, had I the Power over you which 


6c you have unjuſtly aſſumed over me: 
« Can you be ſo different then, as to 
« wiſh me Miſerable, who never offended 


« you? Who would not if I could.“ 
7 


Tears would not ſuffer me to pro- 


ceed, nor could Lord Dorchefter's kindeſt 
Aſſurances, and moft ardent Vows afford 
me the leaſt Conſolation, After travelling 


- half 
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half the Day in this uneaſy manner, we 
came to a beaten Road, where there ſtood 
a ſmall Hut, as I thought, with two 
Horſes faſtened to it ; into this, they put 
me; I had obſerved, that the Outſide was 
fine and gay; very different from the lit- 
Z tle Hovels I had ſecn; The Inſide like- 
Z wiſe was neat and pretty, but ſeemed 
better calculated for Beauty than Conveni- 
ence ; for there was but juſt Room for us to 
fit. I did not envy the Owner his gaudy 
Habication, which I imagined muſt be 
very uncomfortable to liye in; when to 
my great Amazement I felt it move very 
= ſwiftly, My Fright would have proved 
very dangerous to me, had not Lord Dor- 
X 6beer's Care prevented the Effects of it; 
for the Exceſs of my Surprize and Fear, 
made me attempt to get out at the Win- 
dow; but his Lordſhip held me faſt, till 
de reaſoned me into Compoſure on that 
Account, explaining the Structure and De- 
ſign of ſuch Vehicles, as well as their 
Safety. Though my Body had ſuffered 
too much from the Agitation of my Mind, 
to feel Eaſe from any thing at that Time, 
yet, I ſoon after grew perfectly well recon- 
ciled to this moſt agreeable Invention of 
IX the Luxurious: I did not immediately 
proceed far in it; for at Night, my Lord 
6 C 5 found 


2 2 wo 0 


found me ſo much difordered, that he de- 
clared, he would remain at the Cottage, 
where, for Want of better Accommoda- 
tion, we were obliged to ſtop, till I ſhould 
be more able to proſecute my Journey. 


: 
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CHAP VI. 


HE Day after our Arrival at the 
| Cottage, inſtead 'of being refreſhed, 
I appeared in a high Fever, which in a 
tew Days increaſed to ſo great a Degree, 
as made me expect from the quiet Hand 
of Death, a Releaſe from all my Troubles. 

was too unhappy to be afflicted at this 
Expectation. Grief for what 1 had loſt, 
— Fear for what might enſue, fortified 
my Mind. Can the Wretched behold the 
Grave with Terror? that eternal Sleep 
from which no worldly Troubles can 
awaken them? that ſecure Aſylum from 
the Injuries of Man, and the Frailty of 


their own Nature! In this pleaſing Light; 


then beheld it. Lotd Dorcheſter was dif- 
ferently affected, he ſeemed to ſuffer from 
Anxiety, more than I did from Sickneſs, 
He was ſcarcely out of my Chamber, and 
attended me with a watchful Care, a _ 
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der Attention, which appeared far above 
the honeſt good - natured Humanity of the 
poor Cottager's Wife, If I was worſe than 
common, it was more viſible in his Coun- 
tenance, than in mine. One would have 
thought his Exiſtence depended on my 
Life. The leaſt Amendment in me, raiſed 
him from a Deſpair, which again returned 
when the favourable Symptoms vaniſhed. 
Conſcious, that the Seat of my Diſtemper 
was in my Mind, he endeavoured to calm 
my Spirits, by promiſing, that, if after 
« a Year's Stay, in England, I ſtill pre- 
e ferred my little Solitude, he would re- 
« ſtore me to the Aunt, whoſe Loſs I 
„ lamented.” 1 thought myſelf ſo cer- 


tain of a ſpeedy Releaſe from a World 


with which my firſt Affliction had diſ- 
guſted me, as is common in the petulant 
Impatience of Youth yet unbroken by 


the Reverſes of Fortune, that I believed 


this Conſolation came to late, and relieved 
from my Fears, by my Expectation of an 
approaching End, I grew more eaſy, and 
had Leiſure to attend to the apparent Signs 
of Lord Dorcheſter's tender Anxiety. Tho? 
J could not comprehend how a ſtrong Af- 
tection ſhould grow in ſo ſhort a Time, 
nor how ſuch cruel Effects could be pro- 


"2X duced by Love, yet I began to feel ſome 


Compaſſion 


7 


Compaſſion for his Affliction; I ſaw him 
ſuffer ſo much, that I almoſt forgot he 
had been the Occaſion of my Diſtreſs. 
Even my Reſentment was weakened by 
Sickneſs, My moſt turbulent Paſſions 
ſeemed buried in the Grave before me. His 
Sorrow, his paſſionate Lamentations, his 
tender Agonies aud bitter Remorſe, melted 
Heart ſoftened by the general Decay of 
Nature, and believing my own Pains near 
their End, I pitied his, which appeared 
then more acute, and likely to be more 
laſting. Every Look, every Word, and 
Action expreſſed his Love in ſuch legible 
Characters, that I ſometimes was ready 
ta believe his Profeſſions, though I thought 
his Affection muſt be of a ſtrange contra- 


dictory Nature. But if all his Care and 
Tenderneſs 8 from a Return 


to Humanity, of which his firſt Action 
declared him at that Time void, I could 
not help owning to myſelf I never before 
ſaw that Virtue * ſo very amiable. 
A Fortnight paſſed before my Fever be- 
gan to abate, and it left me ſo very weak 
and low, that I thought myſelf neareſt 

eath, when I really was out of all Dan- 
er of dying. Above a Month more, was 
pent in * me to ſufficient Health 
and Spirits, to proceed on my Journey by 
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gentle Stages. The natural Strength of 
my Spirits and Nerves, which had then 
never felt any of the Diſorders, that, in a 
Degree, affi&t almoſt Every Conſtitution 
in this Country, and by which, even mine 
has ſuffered fince, returning, I bid adieu 
to my native Simplicity of Life. Theſe na · 
tural Spirits, with the Turn of Thoughts 
my Sickneſs had given, as I have alread 
mentioned, which had rendered me liable 
to receive tender Impreſſions from my 
Lord's. affectionate Attentions, together 
with his Promiſe of ſuffering me to re- 
turn to my Cottage in a ſtated Time, for 
I could not doubt but I ſhould chuſe to 
do ſo, greatly abated my Affliction, and I 
became capable of converſing with tolera- 
ble Eaſe, though my Heart was ſtill op- 
preſſed with Sorrow. 

The Evening of the Day we left the 
Cottage was come, before we ſaw any 
Houſe of more noble Structure than that 
which had laſt harboured us. The firſt 


we drove by, appeared to me a moſt ſtu- 
ndous Building, though I have ſince 
nt it was but a moderate ſized Houſe z 
and before Night, we ſtopped, at what I 
thought a ſumptuous Palace. The Hoſ- 
pitality of the - Inhabitants charmed _ 
ey 
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they received us at their Door, and Plea- 
ſure ſat on their Countenances ; all their 
Words expreſſed a Deſire of accommodat- 


ing us agreeably ; I could even have found 


Fault with the Impetuolity of their good 
Will, had not the Motive to which I at- 


tributed it excuſed, I might almoſt ſay 


endeared, the Inconveniences it occaſioned, 
The Size and Colour of the Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe, made me tremble 
for the Slenderneſs of my Waiſt, and 
Fairneſs of my Skin, in a Country which 
ſeemed ſo great an Enemy to the Shape 


and Complexion z, but before the End of 


my Journey, my Vanity was pacified, but 
obſerving, that this extraordinary Bulk and 
Redneſs of Face, was almoſt peculler-to 
Perſons in their Way of Life, => | 

I admired no Part of our Hoſt's oblig- 
ing Behaviour more than their leaving us 
as ſoon as we were ſeated. I felt myſelf 
too fatigued to make all the Returns my 
Gratitude ſuggeſted, and I imagined they 
left me to ſeek ſome Repoſe from Silence. 
Supper was ſoon after brought in, and 
the Maſter of the Houſe followed, in- 
quiring if we were ſerved as we choſe, 
I got up and brought him a Chair, mak- 
ing Room for him to fit down, and was 

AQ? ſhocked 
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ſhocked to ſee Lord Dorcheſter endeavour- 
ing to hide a Smile, but giving the old 
Gentleman no Encouragement to make 
Uſe of the Seat I had placed for him, 
who, with a Humility which hurt me, 
inſiſted on waiting behind my Chair. 
This made me extremely uneaſy, and 
I was aſtoniſhed that my Lord would 
ſuffer it, 

When our Hoſt and Supper were both 
withdrawn, I could not forbear expreſſing 
my Approbation of his indefatigable Hoſ- 
pitality, in ſacrificing the Eaſe and Quiet 
of his Life to the Convenience of others, 
for I found we were not the only Gueſts 
and touched a little on the outward Civi- 
lity I thought due to him, whoſe kind Re- 
ception entitled him to our Eſteem and 
Gratitude, I began to find my Appre- 
henſions a little relieved by ſeeing there 
was ſo much Benevolence to be found in 
a People among whom I had been ſo for- 
cibly introduced, Lord Dorcheſter ſoon put 
an End to this pleaſing Imagination, by 
telling me, that ** the Reception 1 ad- 
e mired, was the Effect of their Covetouſ- 
« neſs, not their Generoſity, and that 
* their Hoſpitality was a mere Trade, by 
«* which they gained a Subſiſtence; and 

| | « practiſed 
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* practiſed by none in this Country from 
« other Motives.” I at firſt exclaimed 
againſt the general Brutality, but recollect- 
ing that, my firſt, and hitherto only, Miſ- 
fortune in Life, had been brought upon 
me, by our not acting with the ſame 
Churliſhneſs, I told my „* I] was leſs 
e ſurprized ſince I heard this, that he had 
„% not learnt how to make a proper Re- 
« turnto a Virtue ſo unknown to him, as 
« Hoſpitality ; and which I ſuppoſed, had 
« been baniſhed the Kingdom, from ſome 
* ſuch ill Conſequences ariſing from it, 
% as 1 had experienced.“ 

Fatigue and the Relief my Spirits began to 
feel from the Diſſipation of my Mind, by all 


the Novelty which ſurrounded me, made me 


inclinable to ceſt pretty early. Lord Dor- 


deavouring to prevent my uttering a Wiſh 
by his great Readineſs to comply with it, 
before I had Time to expreſs it, but by 
my Eyes, took Leave of me, ſaying, that 
* though he could converſe with, and 
* look on me for ever; yet he had ra- 
« ther put a _ on his Inclinations, 
* than lay any Reſtraint on mine.” And 
after aſking my Permiſſion, kiſſed my 


it 


cheſter ſtudious to oblige me, and en- 


Hand with more Pleaſure-than I imagined 
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it could beſtow. Becauſe he was pleaſed 
I was aſhamed, I know no other Reaſon 
for my Bluſhes, for it before appeared to 
me, too inſignificant to raiſe any. He 
then bid me a good Night, and left me to 
take ſome Reſt, as I ſhall your Ladyſhip, 
bidding you Adieu for a little Time, 


* 


CAP. VI. 
HOUGH the Relation of a Jour- 


ney is often more tedious than the 
Journey itſelf, yet J will —_— your 
3 mental Fatigue to have been 
of no longer Duration than my bodily 
Wearineſs, and that after a ſhort Reſt, you 
are ready to proceed with me on my Jour- 


ney. My Aunt had accuſtomed me to 


great Simplicity of Dreſs, I ſuppoſe, fore- 
ecing the Inconvenience ſhe ſhould find, 


in ſupplying us with that Train of Va- 
riety uſed by People who live in the 
World, 1 had never worn any Thing 
round my Waiſt, but.chin Waiſtcoats, nor 
any Cap in the Day- Time; my Hair was 

/ extremely 
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extremely long, and curled naturally, for 
I knew no Art, and fell in Ringlets about 
my Neck, reaching behind below the Mid- 
dle of my Waiſt, and in ſome Places in- 
croaching on my Forehead, enough to ſet 
off my Complexion by the Contraſt, with- 
out hiding Shape of it, This Pecu- 
liarity of Dreſs, your Ladyſhip may eaſily 
imagine, fixed the Obſervation of all who 
ſaw me; I ſoon became ſenſible of the 
Occaſion of the exceſſive gazing ſo very 
_ to me, though accompanied by 
Lxpreſſions of Admiration, even to Ex- 


clamations of Aſtoniſhment; ſo fond are 


People of Novelty, to which, ho doubt, 
I owed the greateſt Part of the Compli- 
ments paid me. I begged Lord Dorcheſter 
to procure me à proper Head-dreſs, with 


which he unwillingly complied ; ſo that 
before the End of my Journey, I made a 


decent and common „ rer 
Though I was amuſed by the Novelty 


of the Objects which paſſed before me in 
ſo quick a Succeſſion, and by Lord Dor- 


cheſter's lively and entertaining Converſa- 
tion, yet I was not ſorry when he told 
me, that our Journey was at an End; 
and that the Houſe to which we drove, 


through a long and very wide Avenue of 
| ; | venerable 
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venerable Oaks, was his own; and the 
Place where eur Travelling was to ceaſe. 
The Magnificence of the Building firſt 
ſtruck my Eye, but when I entered it, the 
Elegance of the Furniture pleaſed me till 
more. The Carving and the Pictures charmed 
me; the Country repreſented in theſe, ap- 
peared more enchanting than Nature itſelf, 
as the Painter's Imagination aſſembles 
Beauties, in Reality never found together. 
My Raptures were not ſilent, my Admira- 
tion broke forth into Exclamations. I ran 
from one Room to another, deſirous of 
ſeeing more, though- not weary of what 
I had ſeen, Lord Dorcheſter, with Diffi- 
culty, prevailed with me to go with him 
into the Garden, before the Sun ceaſed to 
gild the Proſpect. I was unwilling to 
leave a Houſe . which preſented ſuch va- 
rious Beauties to my Eyes, but I could not 
regret it, when he led me to a Terras, 
beneath which runs a rapid River of a 
conſiderable Breadth. On one Side it 
commands a very extenſive and beautiful 
Proſpect, on the other is the River, the 
Banks beyond which are very high, and 
covered with a hanging Wood, orna- 
mented with ſome fine Buildings, moſt ju- 
diciouſly placed. 15 


From 
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From the End of this Terras, we en- 
tered into a Wood cut into various Walks, 
BY all terminated with fine Views, or ſome 


| | | agreeable Objects, and 2 of them 
et 


opening in different Parts, to let in either 
Proſpects of the Country, or Views of 
| the River, which runs through Part of 
the Wood with great Ra __ falling 
'Y down a Rock of a conſiderable Height at 
the End of one of the Walks. A little 
beyond this Caſcade, it is hid from Sight 
| for ſome Diſtance, and when it again ap- 
18 pears, its Form is much altered, for it is 
2 deep, and yet fo clear, that one plainly 
| diſcovers every Pebble at the Bottom, its 
# Surface as ſmooth as Gul, In this Waod, | 


1.147 


1 | tageouſly p laced. 
| "08 The 25 is divided from the Park, | 
| only by a Ha ba, unaccuſtomed to which 
Deception, I thought there was no 1 Ex | 
ration, till on the Brink of it. The : 
gerneſs of an inraptured Fancy, charmed 
with all the Beauties around me, made me 
long to paſs theſe Boundaries, but the E- 
vening was ſo far advanced, I was obliged 
V to defer this mano till the next Day, - 
and only to admire, at a Diſtance, the 
Mixture of fine Lawns and venerable 
4 Groves, 
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Groves, verdant Vallies and wooded Hills. 
The Extent of it is conſiderable, and the 
Variety of Grounds gives it an Air of 
Wildneſs, which greatly. charms in the 
Midſt of a Country ſo diligently cul - 
tivated, that one expects to ſee there 
more of the Beauties of Art, than of 
Nature. | 

When Night obliged me to return to 
the Houſe, Lord Dorchifter conducted me 
to an Apartment defigned for me. The 
Bedchamber elegantly furniſned; but the 
er re moſt ſurprized me, it con- 
tained ſo many Things that were new to 
me, that I could ſcarcely gueſs their Uſe. 
The Ornaments and the Toilette engaged 
my Affections for ſome Time, though had 
I. been more accuſtomed to ſuch Things, 
I ſhonld have been ſtill more ſenſible of 
the Richneſs and Elegance of them. E- 
very Thing in the Room had its Share 
of my Admiration, but after the momen- 
tary Wonder was paſſed, all theſe nice 
Efforts of the Arts of the Ingenious, fell 
far ſnort of my Eſtimation of the Beau- 
ties I beheld from the Windows, under 
which were Parterres of the fineſt Flow- 
ers, mixed with the moſt fragrant Shrubs, 
and beyond them the River, the —_ 

an 
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and the Park. When every Thing elſe 
had paſſed my Examination, Lord Der- 
cheſter opened ſome Drawers, and ſhew- 
ed me, that they were filled with Linen, 
Clothes and Trinkets, ſuch as are cuſtom- 
ary in this Country, Having never had 
a Notion of any Thing in Dreſs be- 
yond ' Neatneſs and Cleanlineſs, in the 
homelieſt Garb, I could not help being 
ſtruck at the Reſplendency of all the Or- 
naments I beheld. The Fineneſs of the 
Linen I thought curious, but the Laces 
aſtoniſhed me; they appeared to me of 
a Delicacy beyond human Workmanſhip. 
Had'I been at Liberty to have indulged 


my Vanity, I ſhould that Moment have 
tried the Effect of Things which I ima- 


gined muſt prove ſo ornamental. But my 
Lord's Preſence awed me, and being told 
Supper was on Table, I was obliged to 
accompany him to another Room, where 
we ſpent the Remainder of the Evening, 


till the Hour of Repoſe parted us. 
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I THAT Night W what Peo- 


ple who live in Grandeur often find, 
that Pomp will not give Tranquility, 
which alone diſpenſes quiet Reſt. The 
Agitation of my Mind allowed me very 
little Sleep. I had too much Matter for 
Reflection from Lord Dorcheſter's reſpect- 
ful and affectionate Behaviour, which I 
could by no Means think my Due, from 
my enforced Separation from my Aunt, 
and my former Habitation, dragged into 
a new World, wholly ignorant of the 
Reaſons of my being ſo, or the Conſe- 
quences of it, and from the Pleaſure I had 
conceived at the Sight of every Thing 
now offered to my Enjoyment ; which 
my Lord even aſſured me, was my Pro- 
perty, affirming, all I beheld was my own. 
A Gift I could not ſuppoſe real, as the 
little I ſaw of the Engliþ in my Journey, 
gave me no Reaſon to believe them ſo ge- 
nerous and diſintereſted, as to make ſuch 
Preſents. In reflecting on theſe Subjects, 
I paſſed my Night, and had ſome Mo- 
ments of Pleaſure mixed with my Grief, 
but they bore little Proportion with each 
other; my Sorrow ſeemed deeply rooted, 
though 
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though its Violence was abated, while the 
contrary Senfation appeared only a ſud- 
den Flutter, which played round my 
Head, but came not near my Heart, and 
would not admit of Reflection: However, 
I- found it ſo comfortable a Reſource, 
that I endeavoured to ＋ 4 it, and, 
prompted by Curioſity, at Break of Day, 
T aroſe to examine more minutely the 
Fhings which had ſo charmed me the 


Night before. If I believed any one was 


ever formed without Vanity I might be fear- 
ful of expoſing myſelf by confeſſing mine; 
but I may hope to | 
from one of my own Sex, who will can- 
. didly imagine herſelf in my Place; by her 
my Youth may be received as ſome Ex- 
cuſe, and if I am convicted of having 
had more than a common Share, may [ 
not alſo claim ſome Title to unuſual Sin- 


cerity in giving Room for the Accuſa- 


tion, and hope that Virtue may obtain a 
Pardon for my Frailty? I ſearched every 
Drawer, and after admiring the Things 
they contained, felt a Deſire to try the 
Effect of this Profuſion of Ornaments. 
The Night-Gowns, and common Undreſſes 
were grown familiar to me, during my 
long Journey, therefore I laid them aſide 
as not exciting my Curioſity, and ſelected 

5 the 
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the moſt reſplendent Part of my Apparel 
and Trinkets: }- 

For my firſt. Trial, 1 choſe a white 
Luteſtring Gown and Petticoat, flounced - 
wich Pink' and Silver Gauze, each Flounce 
edged. with a Pink and Silver Fringe. 
I wove Flowers and Jewels in with my 


Hair, letting the Ringlets fall down my 


Back, which I had lately - confined un- 
der a Cap. I put a ſmall Garland of the 
Flowers and [Jewels round my Head, 


and a larger acroſs my Waiſt' and Neck, 


paſſing it over my Shoulder on one Side, 
and fixing-it to the Bottom of my Waiſt 
on the other. : I: omitted nothing which I 
thought could adorn: my Face and Perſon, 
and put on every Ornament that J could 
contrive to place becomingly. Finding 
my Gown too long without a Hoop, I 
put on the ſmalleſt as a neceſſary Diſtor- 
tion, not as a pretty Part of Dreſs, but 
immediately threw away the ſtiff Stays 
which ſeemed to me invented in per- 
verſe Oppoſition to Nature, and one of 
the Proofs with which. I thought” this 
Country abounded; that Man in his Folly 
had declared open War with her, and by 
pretending to improve, had ſo ſpoiled her 
Works, that ſcarcely any Traces of the Di- 
vine Artificer remained. 
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* OPHELIA. 
Thus equipped. the Employment of 
ſome Hours, I was ſo engaged in admiring 
my ſweet Perſon, in the looking-Glaſs 
doing honour ta every Beauty I couſd dif 
cover, and making myſelf full amends for 
the Trouble I had taken, by the Satisfac- 
tion with which 1 beheld the Effects of it: 
that I did not perceive Lord Dorcheſter, who 
paſſed by my Window, and ſeeing me, 
your Ladyſhip will eaſily imagine, was 
tempted to take a nearer view of ſo di- 
verting a Figure. He came into my Room 
without my ' perceiving him: When he 
entered the Chamber, he was beginning to 
excuſe his coming in ſo abruptly ; but on 
my turning round, ſurprized to hear his 
Voice, and aſhamed at being thus caught 
in the ridiculous Indulgence of my Vanity ; 
he was ſtruck filent, perhaps, more from 
wonder at my Folly, than, as he pretend- 
ed, © from Admiration at ſeeing me ſo 
„ much ſurpaſs myſelf, thus attired ; ha- 
«© vying before, he ſaid, thought me be- 
« yond the poſſibility of Improvement.“ 
I was ſenſible of the Flattery couched in 
this —_ for with all my partiality to 
myſelf, I could not believe I had Beauty to 
ſurprize, though I fancied I had enough to 
pleaſe. He laviſhed every Expreſſion that 
could ſhew me how-much he was delighted 
with 
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with my Perſon. My Complexion, my 
Eyes, my Hair, every Feature, received 
new Praiſes; my Air and Shape, were not 
paſſed over in ſilence. He kiſſed my Hands 
a thouſand Times, and would not part with 
them out of his. Surely no Eyes ever 
expreſſed ſuch a mixture of Tenderneſs 
and Admiration ; every look increaſed my 
Confuſion : His Behaviour put me more 
out of Countenance, than the Reflection of 
having been found. ſo fooliſhly employed. 
I believe it was near two Hours before I 
could prevail on Lord Dorcheſter to ceaſe 
his Flattery, or to take his Eyes off me; 
till at laſt J was reduced to tell him, that I 
ſhould be. glad to be left to undreſs, for 
that I was very hungry, and wanted my 
Breakfaſt, but could not appear before his 
Servants, thus apparelled. 1114 een] 
.. He, ſtarted at my ſaying this, and cried 
out, how happy are you Opbelia, in that 
6 inſenſibility of Heart, which ſuffers you 
to think of ſuch Trifles ! but how mite- 
© rable does it make me! I, who thought 
Breakfaſt a ſerious conſideration, was ſur- 
prized to find him ſo hurt at my mention- 
ing it; and told him, that I could not 


7 comprehend how it ſhould either excite 
Envy or Diſtreis: But as he begged 1 
| would 
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would not undreſs till after Breakfaſt, on 
which Conſideration, he would, himſelf 
bring it into my dreſſing Room, to humour 
my Deſire of not being ſeen; I complied, 
glad to reconcile a difference of Inclination 


to which ſo ſerious on Air had been given. 


My Lord immediately kept his Word, 
but during the whole: Time, his Thoughts 


and Eyes were ſo fixed on me, that he 


did not well know what he did. He ſcald- 
ed his Fingers, ſpilt his Tea, let fall his 
Bread and Butter; and in ſhort made ſuch 


a Confuſion, that I could not forbear 
laughing, though I had endeavoured it. 
to the utmoſt of my Power: He at firſt 
bluſned and ſighed, but at laſt joined 


with me, and complemented me, in ridi- 
culing himſelf, 

It was almoſt Dinner Time before I could 
prevail on my Lord to leave me, to put 
on Cloaths more proper for common wear, 
which at laſt he did, I dare ſay not a 
little pleaſed at finding that what he muſt 
have deſigned for captivating a childiſh 
Fancy, and corrupting by glaring Follies 
a Mind bred in Simplicity and Reaſon, had 
ſucceeded ſo well, 3 
The remainder of this Day, and the 


next, were ſpent in ſeeing Lord Dorcbeſter s 


Park, the Extent of it, and the Variety it 


contained 


> 
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contained, made it a full Employ for that 
Time, 

Two Days more paſſed in ſeeing ſome - 
neighbouring Places, which were fine e- 
nough to merit Attention, though by no 
means equal in Beauty or Magnificence to 


my Lord's. In this Time I had ſome Op- 


portunities of obſerving Inſtances of his 
Humanity and Good nature, which con- 
tributed more towards abating my Fears, 
than his continual Endeavours to amule 


me, to obtain my Pardon, and merit my 
Affection. 


I could not believe that he had torn me 
from calm Happineſs, for the Chance of 


making me happier, as he pretended ; 


what he had done was a Myſtery hitherto to 
me inexplicable; but I hoped the Man 
who could be humane and kind to others, 
would not be cruel to one who had the 


. greateſt Tye on his Generoſity, that of be- 


ing within his Power, unfriended and de- 
fenceleſs: Encouraged by this Hope I be- 
came able to converſe with Eaſe, and ceaſed 


Reproaches, which might exaſperate z but 


I had, by melancholy Experience, found 
were unavailing. 


) "DF CHAT 
* 


OPHELIA 


LHAP, 12x. 


| H E ſecond Sunday after our arrival 
at this Houſe, Lord Dorcheſter pro- 
poled my accompanying him to Church, 
to which I readily conſented ; though I 
had been taught to look on all Space as the 
Temple of the great Creator: Yet my 
Aunt had informed me that in populous 
Places there were Edifices erected for pub- 
lie Worſhip. When the Service was end- 
ed we walked over it; the Building is 
pretty, but then appeared to me too much 
calculated to pleaſe the Eye, and to fix the 
Thoughts on the Arts of Men's Hands, to 
be a proper Place for divine Worſhip ; 
where the ſuppliant Soul ſhould be intirely 
filled with adoration of the ſupreme Being 
to which it is dedicated. The little Fa- 
brics the Church contained, by the Beauty 
of the Marble, and of the Carving, pleaſed 
me greatly, as Objects, but not as Orna- 
ments for ſuch a Place, till my Lord told 
me their ſolemn Purpoſe, informing me 
that thèy were erected to the Memory of 
his Anceſtors. 
This made me more particularly obſerve 
them, and I was ſoon deeply engaged in 


reading the Characters which I found en- 
' graven 
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graven on them; this Peruſal filled me 
with Admiration ; ſuch exalted Virtue as 
by theſe Teſtimonies I underſtood had de- 
ſcended through ſeveral Generations was a 
pleaſing Subject for Contemplation. The 
little Time I had been in the inhabited 
Part of this Kingdom had taught me that 
ſuch Merit was not univerſal. My Heart 
was filled with a Reſpect approaching to 
Adoration, at thinking I trod on Ground 
ſanctiſied by being the Repoſitory ofthe ſacred 
Remains of ſuch God- like Men. I could 
not forbear addreſſing their departed Souls 
with a Zeal and Reverence little ſhort of 


Worthip 3 and praying ſor the Influence of 


their great Example» towards enabling me 
to imitate their Virtues. 

Lord Dorcheſter cruelly broke in upon ſo 
pleaſing a Rapture, telling me, that I gave 
too eaſy Faith to the Words of Man; 
* though theſe are my Anceſtors,” ſaid he, 
*« I muſt' confeſs few of them had any of 
e the Qualities here aſcribed to . 1 
©. might have ſuffered you, my dear Oybe- 


La, to have continued in your Miſtake, 


* as it would perhaps, have given you 
* more. favourable Thoughts of the De- 
« ſcendant from ſuch Worthies, had I 
not found myſelf envious of the great 
Share of your Eſteem, which by theſe 

7 4 « falſe 
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e falſe Characters they had gained. Envy 
« makes me tell you, that Epitaphs are 


formed on ideal Characters: The Writer 


collects together all the Virtues, Graces, 
and Accompliſhments, that are ſcattered 
% among Mankind; and when theſe are 
all blended together with all the Ele- 
« gance he is Maſter of, he applies them 
to any one who, at his Death, wants that 
„% Memorial of his Goodneſs, which his 
« Life has not teſtified. To him whoſe 
« Actions. have raifed -no Character, a 
« Tomb is erected” to bear on it, that 
« which an Epitaph can give him. Re- 
„ ſemblance is never thought of; if the 
«4. Deceaſed has not · one of the: Qualities 


4 deſcribed, it ſerves the OO Joſt 28 
<« well”? 


I was indeed inclined to ſuſpect my 


Lord of Envy; 1 could ſcarcely believe 


what he ſaid; but when he convinced me 


of the Truth of this Account, I. ſincerely 
re ſented the Pollution of theſe innocent 
Aſhes, in being made Subjects of ſuch 
Falſhoods; and pitied the pure Marble, for 
having its fair outſide defiled by ſuch 
foul Lies. But what made this Practice ap- 
pear (till more ridiculous to me, was 
Lord Dorcbeſters adding, that this was 
now ſo commonly known, that no dne 
gave 
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gave the leaſt Faith to theſe Monumental 


Inſcriptions; that it ſhould have loſt its 
Uſe, and yet be continued, increaſed my 


Wonder. My Lord likewiſe told me that 


many People left Directions concerning their 


Monuments. It is not ſtrange if this ap- 


peared ridiculous to me then, ſince uſe has 


not yet taught me to ſee it in any other 
Light, nor made me ceaſe to wonder that it 
thould ſhare the dying Thoughts of Peo- 
ple, who, I ſhould imagine, mult all have 
ſomething» to leave behind more worthy 
their Care and ſomething to expect more 
deſerving their Attention, than their own 


miſerable Carcaſes. 
I was not withoutSelf-Love, but had no 


Notion that it could extend to the Duſt into 
which we were to moulder, and make us 
deſirous to fix our Claim to every particular 
particle. 1 


Though I had not, till Lord Dorcheſter 


broke in upon my ſolitude, ever received 


a grain of Flattery; yet mere Nature and 
Conſtitution had given me a little Vanity, 
without the Benefit of Compariſon, unable 
to ſoothe my Fancy with excelling Multi- 
tudes, ſince I had never beheld them, yet 
in a Degree J was vain: Nature alone 
ſuffices to make us ſo; but this kind of 


poſthumous Vanity, was far above my 
D 5 fiwple 
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fimple Conception; and I complimented 
myſelf on my Humility, in being only 
reaſonably fond of a living Form of deli- 
cate and curious Compoſition, abſolutely 
indifferent to any poor Remains after deli- 
cacy of Complexion, ſymmetry of Features 
and elegant proportion of Body ſhall be 
confounded greens in one little Heap of 
Duſt. 
Lord Darcbeſter, to ſave his Anceſtors 
from my partial Cenſure; led me into the 
Church-Yard, where he ſnewed me that 
the Folly was univerſal, and that the Poor 
were as tenacious of the little Spot to 
which, after Death, they are conſigned, as 
thoſe who aſſert their Title to it, by as: Fon 
Structures. I confeſs, I was ſhocked at 
this diſtinction of Ranks; and to find that 
here the Rich and the Poor do not lie 
down together; this Cuſtom ſeemed to me 
to deſtroy the Equality of the Grave, 
which ends greater Contentions than thoſe 
of Precedency. 

Upon reading the Epitaphs of the mean- 
er Sort, I found their Vanity was often 
confined within the narrow Bounds of hav- 
ing lived and died; they were little more 
than Certificates of their former Exiſtence, 
proud to aſſert their having been of the hu- 
man Species, for many of their wooden Mo- 
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numents, more periſhable than themſelves, 
bear no other laſcription than the Date 
of their Birth and Death. 

Though I was greatly diſguficd with 
theſe proofs of the Fally of Mankind, yet 
at this Time the Living were more diſa- 
grecable to me than the Dead. I liked 
better to be an Obſerver, than the Subj ect of 
Obſervation : Though in my Dreſs | had 
conformed to the Cuftoms of the Place, 
to the utmoſt of my Power, yet there cer- 
tainly was a Strangeneſs in my Look or Air 
that drew all Eyes upon me, and which 
fur many Tears did not wear off, while I 
remàined in the Country: I attributed it to 
the Curioſity natural to People who ſee few 
Strangers, but after I left it, I found that 
by living in a more populous Place I only 
1 had more Eyes upon me. Curious Obſer- 

514 vation ferterinig the Freedom of Action, I 
5 lived under conftant and painful Reſtraint. 
My Lord endeavoured to make me eaſy by 
_Flattery, attributing it to Reaſons: which 
might - pleaſe my Vanity; but though I 

6 did due Honour to my Petrſon, yet L. could 

4 not give him Credit; and though ILmight 
ä now the more excuſably believe it, that [ 
have ſeen the Obſervation leſſen as my 
Complexion has decayed ; and that fewer 

Eyes have been upon me, ſince the Luſtre 

of 
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of mine have been abated by Age; yet 
am I convinced that- the only Superiority 
I had over many, who while I was preſent 
paſſed unregarded, was in the Air of a 
Stranger to every Faſhion which ſhe ſtrove 
to follow; this gave the Charm of novelty 
to a Face and Perſon: which could : boaſt 
no other Excellence above aT houſand other 
which were leſs obſerved. Thee 
I -would not have your Ladyſhip ima- 


gine that I am. aĩming to be thought hum- 
ble; I am very ready to allow myſelf all 


the Beauty I am conſcious'I poſſeſſed, but 
Faſhion, or Chance, often exalts us above 
our real Charms. If Truth did not oblige 
me to make this Confeſſion, I ſhould not 
venture to ſay it, for fear of being believ- 
ed; for our Sex are as vain of having been, 
as of being handſome; and though they, 
while young, live in juſt terror of the 
Words, Sbe was; yet when that fatal Pe- 
riod comes, their Vanity retires into it as 
into a Fortreſs; and ſecure in this ſtrong 
Hold, from which nothing can expell it, 
it makes little Excurſions, and ſupports it- 
ſelf with the Booty it obtains; One of our 
+ | own: Sex has told us with full as much 
Truth as Poetry, that, 
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ny © Women kind's ak Jos, 
* From paſt, or preſent Beauties riſe.” | 


How often does a Woman's partial Re- 
port emulate in Falſhocd, the lying Epi- 


taphs which ſhocked my innocent Simpli- 


city! After the Small-Pox, which frequent- 
ly is the Grave of Beauty, how many Wo- 


men have I heard boaſt the Charms they 


never 1 And ſoften the Mortifica- 
tion of Seams and Scars, by praifing the 


former clearneſs and 4 of their 


Complexions! 


But this ſubject has led me from the 


Order which ſhould be kept in a Narra- 


tion; I have wandered from the Time to 
which I had brought my Story, and muft 
correct my Irregularity by returning to it. 


HA 


. D Dorcleſter's deſire of giving 


me every Pleaſure in his power, led 
him to make me a Preſent. of a Sum of 
Money: I would have. excuſed myſelf 
from the acceptance of it, as it appeared 


to 
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62 OPHELIA. 
to me entirely uſeleſs: Every thing 1 
could want was provided ſor me; I wiſhed 


therefore to refuſe an unneceſſary Burden, 


but he inſiſted, and I was obliged to ac- 
quieſce. amd 2.29563 mo Won 
As I had learnt that Money was a very 
neceſſary Thing to. thoſe who were not ſo 
amply ſupplied with all it could purchaſe 
a8 T was: I thought it a Pity it ſhould 
be ſo ill employed, and determined to di- 
ſtribute the Sum, to me ſo uſeleſs, among 
Perſons who were in real Want of it. Ac- 
cordingly, one Morning, when Buſineſs had 
called my Lord a few Miles from Home, 
J walked out, in ſearch of People who 
might be made happier by thoſe Riches, 


which were to me 1ntirely uſeleſs, I en- 


tered the firſt Cottage I ſaw, and bluntly 
aſked the Inhabitants if they wanted Mo- 


' ney; they anſwered in the Affirmative, 


with an Eagerneſs which perſuaded me 
they were in extreme Indigence. I now 
began to feel the Value of the Treaſure 
before deſpiſed, ſince it could give ſuch 
true Heart felt Joy as I received, from 
being able to relieve Wretches, of whoſe 
former Diſtreſs I judged by their preſent 


Extacies. When I gave ſome Guineas to 


the Mother, ſne appeared quite frantic 


with Delight; .though my Raptures were 
ſilent, 
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ſilent, yet J could not but think my Sen- 
ſations were as ſtrong. I, for ſome Time, 


indulged myſelf in the Contemplation of 
her Joy, but as my Ignorance of the Cuſ- 


toms of this Country, ſo new to me, made 
me curious, I at laſt put a force on my de- 


lighted Imaginations, and enquired into 
the Uſe ſhe would make of the Money I 
had given her. 
Nothing but a full Knowledge of my 
N Simplicity, can give your Lady- 
ip a Notion of my Surprize, when I re- 


ceived for Anſwer, © That ſhe would buy 


* herſelf and Children handſome Cloaths, 
„ keep as good a Houſe at the next Wake 
* asany Woman in the Pariſh, and never 
* again work for a neighbouring Farmer's 
© Wife, who was of meaner Birth than her- 


„ ſelf.” I was ſhocked to find that I had 


been contributing to the increaſe of Vanity 
and Lazineſs, which muſt have been great 
before, or the good Woman could not 


have been ſo much overjoyed at obtaining 
the Power of gratifying it. I had no way 


to ſilence the Keproaches of my Conſcience 
but by falſe Reaſonings, arguing that when 
ſuch unreaſonable Deſires are too deeply 
rooted to be conquered, they deſerve our 
Compaſſion ; and that the Money was bet- 

| ter 
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ter employed in relieving Wants, though 
they were but imaginary, than in being 
locked up in my Buroe. | 
A great Proof of my Ignorance of Man- 
. kind, was my. Endeavour to reaſon this Wo- 
man out of her Vanity; Reaſon is too pre- 
cious a Bleſſing to be in the Gift of Mor- 
tals ; I could inſtill none into her Mind, and 
was at laſt forced to give up my Attempt, 
finding my Arguments had much leſs In- 
fluence on her, than the Deſire of exciting 
the Admiration of her Neighbours. The 
Diſappointment IL met with in. this Inſtance 
did not diſcourage me from continuing my 
Courſe : Such Vanity of Mind appeared to 
me a Monſter in Nature; I could not be- 
lieve the World afforded ſuch another ; 
therefore fearleſs of meeting the like ill Suc- 
ceſs again, I entered the next poor Cottage. 
I found the Man to whom it belonged, ſit- 
ting in the Chimney Corner, with all the 
Marks of Sickneſs and Decay in his Coun- 
tenance; his Wife induftriouſly employed, 
and ſeven Children, the Eldeſt helping 
her, the younger Part playing about him. 
J looked ſome Time with Pleaſure on this 
little Family, for Children were til] a kind 
_ of Wonder to me, who had never ſeen 
any till I was torn from my Solitude; our 
own 
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own Infancy, by the gradual Increaſe of 
Years, making little Impreſſion on us: I 
then put the ſame Queſtion to theſe Cot- 
tagers as to the laſt I viſited, but with leſs 
Impetuoſity was anſwered by the ſick Man, 
that indeed they were very poor, and 
4+ muſt have ſtarved, had not his Wife 
„been one of the beſt Women in the 
„World. For he had been by Sickneſs 
* diſabled from working, above two 
Months, without Money to purchaſe a 
Cure.“ * Purchaſe a Cure, Ireplied,with 
ſome ſurpriſe, ** is there any one who is 
- poſſeſſed of the Power of curing Diſ- 
«* ecaſes,. would require to be paid for it?“ 
Alas! “ ſaid the Man,” nothing is to be 
had without Money, our r muſt 
have his Fee or we can ave no Cure.“ 
An Accuſation of ſuch Inhumanity made 
me exclaim with Tears in my Eyes againſt 
this ſecond Monſter, which I thought I had 
diſcovered. I aſk'd the Man, Why, in 
« ſuch Neceſſity, he had not applied to 
Lord Dorcheſter.” His Anſwer was, That 
„ my Lord's Steward was his Enemy, and 
therefore he had no Hopes of receiving 
Relief from him, as he was aſhamed to 
« ſpeak to my Lord himſelf. “ 
I obſerved to him that, Every one muſt 
«© be well recieved by my Lord, who -=_ 
6c im 


I 
—— 


Pw” - E 
p_— — — 


— 


- — — - 


with the 
ble; happy in the Amends this made me 


—— —— — —— . rat a. no I ge» h . — 
— — — 


6b OPHELIA. 


him an Opportunity of exerciſing his 
Bounty and Humanity; that it could 
„ not be in the Power of any of his De- 
** Pendents to prevent him from conferring 
Favours on the deſerving, and relievint 
the diſtreſſed: But that had an Appli- 
* cation to his Steward been neceſſary, 
whatever Offence he might have taken, 
his Anger muſt have vaniſhed at the 
Sight of ſo much Wretchetinefs.” : 

The Man ſhook his Head, and ſaid, 
Ahl! Madam, you are very, very young, 
„and I am afraid too good for this World, 
God grant you may not ſooh have Rea- 
©« ſon to cha Opinion of it.“ 


I did not then underſtand the Force of 
theſe Words. I have fince learned, that they 


muſt have proceeded from Surprize at my 
ignorant Belief in the Virtue of Mankind. 


When I had given Money to theſe People, 
I enquired into the Uſe they would make 
of it, of which they 


gave me ſo rational 
an Account that I doubled the Sum 
greateſt Delight imagina- 


for the Diſappointment I found in the un- 


- worthineſs of the laſt Perſon to whom I ha 


given ſome Part of my Burden, + 
This Succeſs encou 


my Round, 


The 


raged me to continue 
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The next Cottage I went into pleaſed 
me by its Neatneſs. I ſaw only one Inha- 
bitant in it; ſhe was a very pretty Girl, ex- 
tremely clean, tho' as coarſely dreſſed as 


| poſſible ; ſhe was buſy in her Dairy, and 
nothing about her wore ſuch Signs of Po- 


verty, as in the other Houſes I had been 
in; however, deſirous to ſee whether the 
Love of Money was univerſal, I aſked 
her whether ſhe wanted any. 
The Girl, in anſwer, ſaid ſhe could no 
properly be ſaid to want, ſince her Father 
and ſhe, by Induftry and hard Labour were 
ſupplied with the Neceffaries of Life, but 
that ſhe confefled ſhe wifhed for Money, 
perhaps as much as the moft Neceſſitous. 
This appeared to me a Symptom of a 


depraved Appetite, but I enquired her Rea- 
fon. To which ſhe replied, that, All 


Queſtions were not to be anſwered.** My 
Curioſity was perhaps more prevalent than 
my compaſſion, when TI told her, “that if! 
thought the Motive of her Wiſhes a 
good one I might gratify them.” 

« If you will buy the Secret I am ſure 
« you deſerve it,” replied the Gitl; and 
then very honeſtly informed me, tho' 
not without Bluſhes, that a young 


„Man in the Neighbourhood had 1 
| * ner 
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m a Child, and been equally be- 
loved by her. That they were to have 
been married by the Conſent of both 
their Parents, when, a few Days before 

the appointed Time, his Father died, 
and left Debts behind him, to the 
Vaiue of twenty Pounds; an immenſe 
Sum to a poor Labourer. On this Ac- 
count her Father withdrew his Conſent 
till ſuch Time as the Whole ſhould be 
paid, This was ſuch a Spur to her 
Lover's Induſtry, that he worked far 
beyond his Strength, in order to raiſe 
the Money; and yet it was ſo much to 
ſave, out of a Labourer's ſmall Profits, 


that notwithſtanding his Endeavours, 
it muſt be ſome Years before the Debt 
could be paid off. She concluded by 
telling me that had ſhe Money, ſhe 
would ſhorten the Time of her Sepa- 
ration z during which, his Affection for 
her might cool, and the more reaſon-' 
ably as he might look on the immo- 


derate Fatigue which oppreſſed his 
Mind, and overcame his Health, as 


the Conſequences of his Love for her, 
and it was grievous to her to have 
that appear in his Eyes as the Source 


A 


of any Evils.“ 
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A few gentle Tears trickled down the 
poor Girl's Cheeks, ' while ſhe imparted 
her Apprehenſion, which moved my Com- 
paſſion, as well as my Reaſon, to a Deſire 
of relieving her. I inſtantly gave her 
the Sum ſhe wanted, and was over-paid 
by the Delicacy and Vivacity of her Grati- 
tude, from which I might not immedi- 
ately have been freed, had not. her Lo- 
ver paſſed by the Window, bending un- 
der a heavy Load of Corn; this Sight 
attracted her with all the Speed her 
L.egs could uſe, and, winged with Love, 
ſhe was with him before I had moved 
three Steps from the Spot where ſhe. had 
left me. I ſtayed a little to ſee the va- 
rious Emotions expreſſed in their Counte- 
nances; ſhe more delighted to tell, than 
he could be to hear; as the Fatigues he 
had undergone had more afflited her 
than him, to whom they were ſweetened 


by the Reward promiſed to their Suc- 


ceſs, 

When their mutual Congratulations were 
over, I ſaw the young Man was accomf 
panying his Miſtreſs, as 1 imagined, to 
add his grateful Acknowledgments to hers, 
and that they might not have their more 
ns Converſation broke in upon, by a 
Return they thought neceſſary, I ſlipt out 

at 
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at another Door, and wandered on with 
the ſame agreeable Attention. 

I had not. gone far, when my Com- 
paſſion was excited by the Sight of a Hut 
whoſe outward Appearance bore every 
ſign of Poverty, and when I entered [ 
found the Inſide perfectly correſponded 
with it. It was one general Scene of 
wretchedneſs; the Inhabitants were alinoſt + 
naked, and ſeemed expiring with Hun- 


ger. | 
I was ſo much ſhocked at this Sight, 


that I could not ſpeak to them till a few 


Tears had rendered my Compaſſion leſs 


painful. During my filence they begged 
Relief, with all the Clamour of extreme 
Neceſſity; but could not be more de- 
ſirous to receive, than I was to give, 
which 1 did liberally, emptying my Purſe 
into the Lap of the Mother of the Fa- 
mily, whom I thought the propereſt Trea- 


| ſurer for the Whole. 


Without ſtaying to make any Acknow- 
ledgments, or leaving me Time to put my 
uſual Queſtion, the Woman ran up Stairs; 

n this a young Gul, who feemed on 
the Verge of the Grave, burſt into Tears, 
and was accompanied in them by all the 
reſt, except an old Man, who ſat by, and 
appeared inſenſible of all that paſſed. 8 
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I aſked the wretched meagre Race, what 
* occaſioned this ſudden flowof Grief, when 
* I had hoped I had adminiſtred evan 
« Relief to their Neceſſities? 

The ſickly Girl anſwered, that, to 
e relieve them was beyond the Power of 
any Being, but him, who could change 
6 Hye Heart. My Mother's Avarice,” ad- 
ded me, „ will defeat the kind Intention 
<« of your Bounty; ſhe is not the real 
« Parent of any of us. MV Father was 
* eſteemed rich for one in his Station, 
which tempted the Woman who has 
juſt been the Object of your generous 
„ Pity, to marry him, and thereby to re- 
« dure us all, who were the Children of 
„% former Wife, to the greateſt Mis- 
* fortunes that can ariſe from extreme 
* indigence. She is ſo very covetous, 
that ſhe will not afford Cloathing ei- 
ther for herſelf or us, or give us any 
wholeſome Food ; the little ſuſtenance 
' we obtain, juſt ſuffices to keep us 
enough alive to feel the Miſery of 
continual Famine. My poor Father's 
Underſtanding was impaired by a ſtroke 
of the Palſy, in a Year after ſhe mar- 

* fied him, happily loſing thereby the 
% quick Senſe of his Misfortunes. 5 
* 1 
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« fore I was brought into ſo very bad a 
e ſtate of Health, I uſed my utmoſt En- 
« deavours to prevail on het to ler me go 
* to Service; but the Expence of Cloath- 
« ing me as was neceſſary, if I left Home, 
<«<- appeared ſo formidable to her that ſhe 
« would never come into it.“ | 

I pitied this wretched Family more than 
ever, and when the Woman came down 
again, I tried all the Arguments I could 
deviſe, to prevail upon her to ſuffer me to 
have the laying out of pare of the Mo- 

ney I had given her; but\this Attempt 
ſo exaſperated her, that ſhe loaded me 
with Abuſe, and I went away the - Object 
of her Rage and Fury, inſtead of her 
Gratitude; but was fully reſolved to pre- 
vail with Lord Dorchefter to adminiſter 
Relief in a more judicious Manner to 
the WE. of this miſerable Fainily, ' 
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1 HAD now diſburthened myſelf of the 
Riches I had felt an Incumbrance, 
though they were a leſs Evil to me than 
to many others, ſince they would have 
lain by me neglected and unthought of, 
inſtead of betraying me into Vice and 
Folly, as 1s too often the Conſequence. | 
But, greatly pleaſed with having delivered : ö 
up a Property of which my Indifference | 
to it rendered me unworthy, I returned | ht 
towards Home, ſtrangely perplexed with 
the unaccountable Diſpoſitions I had be- . 
held in this ſnort Progreſs. This Subject | 
deeply engaged my Thoughts, when they | 
| "were called from it by the melancholy 
\; F Entreaties of a Woman who begged of 
N me. She was ſitting on the Graſs, with 
| two little Children by her, whom ſhe was 
crying over. 
I was now grieved that my Purſe was [ 
empty and reproached myſelf for my too | 
g laviſh Bounty. Though I was barren of 
| the Means of Relief, yet I could not for- 
bear liſtening to the poor Woman's Story, 
moved by an Appearance ſuperior to ſuch 
a Degree of Poverty. Her Tale was af- 
ſecting; an Air of Sincerity in her Sor- 
I. E row 
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row would have convinced me of her ; 
Truth, had I then been taught Incredulity, 
by the Obſervation of Deceit; but, at 1) \% 
that Time, I ſhould have believed a more 
improbable Story, as nothing could have 
appeared ſo incredible to me, as that a 
Perſon ſhould utter a Falſhood. I found 
the poor Woman was reduced by Misfor- 
tunes from eaſy Circumſtances, and that [ 
ſhe, her Babes, and her ſick Huſband, were 1 
really ſtarving. As her Diſtreſs was ſo 1 
great, I deſired her to accompany me 1 
Home, where I hoped to be ſupplied with 1 
the Means of relieving her, and Aſſiſtance 
in carrying her Children. A Burthen too 
great for her enfeebled Body. 
Lord Dorcbeſter, who was returned be- 
fore me, being told which Way I was 
gone, came out to ſeek me, and met me 
in the Park with one of the poor Wo- 
4 man's Babes in my Arms, attended by her 
and the other, 

I did not leave him Time to enquire 
how I became thus accompanied; for, as 
ſoon as he approached me, I told him, 
* I had been among Beggars, till I had 
&« learned to beg.” Adding, that, af. 

ter I had ſo much Money, it was ſhame- | * © 
% ful to aſk for more; but that I had 
“ ſpent all he had given me, in buying 
5 3 : 0 Expe- 
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Experience, in making my own Mind 
? « wiſer, and that of ſome others eaſier.” 
1 I then gave him an Account of all I 
+ had done, excuſing my Errors, by my Ig- 
> norance of the Perverſeneſs of the Tem- 
| rs of his poor Neighbours, by which I 
ad been taught, that Charity does not " 
c conſiſt alone in giving Money; far that 
„ thofe who beſtow not Time and Care 
„ ſufficient to diſcover the Merit and Ne- 
K ceſſities of the Objects of their Boun- 
- * ty, muſt often feed Vanity, Idleneſs, or 
„ Avarice, and render themſelves unable 
© to relieve real Diſtreſs”? 
Lord Dorcheſter, with a Look of ſincere | 
Affection, told me, Nothing could make A 
* him ſo happy, as my affording him | 


, „ any Opportunity of giving me Plea- 
a % ſure. His Fortune could in no Way, 
£ e be ſo conducive to his Happineſs; and 
, he thought I had laid out my Money 

to the beſt Purpoſe that ever any one 
2 « did, mo > _— gy 7 tg was 

* never, he believed, ſo cheaply pur | 
N « chaſed.” my | 
4 He gave me a conſiderable Sum more, | 
f. | | with a Chearfulneſs which ſhewed the Sin- 
- ceerrity of his Word. | 
d : ThisSupply afforded me the Power of do- 1 
8 ing ery Thing requiſite for the poor Wo- | | 
e- ! E 2 man's & 1 \ 
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man's Relief, and of enabling her to avoid 
the like Diſtreſs for the futurel But 
though Money gave me, in this Why, 
great Enjoyment, yet I could not be quite 
pleaſed with the Invention of Coin, I 
looked upon it, as the Means of Unhap- 
pineſs, and, therefore, could not forgive 
it, though it purchaſed. me the Satisfaction 
of relieving ſome of the Evils it occaſioned. 
It appeared to me equally a Spur to A- 
varice, and an Incitement to Luxury. The 


ready Exchange of it for all Commodities, 


is, to the Vain and Voluptuous, as great 
a Temptation to Laviſhneſs in Expence, 
as the Eaſineſs of laying it up is to the 
Miter, to indulge the avaricious Deſire of 


accumulating. People, whoſe Deſires are 


inſpired by Reaſon alone, can ſoon ſay, 
„ I have enough of every Thipg.” But 
Vanity, Avarice, and Luxury, have no 
Bounds ; they who are under their Influ- 
ence, ſuffer almoſt, as much Pain from their 
ungratified Follies, as the Poor can feel 
from Indigence. I ſoon perceived that 
Luxury was univerſal, even the poorer 
People enjoyed ſuch a Share of it, as ſug- 
prized me, when I compared it with 
the plain Simplicity in which I had 
been bred, 

| I could 
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I could not reconcile myſelf to Man- 
ners ſo unlike my own; I was not ſoon 
acquainted with many of their Vice, 
they were ſo unintelligible to me that 1 
only accuſed them of Folly: But yet I 
ſaw they were void of the Simplicity 1 
found in my own Heart. My Lord's 
Conduct ſhewed him poſſeſſed with ma- 
ny Virtues : But fill I accuſed him of 


 Inconfiſtency, for; I could by no Means 


reconcile his Cruelty to me, with his Be- 
nevolence to every other Perſon, Though 
I grew too partial to him, to continue 
inconſolable for being ſeparated from my 
beloved Aunt, yet ſtill, often ro myſeit, 
and ſometimes to him, I called that Treat- 
ment cruel, and bewailed it with many 
Tears; eſpecially when I reflected on 
what ſhe muſt have ſuffered from the 
Time. of my Departure; for I confeſs, 
I grieved more for her than for myſelf : 
My Lord's Converſation had Charms that 
afforded me great Conſolation ; but ſhe 
could have none. I could not doubt his 
Affection for me; every Look, every 
Word, expreſſed it too viſtbly to leave any 
Room for Uncertainty. His Eyes were 
filled with Admiration and Tenderneſs, 
he could ſcarcely. endure Abſence for an 
Hour, all Joy would forſake his Counte- 

ED E 3 nance, 


78 OPHELIA 
"nance, the Moment he loſt Sight of me. 
But 'the Inſtant I appeared again, his Eyes 
ſhot Raptures, | and welcomed me be- 
fore his Tongue could utter a Word, 
It did not ſeem to me unnatural, that a 
Perſon who loved another ſo entirely as 
I was convinced Lord Dorcheſter did me, 
ſhould be deſirous of ſpending his Life in 
her Society. Not that I could excuſe fo 
forcible a Method of procuring it, nor 
uite underſtand how ſo ſtrong an Af- 
ection as rendered my Company neceſſary 
to his Happineſs, could be conceived in 
that ſhort Time. But I myſelf had found 
ſuch an Attachment grow in ſo ſmall a 
Space, as made it not appear- to me 
abſolutely impoſſiblez and in no other 
Way, could I form any 'Sort of Excuſe for 
Lord Dorcheſter's Violence, though my 
Heart longeed to do it; for he had then 
got a ſtronger Intereſt in it, than I'at that 
Time imagined. I could not ſuſpect him 
of any ill Deſign againſt my Innocence 
of all ſuch Views 1 was totally ignorant, 
I knew not what they meant. The Sha- 
dow of ſuch Schemes had never been re- 
preſented to my Imagination, whoſe ſim- 
ple Purity received no Light from his Be- 
haviour; which was ſo modeſt and re- 
ſpectful, that equal Innocence ſeemed n 
rule 
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rule his Thoughts. Since I learnt how 
his Mind was corrupted by the Depravity 
of Cuſtom, I have often wondered at his 
Command over himſelf ; but, perhaps, he 
was fortunate in having none to obſerve 
him, but one ſo blinded by Ignorance, 
that ſhe could not eaſily ſuſpect him of 
ill. T thought his Love more tender and 
more ardent, than what my Aunt and I had 
felt for each other; this I attributed to 
a warmer Temper in Youth, and to the 
Probability that a Friendſhip for one of 
equal Age, might be ſtronger than where 
there was a Diſparity in Years, as the Si- 
militude of Taſte and Diſpoſition mult 
naturally be greater. 

A Woman ſenſible of the Dangers 
attending her Situation, might, perhaps, 
have taken Alarm frequently, when I ſaw 
no Cauſe for Fear; thus far my Ignorance 
was convenient to his Deſign, who wiſhed 
to engage my Heart entirely, before I 
could ſuſpect him. For this Reaſon an 
elderly Woman was appointed far my Ser- 
vant; a Woman of Senſe, and more im- 
proved Education than any one ought to be, 
who could aſſiſt in ſo bad a Purpoſe; for 
ſhe muſt have known the Motive of all the 
Inſtructions given her, to which ſhe ſo 


cloſely adhered, that I never received the 
E 4 leaſt 
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leaſt Hint from her, that there ever was 
known any criminal Intercourſe between 
Man and Woman. Equal Care was taken 
that no Book fhould fall into my Hands, 
that might leſſen my Ignorance in this 
particular, My Aunt's Hiſtory was kept 
as much a Secret by my Lord, as by her- 
(elf, or that might have ſhewn how much 
our Sex had to fear from the other. Io 
prevent my Fyes from being accidentally 
opened, if 1 went much about in the 
Neighbourhood, my Lord took Care, on 
one Pretence or other, after the little Fx- 
curſion | have mentioned, that I ſhould ne- 
ver go out without him, or my Servant, 
who, he deſired migkt attend me, when 
he was obliged io be abſent, By fuch 
Means was L| kept in an Ignorance, 
that now appears to me, on Reflection, 
almoſt incredible; perhaps it will ſeem 


ſtill more ſo to your Ladyſhip, for none 


can comprehend the Dulneſs of Appre- 


henſion in the Ignorant, who never knew 
that Ignorance, | 


\ 
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Summer, I indulged my natural 

iſte for rural Beauties; taught to ad- 
mire Nature in all her Works, I could 
want no better Entertainment than what 
the fine Situation of Lord Doreheſtir"; 
Houſe and Park afforded me; eſpecially 
when this was heightened and refired by 
his Converſation, He continued to in— 
{rut my Reaſon, and pleaſe my Vanity, 
at the ſame Time. Child as 1 was, he 
treated my Underſtanding with Dete ence, 
and appeared to me moſt happy when 
he converſed with me. He ſpent almoſt all 
his Time with me, endeavouring to open 
my Mind. When we walked out, or ſar to- 
gether, under the refreſhing Shades the Park: 
afforded us, he would turn the Converſation 
to the Objects around us, explain their Na- 
tures and their Uſes, would lead my 
Thoughts from the leſſer to the greater. 
from the vegetable Creation to the animal 
Oeconomy, and fometimes rife to ſtill 
ſublimer Subjects. A Taſk for which nc- 
thing but great Affection for me, ecou'd 
render tolerable to one of an Underſtand- 
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ing ſo far ſuperior, I could not but be 


delighted, when I obſerved how gracefully 


he would, by letting down his own Un- 


derſtanding, endeavour to raiſe mine, more 
to a Level with it, and that with an Air 
of Tendernels and Pleaſure, not of Con- 
deſcenſion, which by a ſeeming Humility, 
affronts our Pride, 

I was ſometimes inclined to fancy, that 
he was not ſo ſenſible of my Inferio- 
rity, as I was myſelf ; if 1 made as 
poor a Figure in his Opinion, as in my 
own, I thought he could not look on me 
as a Companion worthy of him, and was 
afraid of mentioning my own Conſciouſ- 


| neſs, leſt I ſhould open his Eyes to m7 


Folly. None admire Knowledge ſo muc 


as the Ignorant. My Aunt was no Phi- 


loſopher ; my Lord ſeemed inclined to 
make me one; and when I bluſhed at my 
Ignorance, would tell me, that, in re- 
moving it, he meant not to repreſent 
« what he taught as neceſſary to be known, 


only to open a Field to my Thoughts, 


* 
4 


which ſhould be productive of conſtant 
« Amuſement, take from Solitude all 
% Languor and Wearineſs ; and by ſhar- 
ing my Mind in gayer Scenes, ſecure 
* me from the Dangers attending a total 
“ Diſſipation;“ adding, that, the Plea- 

| 0 
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« ſure he received from obſerving the 
« Quickneſs of my Apprehenſions, and 
« the Clearneſs of my Ideas, was no ſmall 
« Inducement to him to continue, as a 
« Delight to himſelf, what he deſigned 


sat firſt only as an Entertainment to me.“ 


Every Thing that bears the Face of 
Wonder, pleaſes a youthful Mind. I was 
charmed with all the Novelty which he 
repreſented to me, I was almoſt introduced 


into a new World, 2 wore a different 


Face to me; my whole Mind was engag- 
ed in contemplating her Works; and ic 
was no ſmall Proof of my Complaiſance, 
that I ſuffered the acquiring the French 
Tongue to divide my Thoughts; but 
Lord Dorcheſter deſired it, and to pleaſe 
him, I applied to it with as much Ear- 
neſtneſs, as if it had been the higheſt Gra- 
tification to myſelf. He encouraged me 
by Flattery on the quick Progreſs 1 
made, and, by his Converſation, would 
enliven the dull Study of Grammar, and 
teach me the Language in great Meaſure 

by Diſcourſe. "4 = 
My Lord's Endeavours to amuſe, were 
not wholly apply'd to my Underſtanding, 
My Heart was to have its Share of Plea- 
ſure. He made me the Diſtributer of his 
Favours; if he gave Relief to the poor, 
it 
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it went through my Hands; he enabled 
me to remove the Diſtreſſes to which I had 
been a Witneſs, and indulged me in my 
Deſire of ſearching after Wretchedneſs, in 
order to redreſs it ; requiring me never to 
go unaccompanied” by my Servant, when 
/he could not attend me; a Care which 
I then eſteemed an additional Obliga- 
tion, I was more officiouſly obeyed in 
the Houſe than he was; his Servants 
leemed to have learnt from their Maſter 
to watch every Look that might ſignify 
my Inclination, which they would not 
give Time to rife to a Wiſh. They found 
'this the ſerene Road to their Lord's Fa- 
vour, to which I was certainly indebted 
for all their Aſſiduity. Had real Regard 
for me inſpired any one of them, he 
would have ſhewn' it, more eſpecially by 
warning me againſt the baſe Views, which 
they ao re acquainted with the Manners 
ot Mankind, muſt know their Lord en- 
tertained, 
In this Manner my Time paſſed, till 
the Beginning of Winter; I was conſtane- 
ly employed, but never. weary, for every 
Employment was made an Amuſement; 
and I had nothing to prevent my being 
really happy, but the Loſs of my Aunt's 
Company, and the melancholy — 
| hic 
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which would ariſe whenever I thought of 
her ſolitary State, and the Grief ſhe muſt 
feel on Account of her Uncertainty con- 
cerning me. Theſe would intrude them- 
ſelves on my kvelieſt Hours; If J en- 
joyed any Entertainment, the Remem- 
brance of her would check my Pleaſure 
and reproach me for having given Way to 
any one while ſhe was in Afflicton. Could 
1 have baniſhed theſe Reflections, I ſhould 
have been extremely happy. The Change 
of Seaſon had not robbed me of all my 
Pleaſures, it only varied them. The Eaſe 
ot my Mind never depended on the gay 
Scenes of Nature, nor can my Chearful- 
neſs be clouded by heavy Skies, overſha- 
dowing the Sun. Every Thing that is 
agrecable is not neceſſary, the Decay of all 
vernal Beauties ſo little affected me, that 
I was ſhocked when my Lord told me, 
we muſt ſoon remove to London, I felt 
a Sort of Dread at the Thoughts of a 
Change of Place; the cruel State of my 
Mind during the only Journey I had ever 
taken, had made me aflociate very paintul 
Ideas with that of travelling. | 

My Lord endeavoured to perſuade me 
that I ſhould .prefer London to my Country 
Habitation during the Winter: He told 
me of the Variety of Diverſions, and 
Crowd 
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Crowd of Company, which there, in con- 


Rant ſucceſſion, invite to Amuſements. 


This appeared to me no bad Opportu- 
nity of renewing a Suit, from which I had 
for ſome Time deſiſted ; and, accordingly, 
I told him, that ſince that Place afforded 
ſuch various Entertainments he could not 
find the loſs of ſo poor a Companion as 
myſelf; it would, therefore, be the nobleſt 
Proof of his Affection to comply with 
my ardent Wiſhes of being reſtored to 
my Aunt, whereby he would bind me in 
eternal Gratitude to his generous Huma- 
nity. 

Deſpair of Succeſs had made me ſo long 
ſilent on this Subject, that I believe my 
Lord was the more ſhocked at hearing 


- me renew my Requeſt : I never ſaw greater 
Diſtreſs in a Countenance than was then 


impreſſed on his; he made me no imme- 
diate Anſwer, till ſeeming a little to recover 
himſelf, with a melancholy Air, which 
improved the Beauty of his Face, then 
bedewed with Tears, he preſſed my 
Hand in his, and putting the other round 
my Waiſt, “can my lovely Opbelia” ſaid 
he, ** wiſh to leave me? Can you be infen- 


4+ ſible to the Misfortune it would be to me 


« to loſe that Society from which I can 


« ſcarcely bear an Hour's Abſence? Aſk 
** any 
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* any Thing, but yourſelf, and judge of 
„my Love, by the Pleaſure with which I 
* ſhall grant it: But Life has no Charms 
© for me but in giving me the Power of 
* converſing with you, and to relinquiſh 
„one is giving up the other.” 

I was ſo moved with the Effet of what 
I had already ſaid, that I could no longer 
urge my Suit; I could not even wiſh to go 
while he ſeemed averſe to it, but told him, 
It was not juſt to be offended with me 
“ for a Deſire to return to one, with whom 
„ I had been ſo long united in Affection, 
conſequently ought to love better than he 
* could me, in ſo ſhort a Time.“ “ Ceafe 
* my deareſt Life,” interrupted he, “ ceaſe 
* to excuſe yourſelf by an Apology more 
* cruel than the Requeſt. Compare not 
* the cold, the dull Affection of an Aunt 
* to that you have inſpired me with; her 
* Heart is incapable of ſuch ſtrong Senſa- 
* ſations. In Pity to the Tortures your 
% Indifference gives me, conceal it; ak 
« low me a Poſſibility of flattering myſelf 
* again, that you make me ſome Return 
« of Affection for all I feel for you; do 
« not throw me any more back to the 
% Pains of crueleſt Diſappointment, as 
„you have now done, by the renewal 
« of a Deſire, to which I had hoped 


*« your 
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_ © your Heart had ceaſed to prompt you. 

% Surely I am the moſt miſerable of Men, 
% to be able to impart and teach you every 
Thing but that on which my Happineſs 
©. moltdepends..Can your Mind only receive 
* Impreſſions? Is the Heart of my Ophe- 
/a inſenſible to no. Diſtreſs but mine? 
Will ſhe who endeayours to relieve all 
* other Wretchedneſs, increaſe that which 
„ ſhe alone can Cure.“ | 

Tears accompanied his Words, and 
his Head ſunk on my Shoulder: 1 could 
not forbear mingling a few with his; I 
grieved for having afflicted him, : 
wiping his Eyes with my Handkerchief, 
endeavoured to repair what I had done, 
with the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of my At- 
fection, which indeed I never felt ſo pow- 
erfully as at that Moment; and, with a 
warmth which my Heart inſpired, aſſured 
him, that Gratitude to my Aunt for her 
« Care of, and Goodneſs to my helpleſs 
©« Infancy, and Pity for what ſhe muſt 
„ have ſuffered on my Account, were 
« the only Sentiments that could make 
% me prefer her Society to his.” 

My unwillingneſs to give him Pain, 
made me-ever after ſilent on this Subject: 
thought ſuch tender Affection deſerved 
my Gratitude ; and ſhould have looked 
| ue: UPON. 
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upon the urging this Requeſt as a greater 
Breach of that Duty towards him, than 
my deſiſting from an unavailing Attempt 
was of my Want of Duty to my Aunt. 

But neither the relinquiſhing that Hope, 
nor the kindeſt Expreſſions L could uſe, 
had power to raiſe my Lord's Spirits ; his 
Dejection laſted ſome Days, during which 
he told me, © all I did now was out of 
«© Compaſſion, what I ſaid before, was the 
« Dictates of my Inclination, and while 
that Thought laſted, it was not in the 
„ power of Words to give him Conſo- 
* lation.” However, theſe melancholy 
Impreſſions, which ſpread their Infection 
over my Heart, wore off before the 
Time of our Departure. 

My Lord's Spirits were not raiſed by 
the Neceſſity of changing his Abode z 
he ſighed after the Seaſon of Leiſure 
which left him to the free Enjoyment of 
my Company, whereas his Winter Occu- 
pations muſt frequently divide us. This 
was a mortifying Reflexion for me, who, 
both by Inclination and Cuſtom was now 
taught to think his continual Converſation 
abſolutely neceſſary to my Eaſe of Mind, 
while I was detained from my Solitude, 
But he would endeavour to perſuade me 
that I ſhould be better leaſed in _— 
| that 
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that Novelty and Gaiety would more than 
recompence me for his enforced Abſence z 
and with this Notion he would - increaſe 
his Dejection, though I often told him 
this ſeemed rather the Fear of Hate than 


Love, ſince his uneaſineſs. aroſe from the 


Apptehenſion of my being pleaſed, He 
raved at my inſenſibility in Terms that I 
could not well comprehend, and made 
me find that Ignorance was dangerous when 


2 are eaſily offended, for without De- 
- 


gn I had ſeveral Times diſpleaſe 
him, 


— — ͤ — — — 


CHAP XL 


HE Day before we left the Place 
Lord Derchefter told me, that © It 
e would be adviſable for me to be ſilent 
* as to my Birth and former Way of Life, 
4% as well as to the Means by which 1 was 
* taken from it; for the Oddneſs of the 
„ Event, would make People curious to 
« ſee me, and ſo attentive in obſerving me, 
* as would greatly Pain my natural Baſh- 
* fulneſs; and that if they perceived my 
* Ignorance of the Cuſtoms of the World 


* 
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4% it-would ſubject me to Ridicule.“ He 
therefore adviſed me * to give Way only 
„to ſilent Wonder, if any thing ſurprized 
« me, _ when he only was preſent ; 
for to him my Simplicity and natural 
« Remarks muſt always be moſt delight- 
„ful; but that to others it would be un- 
e neceſſary to give any further Account of 
„ myſelf, than that I was under his 
% Care.“ 

Either my Pride or my Reaſon was 
hurt by the Concealment my Lord pro- 
poſed; I believe the Former. Though un- 
taught, Reaſon might have made me con- 
demn thoſe who could ridicule unavoidable 
Ignorance, yet only Pride could make me 
ſo warm in my Cenſure, I told my Lord, 
that, “ The Openneſs' of my Diſpoſition 
'* made me ill qualified for any Conceal- 
© ment; that it would be ſcarcely poſſible 
* for me to hide my Ignorance intirely; 
and when any Sins of it broke forth, 
mit might make me a pear ridiculous to 
* ſuch as knew not my — z where- 
as thoſe who did, could not be ſurprized 
«* at the neceſſary Effects of it. That 
% were it a Misfortune or a Fault, it 
<< ſhould rather excite Pity than Mirth. To 
triumph over the Weakneſs of others,“ 


I added, * js cruel, but when their Inferi- 
« ority 
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ority proceeds merely from the Want of 
Advantage and Opportunities of Im- 
provement tis no leſs fooliſh than 
inhuman, to be proud of a Superiority 
ſo obtained, 'To practice Virtue, is to 
live up to the Dictates of pure and divine 
Wiſdom z to know our duty, tlie Intl 
and the Delign of our Creation, an 
make it our Rule of Action to adorn 
with pure and warm Devotion the Au» 
thor of our Being: To be not only 
humane and benevolent to our fellow 
Creatures, but mindful even to what we 
eſteem the loweſt Work of God, is 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, beyond what 


your Arts can teach; for by what I 


have already ſeen, in leading Men after 
vain Purſuits, they make them neglect 
the moſt important Duties.” 
My Lord anſwered, © that what I ſaid 
was more agreeable - to Reaſon than 
Cuſtom. That the Multitude were fool- 
iſh and inconſiderate, and would both 
blame and praiſe without juſt Cauſe, 
Such Opinions indeed, a rational Perſon 
might think below their Regard ; but 
Experience would 'teach them, that 
Fools like other Reptiles could teize us 
with their Noiſe, notwithſtanding our 
juſt Senſe of their Inſignificance, 
ä | | He 
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He then repreſented to me, „ How 
« diſagreeable I ſhould find it, to have 
all Eyes upon me wherever I appeared 
every one if I ſpoke, liſtening to hear 
« What the fair Savage would ſay, and 


calling natural Reaſon and Senſe, be- 


cauſe little known to them, ridiculous 
« Ignorance,” 

It he had not mollified the Term of 
Savage, he might have incurred the An- 
ger ſo juſtly due to the People he de- 
ſeribed, but he gilded it with Love and 
Flattery, and the Vexation I had received 
at my firſt Appearance, from being gazed 
at, was ſo freſh in my Remembrance, that 
it prevailed upon me to conſent to the 
Silence he required, concerning my paſt 


Life. 


This was not the only Thing for which 
he was to prepare me; he now informed 
me, that we ſhould not live in the ſame 
Houſe. This ſhocked me, I knew not 
why; I could not reſtrain a ſtarting Tear, 
I felt a Proof of abated Love; but Pride 
checked my uttering the Accuſation, whilſt 
Reſentment under the Appearance of Sur- 
prize and Curioſity, enquired the Rea- 
ſon of it. My Lord told me, that, © his 
« Houſe was not large enough to re- 
« ceive me, with Convenience to myſelf ; 

beſide, 
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« beſide, that the 1 Numbers of Peo- 
„ple he was obliged to ſee upon Buſineſh, 
« would be very troubleſome to me.“ 
The Delicacy of theſe Reaſons, which 1 
did not doubt were real, made me ſpeak 
plainer than Reſentment had done; I aſ- 
ſured him, that, “nothing could be fo 
« vexatious to me, as being abſent from 
« him, and that were we in different 
« Houſes, I muſt loſe, a great Deal of 
« his Company, which I might otherwiſe 
„ enjoy, eſpecially as Buſineſs would en- 
« gage him ſo much at Home. For were 
« T under the ſame Roof, the ſhorteſt In- 
10 2 would allow me the Sigfit of 
„ him.” 

Though he was tranſported with my 
Reaſon for begging not to be ſeparated 
from him, yet he plauſibly evaded all I 
could ſay, and brought me to acquieſce, 
though not to approve, 


CHAP. 
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HAP. XV, 


HE next Day we hid Adieu to 

the delightful Place, where every 
Thing had ſeemed dedicated to my In- 
clination, and began our Journey to Lon- 
don. The firſt Day paſſed agreeably ; the 
ſecond was very favourable for Travelling, 
and_we ſet out early, But ſtopping on the 
Road to Breakfaſt, my Lord left me, 
and went to make a Viſit in the Neigh- 
. bourhood, where I was to call upon him 
after our neceſſary Refreſhment. 

Being told the Chariot was ready, I 
went down Stairs, and finding it at the Door, 
got in, ordering the Servant of the Houſe 
to tell my Lord's Servants to follow, not 
ſeeing them in the Readineſs I expected. 

As I had no Doubt but my Lord's Ser- 
vant knew better where to call upon him 
than I did, I made no Attempt towards 
giving Directions, which could have been 
but very imperfe&t. Indeed, I had ſcarce- 
ly Time to ſeat myſelf, he drove on with 

. ſuch Rapidity. I was not inclined to com- 
plain of the Haſte, for no Pace could ſeem 
too faſt for me, that was to carry me to | 
the Companion, whoſe Abſence, ſhort as | 
it 
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it was, I found Time to regret. But af- 
ter proceeding with unabated Speed for 
half an Hour, I began to wonder at 
the Diſtance which my Lord had called 
trifling; for we had gone ſome Miles, and 
yet were not arrived at his Friend's Houſe, 
I grew alarmed, and could not help fear- 
ing that the Coachman had not received 
ſufficient Inſtructions; I called to him, 
and exerted my Voice to its higheſt Key 
to make him hear, but all in vain; the 
Road was extremely ſtoney, and the Noiſe 
the Chariot made ſo great, that my weak 
Voice was drowned by it. I then recol- 
lected that 1 had never known it rattle ſo 
before; this might be the Effect of the 
Stoneyneſs of the Road; but yet I won- 
dered, I ſhould not have found it, in 
ſome Degree, in ſmoother Ways. The 
Lining and Inſide appeared ſo much 
the ſame, I could not ſuſpect 1 was in a 
different Equipage, till the Coachman 
looking half way round, I thought, 
though I had but an imperfe&t Glance 
of his Face, that it was not my Lord's 
Servant. I then looked out at the Paint- 
ing on the Outſide of the Doors, and was 
immediately ſenſible, that I was not in my 
Lord's Vehicle, 
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I ndw grew ſtrangely alapmed, though 
I knew not what to think, and called 
to the Man to ſtop, as loud as ] poſſi- 
bly could, but with as little Succeſs as 
before; for my Voice had not received 


equal Strength with my Impatience; and 


after having ſcreamed myſelf hoarſe, was 
reduced to wait in Silence for a lueky 
Opportunity, to do what my Efforts could 
not; imagining ſomething muſt ſoon ſtop 
our extraordinary Speed. In this Hope, 
however, I was diſappointed, for it conti- 
nued ſome Hours longer, which, fretted 
and fatigued as I was, appeared to me 
an Age. At laſt, the Chariot drove up 
to a Houſe, and ſtopped at the Door; 
but I was by that Time, ſo confounded 
and hurried, that I was in a Kind of Stu- 
pefaction, and ſcarcely knew how to 
aſk the Queſtions I wanted to have an- 
ſwered. | 

A fat old Woman hobbled out of the 
Houſe to meet us, and opened the Cha- 
riot Door, My Conſternation was too 
great to allow of much Connection in 
my Ideas, I cried out, on her taking hold 
of me, for her Appearance was diſguſt- 
ful, Who are you? Where's my Lord? 
What Place is this? not waiting for An- 

Vor. I. F ſwers 
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{wers to the teſpective uation till all 
were uttered. | 

Do not be in ſuch a Hurry, ſweet 
„ young Lady,” interrupted the fat Gen- 
tlewaman, « you are with Friends, my 


. Dear: his Lordſhip's Honour will 


here by and by. You know he 
« muſt not come in broad Day-light z 
* but fear not, as ſoon as it is dark, he 
« will fly to your Arms, like any Spar- 
row to his Mate; and Pretty Ones they 
© are in Faith Ay, ay, he has an 
„Hawk's Eye for Beauty, like to like, 
Beauty to Beauty, it ſhould be ſo. All 
the Women Jong for him, and happy 
« the: ſhe, that he youchſafes to take 
„Notice of.“ | 
If che firſt Sight of this ann diſ- 
guſted me, her Manner and Diſcourſe were 
Rl mere odious. As ſhe attempted to 
lead me into the Houſe, I inſenſibly re- 


lifted; I had no Reaſon to refuſe it, but 


Confuſion and Diſlike directed my Ac- 


tions, and I ſhould ſcarcely have known 


how, ſtrongly they operated, had not 


the old Gentlewoman continued. Why 


da. you ſtare ſo, ſweet Madam ? though 
«:] ama Stranger, I will be as true and 


6 ruby to you, as ever a Woman yon 


could 
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« could meet with. You ſeem hugely ti- 
<« etſome truly, but I warrant we ſhall ſee 

« you more couragiouſer by and by.“ 
Conquering Reſiſtance which was unin- 
tended, I ſuffered myſelf to be led into 
the Houle, where ſhe continued talking 
in the ſame fulſome Manner, till no longer 
able to endure. her, 1 deſired to be left 
alone, a Favour ſhe would not grant, 
without a little Prelude to her Compliance. 
« A pretty Dear,“ cryed ſhe, © ſhe wants 
« to think a little, well, well, think as 
* much as you pleaſe till Evening. Tou 
ti tender ones love io pay it off with think- 
* ing: Well, Thoughts are free, as they 
% ſay, or the Lord have Mercy upon us.“ 
Had not her Words flowed even more 
freely than her Thoughts could tiſe, I 
ſnould have liked her Company better, 
and found leſs Occaſion to cry out for 
Mercy, though ſhe ſeemed to think Free- 
dom of Thought ſo dangerous. The old 
Woman, indeed, was not miſtaken in ſup- 
poſing I wanted to think, for I really had 
Occaſion for a little Lime to compoſe 
my Mind. in order to get ſome Light 
into this ſtrange Event; but little could 
Reflection give me; I was more than ever 
at a Loſs to gueſs at Lord Dorcheſter's 
F 2 Meaning 
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Meaning in' all this, and Thinking more 
mcreaſed' my Perplexity. I repented that 
my Diſlike ' to the Woman's Converſa- 
tion had made me forbear trying if ſhe 
could give me any Information as to 
my Lord's Intention, which was not im- 
poſſible, as ſhe ſeemed ſo well apprized 


of the Time he was to come there. My 


Repentance was in no Danger of being 
long, as a ſincere Amendment may rea- 
ſonably comfort the repentant Perſon, for 


in about an Hour ſhe returned, and gave 


me an Opportunity of repairing my Neg- 
lect, — 2 ſo * as at her 
firſt Appearance I hoped to do; for till 
J had ſtood her Diſcharge of Nonſenſe; 
1 had no Chance of being heard. Before 
I could make an Attempt to ſpeak, ſhe 
began. 215 | 

« Whatſtill wiſhing, and wiſhing the Sun 
4 to make Haſte toBed? Yes, yes, to be ſure, 


© the Moon-gives a more prettier Light to 


4 ſuchaſweet Pair as you are. Well! a hand- 


« ſomer Couple one would not wiſh to 
« ſee in a Summer's Day; you are a per- 


0 fect Beauty, Sweeting, and a more come- 
« lier Gentleman never trod this Earth.” 
« But, my pretty Jewel,” © one Carnot 
live upon ſheer Love; you will love 
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&* the better for a little good Eating and 


*. Drinking. Do not think you ſhall be 


ſtarved in this Houſe; here it comes.“ 


Accordingly, the Cloth was laid and 


the Table ſpread, in leſs Time than ſhe 
had ſpent in her Preface to it; and ſhe 


ſo notably beſtirred herſelf. in this Part of 
her Buſineſs, ; that I could not make her 


liſten to the Queſtions I put concerning 
the Reaſans of my Lord's ſo ſuddenly al- 


tering; the Intentions with which he left 
me. I hoped for more Attention, when 
that Part of her Employ. was over, but 
found her Thoughts had ſtill a ftronger 


Attraction ; for when the Table was co- 
vered, her whole Faculties were ingtoſſed 


in doing Honour to her Entertainment, on 
which ſhe made ſuch Depredations, that I 
no longer wondered at her Bulk. I had 
little Inclination to eat, therefore repeated 


my Queſtions, but got no Anſwer, ex- 


cept, © ſhe knew nothiag of that. The 
* firſt. ſne had heard of the Affair was, 
6 that my Lord would be. there as; that 

* Night, and that ſhe might expect me 
in the Morning; as for any farther De- 
* ſign, ſhe was ignorant of it.” Find- 
ing I could learn little from her, I in- 
treated her Abſence, as ſoon as ſhe had 
F 3 finiſhed 
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finiſhed her Meal, and determined to wait 
my Lord's Arrival with what Patience I 

could, From him I _ to learn the 
Occaſion of this ſtrange Whim, for as ſuch 
I could but eſteem itz and repined at my 
Fate, that had ſubjected me to be the 
Sport of any one's Caprice z for it had 
really a very diſagreeable Effect on my 
Spirits. However, as I grew more com- 
ſed, I began to perſuade myſelf, that a 
an whoſe Love had been ſo very ſincere, 
could not mean to diſtreſs me; he could 
not be much to blame, Chance muſt cer- 
tainly be. partly in Fault; with theſe Re- 
flections adminiſtring what Conſolation 1 
could to my Mind, I waited the Cloſe. of 
Day, and when that arrived, I-durſt not 
call ſor artificial Light, leſt my fat Land- 
lady ſhoold ny the Candles z and 
ſhe did not bring them voluntarily, I ſup- 
poſe, from a Notion, that I was aſleep; 
for I got away, 2 | 
which was real, though. a Defire of Sleep 
was not the Conſequence of it, 
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fling a Wearineſs, 
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tation. I knew not how very 


to meet him, had not the Want of Light 
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CHAP, XV. 


FTER 1 had been about an Hout 
A in the Dark, I heard an Equipage 
tive into the Vurd. My Heatt now felt 

a Flutter it had never known before this 
being the firſt Time of any long Separa- 
tion from my Lord, I was, till — ig 
norant of the Pain or Pleaſure of Expec- 
dear his 
Company was to me, till taught by being 
a whole Day without it. x. immedia 
2 I aght 1 penetrced his De in this 
dventure ; i ing that he 
20 2 contrtved it as a Puniſhment 
ſor my Deſire uf leaving _ = to 
t my g that by 
r 
own Heart, which could never be able to 
bear his Abſenee. 
My Impatience would have odds me 


made me unable to find my Way; how- 
ever, I was pleaſed to diſcover by the 
Haſte with which he ran up Stairs, that 
he was not leſs impatient to fee me. The 
Door flew open, while his hobbling Guide 
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puffed after him, with a Pace ſo unequal 
to his, that when he entered the Room, 
the Glimmering of her diſtant Light 
ſerved only to give us a very imperfect 
View of each other. I ſcarcely could diſ- 
cern him before I found myſelf in his 
Arms. The Rapidity with which he 
flew to me, and the Eagerneſs of his Em- 
brace,” aſtonifhed and ſtartled me: I never 
had ſeen any Degree of ſuch Familiarity in 
him. I vas not ſenſible of any Impropriety 
in the Expreſſions of Affection; but without 
knowing a Reaſon for it, I was diſturbed 
with this Addreſs. I could not think ſuch 
Violence the neceſſary Conſequence of 
Love; I was as much rejoiced, I imagin- 
ed, as he could be, and yet ſuch Beha- 
viour did not appear natural to me. Sud- 
denly ve heard a Scream, accompanied 
by ſome. Oaths in a hoarſer Tone, which 
ſerved: as Baſe to the ſhrill Treble of the 
affrighted old Gentlewoman and terrified 
me to a great Degrec. We preſently 
heard their Steps upon the Stairs, and a 
Man crying out Where is this Diſgrace 
% to my Family? reſtore her to me, or 
% this Sword ſhall force her from you!” 
„% never;” anſwered the Gentleman with 
me, in a Voice quite different from my 
| Lord's, 
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Lord's, never ſhall ſhe be torn from 
« theſe Arms; with my Life will I de- 
« fend her.” And canght faſt hold of 
me, who was endeavouring to run as far 
from theſe horrid Threats, as I could. 
Had not Fear overpowered my Senſes, I 
might have perceived there muſt be ſome 
Miſtake in this Affair; but Fright and 
Ignorance made me incapable of drawing 

any rational- Concluſions, and I had little 
Chance of recovering myſelf, as the olg 
Woman entered trembling, with a Candle, 
followed by a middle-aged Gentleman, 
who. had his drawn Sword in his Hand, 
and Fury in his Eyes. A Lady, about 
the ſame Age, came -laſt, though not be- 
hindhand in Anger, if one might judge 
by her Countenance or Words, both very 
expreſſive; but not the Shrillneſs of her 
Voice, or | Sharpneſs of her Tongue, a 
Woman's only Weapons, could have ter- 
rified me ſo much as that ſame Inſtru- 
ment of Steel. Its Appearance was ſo 
aweful in the Eyes of the Gentleman I 
had ſuppoſed Lord Dorcheſter, that he ler 
me go, that he might the better oppoſe 
his Aſſailant in the ſame Manner; and the 
firſt Uſe I made of my Liberty, was to 
fly to a Cloſet at the other End of the 
of - Room, 
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Room, wherein T bolted myſelf with the 
utmoſt xv ke for which I might not 


ſo conveniently have found Time, had not 
he Lady her fat Guide, with a 


iolence N her Le » oppreſſed by 
their- -Butden, could not rt. 

Down fell the mighty - of Fleſh 
upon the Ground, and the Lady not ex- 
7 to overthrow ſuch ' a Mountain, 
ee her Strength too far, and by 
the old Woman's giving Way, was ſo 
drawn off her Bias, that | ihe fell over | 


fh 
Ahough I continued to dene 7 
than di 11 to m — 
made Uſe of the Pri uk 
Bob to the Cloſet de the, obſerv- 
ing through it, the Skirmiſtr from which 
J was fo happily de * The Clamours 
grew intolerable | old Gentleman 
Genel the young kn ith Fury z the 
younger returned it with 'Scorn z Names 
quite new ta me were and returned 
each called aloud for Veugeance, but nei- 
ther haſtened to take *%s Their Swords 
ſhone bright indeed, bur appeared ſafe — 
in their Scabbards ; as they were not 
reſplendent enough to dazzle the Eyes, 
they ſeemed perfectly innocent. os 
re 
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More vigorouſly did our ſofter Sex exert 
itſelf; the Lady adminiſtred Fuel to her 
own Anger by reviling the Stumbling- 
block that had, ignominioully brought her 
to the Ground; ſhe called her Bawd, en- 
nobling every Sentence with that Name, 
which was ſo unknown to me, that I ima- 
2 it a ſynonimous Term for a tac 
oman ; ſhe accuſed her of ruining her 
Daughter z and having worked. herſelf. up 
to a proper Spirit, fell to beating her molt 
vnmercifully, _ 

The Victim of her Rage roared all the 
Time es if ſhe expected every Blow would: 
end the Life ſhe had nouriſhed with ſo: 
much Pleaſure and Care. At laſt, finding 
that Defence not ſufficient to deliver her 
from an Enemy,. whoſe Ears had been too- 
much accuſtomed to her own, “ troublous 
* 1 to be capable of being wound - 

y. Clamour, ſhe tried her Strength, 
and ſtruggled with ſuch Succeſs, that. ſhe 
extricate:!! her Arms from under her Antas 
goniſt, and returned the Blows. The Battle 
now grew very hot; tierce were the At- 
tacks and vigurous the Defenco. Tongues, 
inſtead! of Drums animated. the Combat 
ants; for they did not ſuſpend' the Exer - 
ciſe of Speech, tho' 2 Hands ſuffisiontly- 

Hro- 


| 
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proclaimed their Animoſity to Perſons of 
any tolerable Apprehenſion; but they af- 
ſaulted each others Ears with as much Vio- 
lence as their Caps. Abuſe flew as thick 
as Blows; and it was not long before they 
were both uncoiffed. The Loſs of one 
Cap expoſed: to view a fine Head of grey 
Hair, tho' then cruelly ' diſhevelled, that 
feemed to denote more Maturity of Reaſon 


and Coolneſs of Brain than was agreeable _ 


to what had paſſed. The other ſeized theſe 
hoary Honours; the Reverence they ſhould 
have inſpired being totally extinguiſhed by 


Envy, which gave redoubled Rage to the 
Enemy. The fame Accident happening 


to herſelf, having unfortunately expoſed a 
_ Hairleſs Head, for Time had been more 
cruel to her; however, a few Graſps made 
ſuch violent Depredations, that, as Shake- 
ſpear fays, She made theſe Odds all even; 
for getting the better of the Partiality of 
Time, ſhe reduced her Adverſary to the 
ſame bald State as herſelf. | 


While the Women ſhewed an — — ; 


Deſire of Revenge, the wiſer Men til] con- 
tented themſelves with only declaring their 
Thirſt for Vengeance. Their Reſolutions 
ſeem'dall for Blood and Murder; every Word 
threatned Maiming, Scarifications, Wounds 

h or 


— 
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— — 


OPHELIA: rog 


or Death; but they were too great Philoſo- 
phers not to govern their Actions, though 
their unruly Tongues could not be con- 


ttouled. They brandiſhed their Swords, 


but each was careful to avoid giving any 
Scratch that might exaſperate his Antago- 
niſt. In ſhort, they ſtormed ſo exactly in 
the ſame Key that neither found himſelf ſo 
inferior to the other as to be reduced to calt 
in a ſharper Aſſiſtant. Nor conld either 
prevail on himſelf to attempt the Deſtruc- 
tion each ſwore to effect, till the old Gen- 
tleman recollecting he might gain the Ho- 
nour of a Murder, without Danger of a 
mortal Reſiſtance, prudenily changed the 


Object of bis Threats, and calling to me 


under the flattering Denomination of his 
ſhameleſs Daughter, ſwore he would break 


| down the Door if I did not open it inſtant- 


ly; as ſolemnly aſſuring me, that when he 
could get me within his Reach he would 
pierce my diſobedient Heart. This, no 
doubt, was a moſt alluring Invitation; he 


would have had an excellent Chance of 


bringing me out of my Sanctuary by ſuch 
a Declaration, had I not grown ſenſible 
that I owed my Danger to a Miſtake, and 
therefore the ſureſt Way of avoiding the 
one, was to rectify the other. T * ag 

oon 
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| as I became convinced of the Error 
ich. occaſioned this Buſtle, began to 
find ſame Entertainment in the Fray, yot 
my Spirits were in too di ſcompoſed & Situa- 
tion to be much pleaſed. L reſolved to 
— myſelf. to quiet the, Tempeſt,. but 
N bow to perform it ſafely i ſnould 
Man remain as obſtinate in his 
Ear as the young one, he might deprive 
me of all Senſe before I could reſtore him 
to his Senſes ; in Age, Anger will: ſome · 
times be quicker than the Sight. I. there- 
fore was reſolved. not to furrender at Pi- 
eretion, bus purpoſed to capitulate before [ 
ventured out of my Fortreſs, I called out 
to them, that, They were all miſtaken. 
in me, that I was united to none of them. 
« either by Blood or Affection : and if the 
Gentleman who ſuppoſed himſelf my 
Father would but give his Eyes Leiſure 
to convince him of his Error, I'would 
come forth to them.“ 5 
5 The Promiſe I allend was given me, and 
k opened my Door, but I had not gone two 
Steps. into the before the old Man, 


whoſe Eyes were grown dim by Age, and 
his Reaſon obſcured by Paſſion, ran at me 
with his Sword drawn ; I was flying back, 


into > Wy Aſylum, from whence I ſhould 
not 
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not eaſily have been again tempted forth, 
had — young Gentleman reſcued me 
from the ſudden End with which my Ex- 
iſtence was threatened, by catching hold 


of the outragious Father. Upon the Pto- 
miſe of not letting him go till better Light 


hai cleared up the Miſtake, I conſented to 


roach the Candle, which 
ewed theur all, that they 


venture to 
immediately 


were in an Error, and gave Riſe to a new 
kind of Uproar, one exclaiming for his 
- Havviet, the other eryi 
ter; and all 
a 


out for his Daugh- 
peared ſo mortified to find 


r in 
apprehend a bad Reception, eſpecially as I 
eats give but v 2 — to- 
their various 
at a Loſs to com hend that all this. Con- 
fuſion was occaſtoned by the Servant at the 
Inn having informed me of the Readineſs 
of this young Nobleman's Equipage, in- 
ſtead of the Lady fo furiouſly conteſted, 
and by my Heedlefſfnefs, which had pre- 
vented me from diſcovering the Blunder. 
The View ef the Company was now to de- 


eeive each other, all declared the Impoſfi- 


bility of is in ſearch of the Lady I had 
perſonated, in ſo dark and fo ſtormy a 


Night, eſpecially as the Road was intri- 
cate 


Place, that I began to 


We were not long. 


. 
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cate and hard to find. But as it appeared 
this was a Feint z for the old Gentleman, I 
ſuppoſe, conſidering that it would be diffi- 
cult for him to ſteal a March as he was 
lodged in the Enemy's Quarters, thought it 
better to relinquiſh his Hopes, in order to 
diſappoint the other. Accordingly he told 
him, He was convinced he only defign- 
ed to bubble him, in lulling him into Se- 
* curity, by agreeing with him in this Point 
and then ſetting forth after the Fugitive 
hen he imagined his eaſy Dupe was faſt 
* aſleep.“ 3 Dit IWBINgE hy e 1 

He acknowledged, e had entertained 
4c the ſame lutention himſelf, but recol- 
lecting how difficult it would be to exe- 
cute it, he was reſolved to make it e- 
* qually ſo. to both, and would not go in- 
to Bed the whole Night, nor ſuffer his 
« Horſes to be unharneſſed, nor his Servants 
< tro enter the Houſe, unleſs his Lordſhip 
«. would conſent that their Servants ſhould 
4 be ſo lodged together, that they could 
not be ignorant of each other's Moti- 


ons.“ Beſides which he required, that 
* the Keys of the Houſe Doors, ſhould 
« be depofited in my Hands, and that I 
* ſhould not deliver them up till they met 
« next Morning at Day-break; * 

. 64 4 n 
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« then to carry me to the Town from 
% vhence l had, by Miſtake, been brought.“ 

The ill Grace with which the young 
Nobleman agreed to a Propoſal, that it 
was to no Purpoſe to reject, was a ſuf- 
ficient Proof that the old Gentleman had 
not miſtaken his Views. A Supper was 
now ſerved up, which I ſuppofed was in- 
tended for a more amicable Entertainment. 
Every one eat as their ſeveral Diſappoint- 
ments would permit them, but none fo 
little as my ſelf. The Fatigue and great 
Agitation of Spirits which I had that Day 
endured, affected me very much; and the 
Vneaſineſs I imagin'd Lord Dorcheſter would 
be under, on my Account, 'with my Un- 
certainty - of finding him at the Town 
where I was to be carried the next Day, 
was an additional Weight to my Spirits. 
However, Melancholy or ill Humour made 
us appear much upon an Equality, not a 
Word was uttered by one of the Company; 


the dumb Shew of Civility was ſcarcely 
r-was end- . 


kept up; and as ſoon as Su 
ed, the elderly Pair deſired to have the 
Condition immediately complied with, and 
then to be ſhewn to their Chamber. 

The young Lord would have deferred 
the Delivery of the Keys, on Pretence of 


the 
+ 


\/ 


\ 


face the Impreſſion which an 
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the — — of — Hour, xo Prudence 
or Poſitivene ities to be expected in 
old Age, rejected all his Evaſions, in a 
Manner that ſhewed his Fally in preſuming 
to form Expectations on the eaſy Credulixy 
of one, who had arrived at the Age of Sul- 
Picion. 1 T3 . 47 
At laſt, yielding to Neceſſity, he delivered 
the Keys into my Hands, at the ſame Time 
intreating me to allow him an Hour of my 
Company aſſuring me in a Whiſper, that, 
Could he obtain that Favour, he ſhould 
<<. eſteem the Accident to which he ſhould 
« owe ite a very fortunate One.“ Addin 
that, A Glance of my Charms mp 
other 
„% might have made on a Heart that had 
never felt their ſuperior Excellence. 
This bombaſt Compliment was unan- 
fwerable to my grovelling Genius, ſo I at- 
tempted not to reply, and found no Incli- 
nation to grant his Requeſt z, for the Fa- 
miliarity of Behaviour which confounded 


and ſurprized me, when I took him for 


Lord 'Dorchefler, appeared odious to me, 


ſince I knew him to be another. 


My Room was cloſe to that wherein the 


Ge and Lady lay z as ſoon as I got 


into it, I bolted my Door, the better to 


ſoeure the Truſt repoſed in me, fearing leſt 


any 
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any Attempt might be made by the young 
Lord on the Keys in my Cuſtody. Tho' I 
was not acquainted with the Merits of the 
Cauſe, yet I found myſelf inclined to the 
Side of the Parents; they had a natural 
Right over their Daughter; and might 
juſtly have demanded more Duty from E 
than, according to the Appearances of the 
Affair, they ſeemed to me to have receiv- 
ed; They had, among the Articles of 
Agreement, ſtipulated for my lying near 
them, which ſecured me from Moleſtation. 
Fatigue got the better of Vexation, and 
gave me, perhaps, a quieter Night_than 
any of the Family. 


CHAP. XVI 
AD not a Habit of early rifing 
taught me to wake at Break of Day, 

e 


the Noiſe in this Houſe of Confuſion 
would have 47175 
— -e the Band: of Sleep aftinder, 


Aud rous'd me, like a rattling Peat of 
Thunder « ; 
The 
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The Eagerneſs to depart raiſed them all 
at once, the Servants were haſtened, they 
themſelves hurried, and every Thing was 
ordered with ſo much Noiſe and Buſtle that 
all were confounded ; and their Intention 
was retarded by their Eagerneſs to put it in 
Execution, | + Fs l 

I, by proceeding without any extraordi- 
nary Haſte, was dreſſed and ready before 
any of the Company; and my Spirits be- 
ing elevated by my approaching Departure 
from a Houſe I had ſo little Reaſon to like, 
I found ſome Entertainment in, obſerving 
how much they hindered each other by 
their general Hurry, At laſt, however, we 

ot into the reſpective Vehicles, the young 
rd, alone, in his, I with the old Gentle- 
man and Lady. The former had preſfed 
me to accept of a Place in his Equipage : 
But though peither of them ſeemed to pro- 
miſe a very amiable Society, yet the others 
appeared as if they would. be. the te 


troubleſome, OTE bn | 
Midſt of Crowds has 


To be alone in the 4 
been the Counterpart of that Boaſt of ab- 
ſtrated arm wid ſo often, tho' ſo ſel- 
dom, with Reaſon, pretended to, of never 


being leſs alone, than when alone ; but 


my Companions might, without Vanity, 
have 
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have claimed all the Honour that can 
atiſe from that ſublime Neglect of every 
Thing around us; for had each been the 
only Being on Earth, there could not have 
exiſted leſs Society. An abſolute Silence 
was preſerved during the whole Road, and 
ſuch is the Force of Example, that though 
nothing could be more foreign to my Na- 
ture, yet I followed it implicitly, and was 
as dumb as my Companions. In this un- 
ſociable Way we travelled till the beſt Part 
of the Day was ſpent; for not having pro- 
ceeded with the edition I had done the 
Day before, I found it a long Journey, and 
ſomewhat the more ſo for growing very 
hungry; for none of the Company would 
ſtop on the Road. It was too much to 
mortify at once two ſuch natural Appetites 
as Hunger, and the Love of Talking ; but 
I could meet with no Redreſs, I did, in- 
deed, break Silence juſt to ſignify my Opi- 
nion of the Neceſſity there was for a little 
Refreſhment both for us and the Horſes 
but the only Conſequence of it was a ſur- 
ly Sentence forh the old Lady, by Way of 
Anſwer, who, in a grumbling Tone, ſaid, 
% Thoſe were lucky who were ſo much at 
« their Eaſe as to think of ſuch Things; 
„ for her Part, her Daughter had 97 
er 
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* her Dinner and Supper too and if 1 
* had not been careleſs and fodlifſh I might 
« now have been where 1 ſhould be.“ 
Thus rebuffed, I reſumed the Silence which 
was never after broken by any of the Com- 
pany, encept by the Cough of the old 

tleman, who was ſomewhat pty ſical. 
When we arrived at the Inn from which 
I had been ſo ftrangely carried, the firſt 
Perſon I ſaw was Lord Dorchefter, who I 
afterwards underſtood, and then hoped, 
was watching at the Door, He rather lift- 
ed than handed me out of the Coach, re- 
ceiving me with an Embrace, which I 
frankly returned, overjoyed at being once 
more reſtored to him. 

My Lord ted me into the Inn, and with 
Looks of inexpreNible Delight repeated 
his Congratulations on my Arrival. He told 
me, that having waited at his Friend's 
Houſe, long after the Time he expected 
me to call on him, he grew uneaſy leſt 
ſome Accidefit had befallen me, and came 
back to the Inn to learn the Occaſion of 
my Delay, He did get remain in 
Ignorance, He found a very handſome 
dung Woman in the Inn Yard, almoſt 
rantiek; all the People athered about 


her, while ſhe, infenſible of the Ridicule 
to 


4 
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to which ſhe expoſed herſelf, lamented 
her ill Fortune, and uttered all the Ex- 
clamations of Deſpair. Though the young 
Lady's Features were altered by Fear and 
Anguiſh, yet my Lord recollected that 
he had been acquainted with her in Low 
don, where ſhe was educated by an Aunt 
with whom ſhe lived, till her Father, who, 
though a Man of Fortune, was vulgar in 
Manners, and low in Underſtanding, gave 
her his Servant for her Mother-in-law. 
The Scene was changed z he was now 
reduced to a more abje& Servitude than 
his Bride was in before, This Woman 
inſiſted on her Daughter-in-Law's return- 
ing Home, Thinking her, while at a 
Diſtance, more out of her Power than 
was agreeable to her Love for her new 
acquired Dominion, Lord Dorcheſter had 
heard of this melancholy Change in the 
dung Lady's Way of Life, and had pitied 
hen ut was now alarmed by the Apprehen- 
lions of ſome much greater Diſtreſs. He 
enquired the Cauſe of her diſtracted Be- 
haviour, and received for Anſwer, “ that 
" it was owing to another young Lady's 
„ \\aving by Miſtake gone in the Chariot, 
« deſigned for her!“ by which Means ſhe 
Was left without a Guide to the ”_ 
where 
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where ſhe was to go; but the Occaſion 
of her being ſo very much diſtreſſed about 
they could not tell, nor what ſhe meant 
by continually exclaiming, that ſhe was 
„ yndone, ſhould ſhe be diſcovered, and 
* was the moſt miſerable Wretch upon 
« Earth." E 

My Lord aſked who it was that had 
gone in the Conveyance ſhe ſo much re- 
gretted, when one of his Servants per- 
ceiving him in the Crowd, came up, and 
anſwered his Queſtion, by telling him, 
« jt muſt be Miſs Opbelia Lenox, for ſhe 
« was no where to be found, and one of 
« the Servants of the Inn had confeſſed 
« that ſuppoſing it her Equipage, he had 


% informed her it was ready.“ Another 
belonging to the Houſe ſoon confirmed 
this, by declaring, he ſaw me get into it, 


and had received Orders from me to bid 
the Servants follow directly. 

My Lord was polite enough to telkme, 
that he was now a fit Companion for the 
* P Lady, being almoſt as mad 
as ſhe was; till his Mind received ſome 
Conſolation, by conſidering that the Miſ- 
take could not laſt long, and that he 
might get ſuch Information from her, as 
would enable him to overtake me. Up- 
| on 
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on this, he prevailed with her, to go 
into a Room, where he could more con- 
veniently enquire into the Affair, and ſhe 
might with more Decency indulge her 
Grief, 

The young Lady frankly declared to 
him, that from the Time ſhe left Lon- 
don, ſhe had received the moſt cruel Treat- 
ment from her Mother in Law; who 
not contented with the Sufferings ſhe 
could herſelf inflict, had frequently exaſ- 
perated her Father ſo much againſt her, 
that ſhe had led a wretched Life, The 
Beginning of that Summer Lord 
came into their Neighbourhood on a Vi- 
lit z he ſoon diſtinguiſhed her by his Ad- 
drefles, and, in the 1 repeated 
Viſits gave him, had prevailed with her 
to fly from all the Miſeries inflicted on 
her, and commit herſelf to his Protection. 
The Manner of her Flight was performed 
according to the Plan they had agreed 
on; when in the Middle of the Exe- 
cution, I fruſtrated their Scheme, by my 
unlucky Miſtake. '- 

Lord Dorcheſter told me, that, out of 
a juſt Senſe of the Duties a Child owes 
to her Parent, he endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her againſt ſo great a Breach of 

Vor. I. G her's, 
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her's, adviſing her to go to her ' Aunt, 
and aſſuring her of his 'moſt earneſt En- 


dearours to prevail with her Father to 


conſent to her living there, 
His Care was not unavailing, the young 


Lady conſented ,z and he hired her a 


Chariot, ſending one of his Servants to 
eſcort her to Landon. All the Satisfaction 
he received was, from having reclaimed 
her from Diſobedience, for ſhe was ſo ig- 
noxant of what was to become of her 
after ſhe got into Lord 's Equi- 
page (js Servant being her Guide) that 
ſhe_ could not give the leaſt Account 
where I might be found, —However, after 
my Lord ſaw her ſet out towards London, 
he and his Servants went forth on a fruit- 
leſs Search, till Night and Diſpair of Suc- 
ceſs brought them back to the Inn, with 
an Intent of making a- more exact Search 
the following Day. - 

Accordingly, they porlus d their Purpoſe 
the, next Morning as as Day appeared, 
but having been equally unſucceſsful as 
the Night before, — returned to the Inn, 
ſtill in Hopes 1 might be agaio. brought 
thither. Reduced to this Expectation as 
his only Reſource, he was walking every 
Way within Sight of pt in the ex- 
191 tremeſt 
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tremeſt Impatience, when his Attention 
was awakened by the Sound of two Ve- 
hicles from a croſs Road, Probability was 
now unneceſſary z the ſmalleſt Poſſibility 
is ſufficient - to flatter our Expectations in 
any Thing we grdently deſire; my Lord's 
Hopes were raised, and were not diſap- 
pointed; for it was our Equipages which 
had given Riſe to them. 


— — — I — 
* - Sa * — * wy 


CH AP. XVII. 
FTER I had performed my Part 
in giving an Account of all the 
Conſequences of my Error, and made 
ſome ſevere Reflections on my Inadver- 
tence; Lord Dorcbeſter finding that the 
young Lady's Father and Mother were in 
the Inn, left me, in order to perform the 
Promiſe he had given, of trying the Force 
of his Eloquence, on a Mind too in- 
ſenſible to afford him any Certainty of 
Succeſs. 


Above two Hours paſſed in this Con- 


| ference, at the End of which be returned 

to me, and informed, that he had not 

only prevailed on the Gentleman to for- 
| G 2 give 
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give his Daughter's intentional. Difobe- 
dience, in Conſideration of her ſincere Re- 
pentance, and to give her Leave to re- 
main with her Aunt; but had even ob- 
tained the Permiſſion, uhder his Hand, 
with a Settlement on his Daughter, While 
ſhe continued there; to put it out of his 
Wife's Power to make him recall. his 
Fromiſe.w 1; + 5: 

I have related this Affair, 28 it was 
chen told me.; but I ſhall now give your 
 Ladyſhip an exact Account of ſome Cir- 

ED which were concealed - from 
me, till Secrecy. was of no longer Uſe. 
What appeared plain enough to my un- 
doubting Ignorance, would ſeem obſeure 
to thoſe, whoſe Knowledge of the World 


leads them to ſee a ecard Far- 
ticulars. 


This Nobleman had not been l in 
the Neighbourhood of this Family, before 
he began to make his Addreſſes to the 
young Fugitive, and pretending to be un- 
married, he feigned honourable Views, in- 
venting Reaſons for concealing it from her 
Father. He at laſt prevailed with her, to 
make her Eſcape from her Parents, and 
fy to him; promiſing to ſanctify ſo raſh 
ae by an immediate Marriage. _— 

| zefe 
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FTheſe 'Particulars ſhe related to Lord 
Dorcheſter, who acquainted her with the 
Deceit put upon her Credulity ; inform- | 
ing her, that the young Nobleman was . 
already married to a Woman of Rank [1 
equal to himſelf ; but was too well-known 4. 
in the World, for a debauched diſſolute 
| Man. 1 RBL. 5 4 * 
After ſuch a Diſcovery, it was not dif- 
ficult to convince her, that his Views were 
far different from what he pretended, and 
| that Marriage had been only made the Lure, 
1 to draw her into his Power. As Love 
* bad not extinguiſhed her Senſe of Virtue, 
$ little Conſideration was requiſite to deter- 
15 mine her to fly a Man unwarthy her Con- 
0 fidence or Eſteem. But ſhe durſt not re- 
{| turn Home, therefore could eaſier reſolve 
8 what Courſe to avoid, than what to 


: take. - In ſuch Grief of Mind, ſhe was in- 
1 capable of thinking to any Purpoſe; but 
91 Lord Dorcbeſter's Humanity led him to 


think for her, and, as I have ſaid, he 

prevailed with her to go to her Aunt, 
from whoſe Goodneſs he encouraged her 

to hope a Pardon, for an Action rather 

raſh than criminal, to which ſhe had been 

driven by the ill Treatment of her Mo- 

ther- in-Law, as much as ſhe had been en- 

G 3 ticed 
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ticed. by the Man whom ſhe loved too well. 
to ſuſpect. 

As I had no Notion a Man could 
de guilty of ſo bad an Action, 1 ſim- 
ply believed the Story, as my Lord re- 
lated it, who, chufing rather to take 
Advantage of my - [gnorance, than to 
place, his Hopes in corrupting the Inno- 
cence. of my Mind, thought proper to 
- conceal. Circumſtances, which muſt lead 
me into Reflections, that could not fail 
to alarm me on Account aa my own Si- 
tuation. 2 

J had. been fo barraffed by the Events 
of that and the preceding Day, that my 
Lord would not attempt to proceed ny 
tarther till the next Morning; by whic 
Time he hoped, Imight be alittle refreſhed: 

The Remainder of our Journey was per- 
formed with Safety and Quiet, nothing 
uncommon happening to us the reſt of 
the Time. We arrived in London towards 
the Cloſe of the Evening, and I was oblig- 
ed to borrowed Light for the gay Ap- 
pearance of the Muſtitude of Shops with 
which it is filled, and, by being much il- 
luminated, they received double Luſtre. 
As all was new, all was remarkable to me, 


and at every Thing we drove by, © I 
„ wondered 


. 
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„wondered with the fooliſh Face of 


% Praiſe.” What then paſſed in my Mind, 
has convinced me, that Want of Expe- 
rience makes us as meer Children at ſix- 
teen, as at ſix Years old. Every Gewgaw' 
charmed me; every tawdry Shop amazed 
me. I ſpoke only in Exclamations; every 
Look ſtared Aſtoniſhment, The Vivacity 
of my Sentiments made my Folly the 
more conſpicuous ; but it was, at laſt 
curbed, by obferving, how much my Lord 
was diverted with my Behaviour. I wiſhed 
him alt poſſible Entertainment on any 
other Subject; but my Pride would not 
ſuffet me to continue the Object of his 
Mirth. With much Difficulty, I endea- 
vouret” to conceal my Emotions by Si- 
lence; but I found that my Eyes ſpoke 
them as ſtrongly as my Words; pr my 
Lord 'thewed me, to how little Purpoſe, 
a Perſon will pretend to act the Hypocrite, 
« whoſe Thoughts are legible in the 
« Eyes.” He not only ſaw what my Si- 
lence would have concealed, but the Rea- 
ſon why I wiſhed to do it; and, to gra- 
tify my Pride, ſaid all that could ſerve to 
convince me, that, ** 4gnorance was no 
* Reproach to thoſe who had not the 
„Means of Learning; all we received from 

G 4 « Nature 


128 


OPHELIA. 


Nature was Reaſon, this would give us 
* a Senſe of Virtue, and every valuable 
« Sentiment; but as to the manual Ope- 


not 


rations of Art, it would be Stupidity 


to be ſtruck at the firſt Sight of 


„ them.“ By ſuch Arguments he made 


me no longer appear fo little in my own 


Eyes z 


I was again reſtored to my Speech, 


and forgave him the Entertainment he took 
in it. Fic 


My 


Eyes were ſo well amuſed, that 1 


was forty when we ſtopped at the Houſe 
which my Lord told me was my own. The 
Rooms, after the ſpacious Manſion I had 
left, appeared ſmall, but were elegant and 


retty. 
the 


And as I had regretted the loſs of 
untry Scenes | had left behind, my 


Lord informed me, that as far. as was in 
his Power, he had ſupplied the want of 
them, having choſen a Houſe ſo ſituated, 
that the back Rooms looked into St. James's 


Park. 


My 


Lord ſpent the Evening with me; - 


acquainting me with the Number of m 


Famil 


y, Which conſiſted only of one Maid, 


beſides her I brought out of the Country, 


and one Footman. 


As 
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As we entered the Houſe I obſerved à 
kind of Box, much ornamented, which. 
attracted my Notice, and excited my Curi- 
ofity after the Uſe of it; this I was in- 
formed was a Sedan Chair, which, that 
nothing might be wanting to my Conve- 
nience, had been beſpoke before I came 
to Town, My Lord told me it was to- 
be my Equipage, and ſhewed me Cloaths 
for the Chairmen, in the fame Livery as. 
my Footman 1. which differed from his 
Lordſhip's; and being left in it to his own. 
Fancy, was the neareſt and genteeleſt Li 
very I have ever ſeen. | 
When Lord Dorebefter departed, being 
a good deal Fatigued with the length of 
our lourney, I went directly to Bed, nor 
could all. che Novelty which had amuſed 
my Mind keep me awake. But ſweet ay 
my Slumbers were, I could not long enjoy 
them: Sudden Noiſes in the Streets awaked! 
me in a Terror: I imagined that a dead 
Silence was the conſtant Attendant on 
Night; and having ſat in a Room that 
looked into the Park, till I went to bed, I. 
had not been undeceived in this Particulars. 
A moderate Noiſe 8 would have 
N unheard by me, ſo ſoundly 1 ſlept ;, 

t ſome People engaged in a Quarrel, 

3 


7 


Were 


cover the 
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were {6 clamourous under my Chamber 
Windows, as muſt have rouſed even Som- 
nus himſelf, My Fright was ſo great, that 
I found myſelf at the Window, before I 
was ſenſible I had left my Bed; the Noiſe 
natural! any me. thither, in order to dif- 
calion of it: The Crowd I 
beheld increaſed my Fears to a Height 
thet rendered me motionleſs ; but | was 
ſoon relieyed by ſeeing them move down 
the Street, till they were loſt both to my 
ight and Hearing, | 
When the Danger was paſt, which I 
imagined had threatened me, I endeavour- 
ed to compoſe my Spirits and return to- 
my Bed; For Reſt was no longer to be 
found there, The Hour was come for 
the return of all my gay Neighbours to 
their Houſes, which was proclaimed with 
a Noiſe that could not fail of diſturbing 
the ſober Part of the Neighbourhood, 
The Peculiarity of a Footman's Rap 
ſtartled me very much; I at firſt fancied. 
ſome ſtrange diſaſterous Diſtreſs muſt be 
the Occaſion of ſo great a Noiſe, but on 
more exact Obſcrvation, and hearing ex- 
actly the ſame fort of Knocking at differ- 
ent Doors, I began to dilcover ai. Art in 
I "= Wo 


it ill ſuited to any ſuch Cauſe, Having | 
no Notion of any other End in Knocking, | 
at a Door, than to make one's ſelf heard, | 
I could not ſuppoſe theſe Flouriſhes were | 
uſed for ſo plain and ſimple an Intent; | 
and at laſt convinced myſelf, that it muſt 
be one of the Pleafures of a People | 
whom I thought capricious enough to | 
be capable of any Thing that was ridi- | 
culous. This led me to ſome very ſevere j 
Reflections on the Hearts of thoſe who 0 
could indulge themſelves in ſo fooliſh an | 
Amuſement, at a Time of Night when 
they muſt give great Diſturbance to Per. 
fons who kept regular Hours, and might 
prove very hurtful to the Sick, I then 
had recourſe to all my Learning; and with 
the Ignorance of many cenſorious Politici- 
ans, deſpiſed the Legiſlature which admit- 
ted ſuch teizing Follies ; and by drawing 
Compariſons between this neglect of Or- 
der, and: the Accounts I had: read of the 
Governments of ' ſome other Kingdoms, 

found, in the Diſturbance of my Reſt, good 
Reaſon. to-quarrel with our Conſtitution? 

Many of thoſe who enveigh moſt/trongly 

againſt it perhaps cannot aſſign a better: 
But as Politics, though enlivened by | 
| | Anger 14 
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Anger and Cenſure, will, without Oppo- 
ſition become languid and dull; my wiſe 
and ſevere Reflections grew compoling, 
and I again fell into a ſweet Slumber. 


Sleep now ſeemed inclined to treat me like 
- a Stranger, not with the careleſs dull Man- 


ner of an old Acquaintance, letting me 
be loſt in Inſenſibility z but ſparing no 
Endeavours for my Entertainment, repre- 
ſented to me the Cottage which had ſo 
long ſheltered my Youth, gave me to my 
beloved, Aunt's Embraces, whoſe Joy was 
beyond utterance, and to be equalled only 
by my own; Lord Dorcbefler ſhewing by 
his ſmiles the Pleaſure he received — 
our Tranſports ;; and declaring himſelf re- 
warded by the Satis faction we enjoyed for 
the Journey he had taken to reſtore me to 
her, begged leave to remain a conſtant 
Spectator of our mutual Affection. In 


this pleaſing | Deception. was I entranced, 
only 


to be more afflicted by this unquiet 
Town; ſor all the ſweet Deluſion was at 
once put to flight by a Rap at my Door 
with a Club, as if cane ry break it 
apen, . with à hollow Voice, 
which though loud was unintelligible to 
me. a 14 
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I believe I was the more frighted for 
the Quiet. I had in Imagination enjoyed 
all I had hitherto felt was little to my pre- 
ſent Terror, I ran to my Maid's Room, 
which was next to mine, and by catching, 
hold of her, waked her. The Fear im- 
reſſed on my Countenance, communicated 

itſelf to her Mind ; ſhe was little able to 
inſpire me with any Courage, till I made 
her underſtind the Cauſe of my Fear, by 
deſiring her to Jiſten to the dreadful Voice 
which had alarmed-me, but was now gone 
palt my Houſe, and accompanying the 
torceable Attacks the Club was making on 
other Doots. It was with Difficulty that 
Reſpect, aſſiſted with a little Peviſhneſs at 
being ſo, unneceſſarily diſturbed; reſtrained 
her from laughing at my Fears. But with 
all the civil Gravity ſhe could aſſume, ſhe 
informed me of the Nature of the Griev- 
ance, and. made me liſten to the Words 
which had appeared unintelligible to me, 
till | underſtood enough to be convinced 
that they concerned only the Hour of the 
Night, and the Weather. I had not been 
inclined. to believe this on her Word, ſuſ- 
petting ſhe meant only to deceive me into 
a quiet State of Mind; and thought her 
Invention very poor, if it could —_— 
er 
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her with nothing better than ſo ridiculous 
| pretence, as that People ſhould ph y Mo- 

ney to be told the — and the State of 
the Weather, which, if they were aſleep 
could not be of any Conſequeuce to them, 
and if they were awake they might learn 
with leſs Clamour. My Eats, and ſome 
better Reaſons ſhe gave me for the Inſtitu- 
tion of Watchmen, at laſt convinced me, 
and I left her to finiſh her Night's Reſt, 
but not to mend mine, for the Repetition 
of the paſt Noiſes, and the Variety of 
new ones which ſucceeded them, ſoon 
overcame my Hopes of Sleep, and I quit- 
ted all Endeavours after it with my Bed, 
{pending the reſt of the tor in Reading 
and eden. 
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"CHA P. XVIIE 


Had long been well acquainted with 
1 the firſt Dawnings of Day, but was 
nos, for the firſt Time, deprived of the 
Sight of the riſing Sun, when Clouds did 
not conceal it from human Eyes, It was 
an Object that always delighted me; nor 
had 1 been accuſtomed to behold the 
Morning Light with heavy Eye-lids, and 
fatigued Spirits, which want of Sleep now 
made me experience; but as the Deſire of 
looking on a more agreeable Scene than 
a narrow Street, had led me into the 
Dining-Room, from whence I had the 
View of the Park; wearineſs of Body 
and Mind tempted me to lie down on 
a Sopha, which made part of the Furni- 
ture of the Room, and here my Situation 
being much quieter, I enjoyed a little 
Reſt, which ſufficiently refreſhed me, 

The Sight of a great Town cannot but 
amuſe a Girl, bred, in Solitude: The Con- 
courſe of People in the Streets was a ſtrange 
Appearance; all the World ſeemed abroad, 
I fancied the People were at once ſeized 
with an inability of ſitting ſtill. But * 

4 
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all J ſaw excited my Wonder, yet it did 
not ſufficiently engage my Attention, to 
prevent my growing impatient for Lord 
Dorebeſlers Company. 1 had long been 
accuſtomed to ſee him every Hour; te 
paſs a whole Day 'abſent from him was 
Miſery. I watched at the Window in 
painful Expectation of his arrival, till E- 
vening robbed me of the Power of diſtin- 
iſning Objects. In this uneaſy State of 
Mind 1 ſometimes feared ſome Accident 


| had befallen him, or that he was ſick ; at 


others, 1 apprehended a ſtilt greater Evil, 
that the want of Deſire, not the want of 
Power to viſit me, occaſioned” his long 
Abſence. This Thought ' brought me a 
relief from Tears, that enabled me to 
combat the Evils my Imagination had 
raiſed j but before ſeven o'Clock | had a 
— nr 1 j 8 laſt Lord Dor- 
rs Coac ped at my Door. 

My Spirits were ſo much funk with the 
Pains of Impatience, that I could not re- 
ceive him with that Joy in my Counte- 
nance, which the Pleaſure he ſhewed in 
ſeeing me deſerved, He flew up Stairs 
with ſuch rapidity, that there was not a 
Moment's Space between the ſtopping of 

his 


his Coach at the Door, and his entering 
the Dining-Room. 

He approached me with inexpreſſible 
Tenderneis, complaining of the tedioul- 
neſs of every Minute of his Abſence, and 
of the cruel Circumſtances which had de- 
prived him of a Poſſibility of coming to 
me till then. 

Having Inſolence enough to be piqued 
at not ſeeing him earlier in the Day; I re- 
plied, * That it muſt be almoſt impoſſible 
oat 


to many. People, to deprive themſelves 
ec 


of Amuſements and good Company, 
without they had a ſtronger Inducement 
© than a charitable Deſire of relieving the 
% Solitude, and inlivening the Mind of 
% one who could return them no Enter- 
4 tainment to recompence them for the 
% Sacrifice they made to their Humangy' 
% and, as I preferred his Happineſs to my 
« own, I was glad he had not endeavour- 
« ed at ſo difficult a Taſk,” My Eyes, 
believe, expreſſed ſame Reſentment, but 
they were not free from gathering Tears, 
which ſhewed my Grief was at leaft 
equal to my Anger, He, in return, re- 
2 me for my Inhumanity in giving 

im ſuch a Reception. Way the Plea- 
% ſore“ he ſaid, „ which he had been 
© longing 
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« longing for all. Day, turned into the 
« Mortification of finding me offended 


« with him; for the moſt. cruel way 


„ pointment he had ever experienced 

He. proteſted, that, he had never ſo ar- 
e dently wiſhed for my Company; and 
** was incapable of receiving Pleaſure 
„from any Thing elle.” He then re- 
lated. the vexatious Circumſtances by 
which he had been prevented from com- 
ing, ſoaner, gave me ſuch ſtrong Aſſurances 
of his Affection by Words, and ſo much 
ſtronger ſtill, in the ſilent Language of 
his Eyes, that I could not -refiſt ſuch 


Teſtimony: The moſt obſtinate Incredull- 


2 could not ſtand before the. Tenderneſs 
fo: vilible in his expreſlive Countenance. 

The perverſe Temper in which Lord 
Dagchefter had found me, ſerved the more 
to recommend the good Humour that 
ſucceeded it;; ſor want of a little Interrup- 


tion it had' begun to appear an habitual 


Eaſineſs: and that, though always con- 


venient, muſt ceaſe to be meritorious, 


when it is diſcovered to be involuntary. 
Beſides, my Peviſhneſs ſhewed him as well 


as myſelf, how neceſſary his Company was 


to my Happineſs; a Circumſtance that 
could not but be agreeable to him, arr 
np cou 
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could not be painful to me, while every 
Wiſh was ratified by his Preſence, and 
the Charms of his Converſation left no 
room for Reflection. 7-00 

We both complained of having been 
ſo long ſeparated, and the Joy we He wed 
in each other's Company, proved that nei- 
ther had exaggerated in the Deſcription of 
what each had ſuffered for want of it: 
Conſcious of no Motive that required 
Concealment, and ignorant of the Cuf+ 
toms of the World; I ſaw no Reaſon for 
expatiating 'leſs upon my Uneaſineſs on 
that Subject than on any other. I knew 
not that the World would have allowed 
me to have grieved for the Lofs of a 
Parrot, to have been wretched at — 
2 Maſquerade, ' miſerable at being deprive 
of the Sight of a new Opera, or diſtreſſed 
to the laſt Degree at being diſappointed of 
the principal Part of the Company at an 
approaching Drum; but would never have 
forgiven me for: declaring my Regret for 
the Loſs of the moſt agreeable _— 
nion that Society could afford me, if that 
Companion happened not to be of my 
own Sex. I, by no means apprehended 
that to declare | was pleaſed with the Con- 


verſation, and touched with the — 
0 
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of one tenderly attached to me, was an 
Offence to Decency, if the Perſon: did not 
wear the ſame ſort of Dreſs as myſelf. 
What my Heart innocently felt, I thought 
my Tongue might unreproachably utter; 
and - accordingly, in the fullneſs of my 
Heart, ſpoke as 1 my Lord, and 


with all Fthe eloquent Warmth of Truth, 


deſctibing the painful Senſations, and me- 


lancholy Reflections to which his Abſence 
had given riſe, as well as the Satisfaction 
in their being at an End, which recom- 

nced me for all the paſt ergy » 
eſſings, by long Poſſeſſion grow ſo ta- 
miliar, that we, at laſt 4 inſenſible 
of their Worth, though they influence 
our Whole Lives, and conſtitute our Fe- 
licity, We ſcarcely reflect on the Uſe 
of the Sun, unleſs ſome 4 Planta- 
tion, that has been deprived of his kind- 


ly Rays, reminds us how neceſſary he is to 
all exiſtence, 

We knew not how to part again, ſince 
when once aſunder, it was in the Power 
of perverſe Cireumſtances to keep us ſo ; 
and much of the Night was ſpent before 


Lord Dorcheſter could prevail on himſels 
to om me. 
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CH A P. XIX. 


Happ not been many Days in London 
before Lord Dorcheſter deſired I would 
ſuffer him to introduce me to Lady Paleſ- 
tine, a Relation of his, whoſe Houſe was 
the Rendezvous of all the polite People 
in Town, and where he aſſured me I 
ſhould be well entertain ed. 
The Vivacity of 2 r made me 
incline to Novelty and Amuſement, there- 
fore l readily acquieſced: A Day was fixed, 
and. I was dreſſed with the utmoſt Elegance, 
and at no inconſiderable - Expence, As 
Faſhion, not Fancy, was to be my Guide, 
1 left. the Care of adorning my Ferſon to 
my Maid, who exhauſted her Art y and [ 
dare ſay 4. ſhould, have beheld the Effects 
of we! Labours with ſome Complacency, 
had I not been apprehenſive: of being 

zed at for the uncommonneſs of my 
Education; an Impertinence by which [ 
had ſufficiently. ſuffered on my firſt ' Arrival 
at Lord Dorcheſter's and indeed, in my 
Road to it, theſe Fears made me more 
diſpoſed to find Faults than Beauties in 
my Perſon. But my Vanity taking Alarm 
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his ſudden Fit of Humility, brought 
ord Dorcheſter to its Aid, who ſo ſtrength- 
ened its Party, that 1 promiſed, with pretty 


ous 2 to follow him to Lady 
aleline's, where he was to go before, in 
order to be in readineſs to introduce me. 
Nothing had ſo much contributed to 
make me eaſy, as his Lordſhip's Aflu- 
rances.that no one but Lady Palgtine/knew 
any Thing of me, nor would ever learn 
from her, more than that I was a your 
Woman to whom he was Guardian, an 
therefore I had no Reaſon to apprehend 
any Obſervation, but what my Perſon ex- 
cited; and he aſſured me that my Drets 
and Air were ſo conformable to thoſe of 
the reſt of the World; that there was no 
Room to ſuſpect I had ever been ſe- 
cluded from it. 1% 

My Lord did not explain. to. me what 
was generally - underſtood by the Word 
Guardian; but mentioning it as a com- 
mon Thing, had I conceived any Doubts 
about the Propriety of my Situation, he 
would thereby have removed them; but 1 


was far from imagining that being under 
the Care of a Gentleman, however young 
and agreeable he might be, was any Iade- 


corum, I did not ſuſpect any one of in- 
clining 
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clining to a Vice, of whoſe Exiſtence I 
was totally Ignorant z and if I had been 
in that Particular better informed, I ſhould 
have thought nothing ſo great a Security 
as being under a Man's peculiar Care and 
Protection. Some knowledge of the 
World was neceſſary to make me believe 
any one could wiſh to injure another, long 
Experience only convinced me that a Man 
could think of . injuring one, whom he was 
bound by may tye of real Honour and 
Humanity to defend z nor could leſs have 
taught me that Men who act with the 
ſtricteſt incegrity ro their own Sex, ſhould 
imagine themſelves leſs obliged to do fo 
by ours, when they acknowledge that Na- 
ture by giving us greater gentleneſs of 
Mind, and more delicacy of Body, makes 
us dependant on them ; which Cuſtom has 
through Policy not only confirmed but in- 
creaſed, 

But it is Time to end Reflections, which 
will be thought the Dregs -of my .recluſe 
Education, and deſpiſed as vulgar and 
puritanical by the _ and polite World, 
who are above ſuch low Reſtraints as I 
may be willing to recommend; I ſhall 
therefore proceed with my Story, | 


With 
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With ſome Palpiration of Heart, | went 
to Lady Pa/eftine; I knew ſhe was to have 
Company, and the 7 neg of wn 
perhaps, a Dozen of le together, dif- 
compoſed that aukward Baſhfulneſs which 
was the Conſequence of the Solitude I had 
lived in 3 but the Flutter of my Spirits was 
turned into a real Terror on the Servants 
throwing open the Door of the firſt Room, 
which expoſed to my View ſuch a Con- 
courſe of People as I had never ſeen, nor 
aſſembled together in Imagination. I 
rurned my Back upon them, and Fear be- 
ing given as the beſt Defence to the weaker 
Part of the Creation, was determined to 
run down Stairs as faſt as J could; but 
Lord Dorcbefter, who waited juſt by the 
Door, tho' in my Fright I had over-look- 
ed him, caught” hold of my Hand, and 
then endeavoured to ſtop me by giving me 
Courage to encounter the Eyes of fo large 
a Company; he laviſhed upon me that 
beſt Cordial to drooping Vanity, Flattery, 
and undertook to perſuade me to endure to 
be looked at, by aſſuring me, that, I 
« muſt be the Object of the Admiration 
© of every one who beheld me; and that 
« if I found myſelf more gazed at than 
the reſt of the Company, I might be 
198 « cer- 
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* certain it was from being more admired,” 
This Argument has reconeiled many Wo- 
men to univerſal Obſervation z but with 
one educated as I had been, Baſhful- 
neſs muſt be Proof againſt it; however, 
he urged one Motive that inſpired me with 
Courage to follow him up the Room, 
which was ſhewing me how much I ſhould 
oblige him by doing ſo. To give him 
Pleaſure I could have performed more dan- 
gerous Adventures, tho' the paſſing thro” 
ſuch Multitudes appeared very tremend- 
ous. | 

When Lady Paleſtine ſaw me, ſhe came 
towards us, and received me in the moſt 
obliging Manner; ſpoke in the higheſt 
Strain in Praiſe of my Perſon, and thanked 
my Lord for giving her the Pleafure of my 
Acquaintance, This Flow of Politeneſs I 
received aukwardly enough ; I was at that 
Time, by Confuſion, rendered as incapa- 
ble, as I was unqualified by Nature, for 
returning ſuch Compliments ; Expreſſi- 
ons of Good-will, that I knew were 
dictated by Truth, my Heart could ac- 
knowledge, and therefore my Tongue 
could repay ; but her Ladyſhip ſoared a- 
bove my humble Conceptions. 
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As the Largeneſs of the Aſſembly made 
the Sphere of Lady Paleſtine's Care and 
Attention very extenſive, ſhe could not 
devote any great Portion of her Time to 
one Perſon ; therefore I had ſufficient Lei- 
ſure to indulge my Curioſity by obſerving 
the Company ; for tho' my Lord did not 
go to any great Diſtance from me, yet 
he was ſo engaged in Converſation with 
all the People around him, that he did not 
interrupt my Obſervations. There was 
ſomething ſo affectionate in the Addreſs 
of moſt of the Company to each other, 
that I was happy to find the People among 
whom Fortune had thrown me were ſo in- 
clined to Friendſhip. I conceived a very 
favourable Impreſſion of the whole Socie- 
ty, but was particularly pleaſed with one 
Lady, for her lively and affectionate Ex- 
preſſions of Joy at meeting with another; 
and found myſelf ſo attracted by the amia- 
ble Diſpoſition, I thought I diſcovered in 
her, that when ſhe left that dear Friend, 
could not forbear following her to the 
next: But how was I ſurprized to hear her, 
after practiſing the ſame Addreſs, com- 
plain of the Penance ſhe had undergone, in 
being obliged to ſuffer, for a whole Quar- 
ter of an Hour, the Converſation of the 
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Lady ſhe had left with all the Tokens of 
Regret! A ſecret Horror at ſuch Falſhood 
took Place of my beginning Attachment, 
and I flew from her as from a wild Beaſt; 
I believe too with a like Terror in my 
Countenance ; for Lord Dorcheſter, whoſe 
Eyes were always upon me, enquired the 
Cauſe. The Manner in which I related it, 
ſhewed how much it affected me, and I 
was amazed to ſee him ſmile at it. I could 
not forbear aſking him, Why he choſe 
to aſſociate me with ſo vile a Set of Peo- 
ple; for ſurely they would ſcruple no 
Crimes, who could unneceſſarily be guil- 
« ty of ſuch flagrant Falſhoods.“ Nor 
was [I better contented when he told me, 
theſe were Expreſſions uſed by every one, 
but believed by no body, meer Words of 
Courſe. This made no Difference in my 
Opinion, but by giving me Reaſon to add 
the Charge of Abſurdity in thus directing 
the only End of Speech to the Crime of 
Inſincerity; it ſeemed to me a Method of 
ranking ourſelves with the dumb Part of 
the Creation, in ſpite of Nature; all the 
Diſtinction was, that thoſe Nature made 
ſo, could not pronounce Words, and the 
others rendered themſelves ſo, by uttering 
no Meaning. I could not poſſibly allow, 
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that the Obligation of joining in Society 
required any more of us, than to bury our 
Diſlikes in Silence; to conceal a Truth, 
which, if known, may hurt, and can be 
of no Service, may be a Duty; but to 
pretend an Affection we do not feel, I 
eſteemed criminal; and to expreſs what 
we know will not, and what we did not 
intend ſhould be believed, appeared to me 
an exceſſive Folly. The Diſguſt this little 
Incident gave me, made me attend leſs to 
the Converſation, and conſequently more 
to the Perſons of the Company; a Change 
that was not at all to my Faſe; for I now 
found I had every one's Eyes upon me; 
where-ever I placed myſelt I was the prin- 
cipal Object; to move was to little Pur- 
pole, the Eyes might be different, but 
they were ſtill alike fixed on me. The 
Gentlemen were more particularly trouble- 
ſome in this Reſpect. If I ſat down in 
hopes of hiding myſelf, it only drew them 
nearer leſt any one ſhould ſcreen. me from 
their Sight. My Uneaſineſs was viſible in 
my Countenance ; for 1 heard one Gentle- 
man ſay to three or four others, Come 
away, it is cruel to put any one ſo much 
% Out of Countenance.”” That may be,“ 
anſwered another, But it would be more 
. e 
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dc cruel to myſelf to comply with a Baſh- 
« fulneſs that adorns her.“ 

All the Flattery with which Lord Dor- 
cheſter had endeavoured to arm me againſt 
the Effects of ſuch general Obſervations, 
had now no longer Power over my Mind ; 
could not perſuade myſelf that I attracted 
the Notice of the Company by any thing 
but a Strangeneſs in my Air and Manner; 
and I was the more convinced of it by the 
1 Glances of many young La- 
dies. | 

My Lord had informed me, that ſome 
ill natured and ſome illjudging People 
would deſpiſe others for their unavoidable 
Ignorance of the Follies of the World, tho 
the Knowledge of them could have no 
good Tendency. Theſe Signs of unde- 
ſerved Contempt, gave me no favourable 
Impreſſion of the Ladies, yet I liked them 
better than the reſt of the Company : they 
looked Jeſs pleaſed indeed, but then they 
looked leſs at me, and that fully recom- 
penced me for their Scorn. 

I at laſt got Lord Dorcheſter to approve 
-my-going Home, and he immediately fol- 
lowed me, but found me ſo much humbl- 
ed that I was quite dull. To cure me of 
my Humility was therefore much his In- 
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tereſt; and he laboured hard to perſuade 
me into the Belief he had before tried to 
inſpire; and to convince me, deſired I 
would another Time obſerve the Difference 
between my Complexion and thoſe of the 
reſt of the Ladies; I was not ſo humble as 


to have overlooked that Circumſtance ; I 
had perceived a great Deadnefs in the beſt, 


Complexions in the Room; and as I did 
not ſuppoſe there could be any thing very 

reticular in mine, fancied it a ſtrange Et- 
tet of the Light, till various Opportuni- 


ties ſhewed me the contrary. This Ad- 


vantage I could never attribute to any thing 
but having always kept ſuch early Hours 
as Nature ſeems to have deſigned, having 


lived continually in the Air, tho' not much 


expoſed to the Sun, and on ſo very ſpare a 
Diet, as by by giving me the pureſt Blood 
imaginable, might communicate an extra- 
ordinary Clearneſs to my Skin. 

I ſoon forgot the Uneaſineſs I had un- 
dergone; Lord Dorcbeſters Converſation 
baniſhed every painful Thought, and the 
Pleaſure he ſeemed to have ney —— 
my Appearance, recompenced me for what 
1 Pad ered for it. 128 

Lady Paleſtine returned my Viſit the next 
Morning; and invited Lord Dorchefter and 
my- 


Wit, but Di 


neral Acquaintance, a Bleſſing to which ſhe 
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myſelf to dine with her the Day following, 
without any other Company. She was ſo 
eaſy in her Converſation, and courted my 
Acquaintance ſo politely, that, in a few 
Days, we became what the World calls in- 
timate ; that is, we ſaw each other often, 
and converſed with Freedom and Chear- 
fulneſs. 1 found no Inclination to a real 


Attachment to her; ſhe was rather amuling 


than engaging z ſhe had a good deal of 
| pation had robbed her of her 
Judgment. She was the Life of a Circle, 
but a dull Companion. tete @ téte; and, as 
if ſhe was ſenſible of this, ſhe avoided them 
as much as poſſible, and delighted in a 
Crowd. Her greateſt Happineſs was a ge- 


had attained. 
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CHAP. XX. 


OUR Ladyſhip perhaps begins to 
wonder that Lord Dorcbeſter with the 
Views which you will ſuppoſe he had, 
would introduce me to a Woman of Faſh- 


ion, where 1 might gain a Knowledge of 
the World; which, if it did not corrupt 


me, might fruſtrate his Deſigns by diſco- 
vering them to me. That I may not leave 
this Improbability on your Mind, till the 


Courſe of my Narration clears it up, 1 


will venture the Diſcovery, and inform you 
now, of what I long remained ignorant: 
For the Manner in which I at laſt came by 
the Knowledge you muſt wait till the 
Courſe of my Story leads me to it. 

Lady Paleftine, I have already ſaid, was 
a Woman of Wit, and of conſiderable 


Rank; but her Fortune was by no Means 


equal to her ſplendid way of Life. At 
fifteen ſhe was married to an old Man, who 
as he did not gain her Aﬀections, could 


not greatly influence the Conduct of a Wo- 


man, who had been better inſtructed in 
| Politeneſs, 


OPHELTYS&. 153 
Politeneſs, than in Prudence. Lord Pa- 
leftine's Fondneſs, made her Miſtreſs of 
herſelf from the Day of her Marriage, 
The natural Vivacity of her Temper, 
and the Diſlike to a Companion of an Age 
ſo ill ſuited to her own, led her into all 
the Diſſipations which the gay World at- 
fords, Her Beauty, with the other fa- 
vourable Circumſtances of her Situation, 
attracted the other Sex; no Woman had 
more Admirers; naturally vain and lively, 
all received Encouragement, and few who 
ſtrongly attached themſelves to her, could 
complain of her Cruelty ; however, as my 
Lord was pleaſed, the World was too ob- 
liging to take Offence. The Good-na- 
tured, in ſilence pitied her Errors; the 
Cenſorious, expecting a ſpeedy Rupture from 


her bad Conduct, did not think mere An- 
ticipation worthy the Attention of Perſons 
accuſtomed to the more ingenzous Exerciſe. 


of Invention; -and as the Conſcquences 
they expected from her lrreguiarity, 
made her leſs the Object of their Envy 
than Women of a leſs blameable Behaviour, 
they thought her an unworthy Subject of 
Diſcourſe, and neglected her. Every one 
indeed called her imprudent, but were not 
the leſs deſirous of her Acquaintance, 
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ſince ſhe gave Entertainments, had great 
Drums, and every kind of Diverſion at 
her Houſe. Afrea, with all her Virtue, 
were ſhe now to come upon Earth, could 
not attract ſuch Multitudes as a Card: Ta- 
ble. People cenſure the Pleaſures only 
of thoſe who will not impart to others the 
Means of being pleaſed. If a Woman 
has Aſſurance enough not to be aſhamed 
of Infamy, and a Fortune to afford every 
faſhionable Expencez the World may 
blame her ill Conduct, but it will not 
deſert her, while they cenſure her Behavi- 
our \they-will Court her Acquaintance. 1 
have Tearnt, that nothing is a Crime in 
polite Circles, but Poverty and Prudence. 
A Perſon who cannot contribute to the 
Follies of others, may perhaps be pardon- 
ed if ſhe only complies with them; but if 
ſhe attempts to be rational, ſhe muſt not 
hope for forgiveneſs. 

It is ſuppoſed, that Lord Palrftine at 
laſt grew leſs infatuated than he had been; 
for at his Death, which happened when 
his Lady was about twenty-five Years of 
Age, he left her little more than her Join- 
ture of 6ool. per Annum, and his London 
Houſe, Furniture, and Jewels. This ap- 
peared to a Woman of her Ladyſhip's 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, a poor deſpicable Pittance z it would 
have obliged her to have leſſened her 
Pleaſuresz and if ſhe had a proper Senſe 
of the Conſequences of retrenching, it 
muſt be allowed a ſerious Conſideration, 
ſince the Splendor in which ſhe had hi- 
therto lived, had been the only Means 
of preſerving her from Contempt and 
Neglect. 
She could find but one Reſource againſt 
the Evils that threatened her; as ſhe was 
oung, and in high Reputation for her 
it and Beauty, ſhe thought it not im- 
poſſible, for once, to reconcile Pleaſure and 
Intereſt, and, accordingly, made thoſe for 
whom ſhe relinquiſhed the Eſteem of Man- 
kind, give her the Means of purchaſing 
their Civility, and outward Reſpect. She 
was too engaging to fail of Succeſs in 
this Point: Her Wit and Politeneſs, for 
a long Time, excuſed the decay of her 
Beauty ; and ſupplying by Art the depre- 
dations of Time, ſhe was not deſticute 
of Admirers, even when I was introduced 
to her Acquaintance, though ſhe was then 
above fifty Years old; Faſhion was a 
Charm of which Age had not robbed her, 
aud continued to attract many Years after 
I knew her. But as this was not quite ſo 
univerſal 


Ar 
univerſal a Magnet as Youth and Beauty, 
ſhe found the Effects in a diminution of 
Lovers, and therefore was not averſe to 
receiving Advantage from the Love of 
which ſhe was not the Object. 

Lord Dorchefter had been one of her 
Train; more from Faſhion and Indolence, 
than from Inclination; and as he knew 
Money had no more Charms for her than 
Love, he made little Scruple of acquaint- 
ing her with his Paſſion for me, and of the 
Means he intended to perſue. He wiſhed 
to have me introduced into the World, 
as he thought it might both improve 
and amuſe me; he knew not how to do 
this without running a Hazard of my 
learning more of it than was conſiſtent 
with his Scheme, but by the Means of 
ſome Body who would concur with him 
in the Execution, and yet was on ſuch a 
footing in the World, that her Acquaint- 
ance would not place me in a bad Light; 
for his Lordſhip did not chuſe that any 
Perſon ſhould have Reaſon to think ill of 
me, but himſelf. No one could be ſo 

roper for this Purpoſe, as Lady Paleſtine. 
de knew my Lord's Generoſity too well 
to decline the Office, and complied _ 

the 


— 


* 


OPHELIA. 157 


the Plan he directed, though ſhe diſap- 
proved it. 19 

She told Lord Dorcheſter, that, in 
% her Opinion, he would be more certain 
« of Succeſs by making me acquainted 
« with all the Cuſtoms of Mankind; by 
© treating vulgar Prejudices as they deſerv- 
« ed; and ſhewing me how much more 
happy they were who fet themſelves 
above ſuch à low Way of Thinking, than 
* thoſe narrow minded People who were go- 
« verned by them. She offered to aſſiſt 
« him in this Manner, which ſhe eſteemed 


much the beſt.” But his Lordſhip dif- 


fered in Opinion. He replied, That 


« what ſhe ſaid might be true, had I been 


e educated in as great Ignorance of Vice 
* and Virtue, as of the Cuſtoms of Man- 
* kind; but that on the Contrary, I was 
© as much better acquainted with the one, 
« as I was leſs ſo with the other, than thoſe 
% who are bred in the World. That he 
« was convinced I ſhould deteſt him, was 
« I to perceive his Principles were leſs 
% pure | won my own; whereas he now had 
* Reaſon to believe he had made ſome 
« Impreſſion on my Heart; and that as [ 
« was free from Suſpicion, he could not 


but ſuppoſe he ſhould find Opportunities 
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* from my Innocence and Love, which 
« he might improve; and that all the Ef- 
« fects he wiſhed from introducing me in- 
to the World, was, the diſſipating my 
Thoughts, leſt too much Reflection 
« might teach me fome Guard againſt 
« him.“ 

Lady Paleſtine had ſo great a Senſe of 
female Frailty, ſhe could not think Lord 
Dorcbeſter's Scheme abſolutely impractica- 
ble, and readily agreed to obey his Com- 
mands; though an Intimacy with me was 
not very deſirable, as it could not be cul- 
tivated in a Crowd. A gay Party at Sup- 
per was her greateſt Pleaſure, but in them 
I might have ſeen more of the World than 
was thought adviſable, eſpecially as Con- 
verſation was apt to take a free Turn at her 
Ladyſhip's Houſe. However ſhe ſacrifi- 
ced a few Hours to my Lord and me, ex- 
cluding others. At her largeſt Aſſemblies 
I was judged ſafe enough; for though [I 
there fell into Converſation with many 
People, eſpecially the Gentlemen, for they 
were moſt watchful for Opportunites of 
ſpeaking to me, and 1 was not more re- 
ſerved to them than to my own Sex; yet 
Decorum ſecured me from the Freedom of 


Converſation, to which her Ladyſhip ad- 


mitted 
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mitted them. She was likewiſe graciouſly 
pleaſed to carry me to public Places. 

The firſt I appeared at was a Play. 
No one was admitted into the Box to us 
but Lord Dorcheſter, who excluded all 
others that I migtit not confine the Emo- 
tions ſo new a Sight would raiſe in me. 
My Lord had often read to me ſome of 
Shakeſpear*s hiſtorical Plays, and it was 
to one of theſe he carried me, never 
chuſing I ſhould go to any others; and he 
gave me fo a Character of the Per- 
formances of many of the other dramatie 
Poets, that I never felt a Deſire of ſeeing 
them, tho' by the Play-Bills I found there 
was great Variety. 

Had my Lord's only View been my En- 
tertainment, in this he would have acted 
judiciouſly ; I have been convinced by Ob- 
ſervation, that Plays and Novels vitiate 
the Taſte: I allow many of them to be 
extremely diverting, ſome very fine ; but 
by the Multiplicity of Events, mixed 
with a good Deal of the Marvellous ; they 
learn the Mind a Liffpation even in Read- 
ing. The ſimple Chain of Facts in Hif- 
tory, appear ill to a Perſon uſed to Won- 


der; as moral Truths, and ſound Reaſon; 


do, to one who has been accuſtomed to 
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the Turns and Quibbles of falſe Wit,' the 
enchanting Jingle of Rhime, or the pom- 
pous Sound of high-flown. Metaphors. . 
Not that I would exclude the Reading of 
ſuch Authors as I mention. I am not in- 
ſenſible to the Charms of Poetry ; perhaps 
was I more ſo I might not think it ſo unfit 
for young People. But I look upon it as 
dangerous, before Maturity has fixed ſome 
Degree of T aſte, ſome Steadineſs of Thought 
and Principle, as it is apt to render them 
ever after uninclined to ſuch Studies as are 
uſeful, and of more laſting Entertainment. 
In ſhort, I eſteem ſuch Reading as bad for 
the Mind, as high Meats are for the Sto- 
mach ; they may create a falſe Appetite, 
but will pall a true one, and make all pro- 


per Food appear inſipid, till by long Uſe 


even they grow tireſome, and the true A 
petite being vitiated, all alike diſguſt. 
The very little I heard of ſuch Perfor- 
mances pleafed me for the Time ; but be- 
ing ſeldom, and of ſhort Duration, they 
did not dwell enough on my Mind to lead 
me into any Compariſon between the Enter- 
tainment they afforded me, and what I re- 
ceived from my common Studies; they 
amuſed without diſſipating. Lord Dor- 


cheſter diſpenſed them as a Cordial to my 
Spirits, 
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Spirits, when he perceived them, inclined 
to ſuffer from the melancholy Reflections 
which would occur too frequently, as my 
Aunt could not be long out of my Thoughts, 
However, greatly as I had been entertain- 
ed by the Plays I had heard, there was 
ſomething ſo much more lively in the Re- 
preſentation of them on the Theatre as at 
firſt delighted me extremely. I had heard 
many of the Speeches much more to Ad- 
vantage when my Lord read them; but 
in the Acting, the whole received ſuch an 
Air of Truth, that I could ſcarcely diſbe- 
lieve a Fa& in it. This made my Agita- 
tions almoſt as ſtrange as if I had been the 
Spectator of a real Tragedy. The Play 
was Macbeth, and Lord Dorcheſter and La- 
dy Paleſtine were ſufficiently taken up in 
obſerving the Paſſions impreſt on my Coun- 
tenance. They told me, I might more 
properly be ſaid to act the Play, than ſome 
of the Perſons on the Stage. Indeed, I 
believe I was more fatigued with my part 
of the Repreſentation ; for when it was 
over, I found my Mind quite weary with 
the Agitation it had been in. Anger was 
one of the Paſſions that had been excited, 


for I could not bear with Patience the- 
Noiſes 
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Noiſes that were ſometimes made; and 
was ſo intirely engaged that I could 
not utter a rational Sentence on any 
other Subject, even between the Acts: 
Nor did the Change of Scene change 
my Ideas: for after I went Home, they 
continued as much fixed on the Play, 
as during the Repreſentation; and it 
was almoſt with Difficulty they at laſt 


Rave place to Sleep. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


AD Paleſtine invited me the next 
| Day to a private Party of a few 
Friends: I would modeſtly have declined 
the Invitation; for not being a general 
Friend to the Company, I felt myſelf un- 
worthy of a Place among them, and ex- 
preſſed a Fear of being a troubleſome Re- 
ſtraint on their Converſation. She ſmiled 
at this Notion, but inſiſted on my coming. 
I could not help anticipating, in my Ima- 
ination, the Pleaſure I ſhould receive from 
the Variety of Converſation ſo noble and 
extenſive a Union muſt afford, where 
each Perſon could venture to declare 
every Thought, and give Vent even 
to their Follies. For I had been taught 
by my Lord, the Neceſlity of being 
guarded in what we ſay before any but 
moſt intimate Friends; and to this I at- 
tributed the extreme Triflingneſs of all the 
Converfation at which I had been preſent. 

1 went to Lady Paleftine's at the ap- 

inted Time, and though there wete 
ewer People than I had ever ſeen when 
ſhe admitted Company ; yet 1 _ — 

cline 
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Clined to envy her ſo many ſelect Friends 


for there was about twenty in Number. 


My Expectation being raiſed, I was all 
Attention; but, to my great Surprize, the 
Converſation extended no | farther than 
the Weather; and their Engagements, 
during the Interval between their Arrival, 
and their being properly diſpoſed to their 
ſeparate Tables; for I then learnt, that even 
in friezdly Societies, Cards were a neceſſary 


- Ingredient. 


Not doubting but Converſation would 
ſhare their Time, I, by Turns, attended 
every Table, but found that the Game 
was the only Topick. One held the 
cruelleſs. Cards, another the pleaſanteſt 


Hand; thoſe who won moſt Part of the 


Night, no ſooner ſeemed to be threatened 
with a Reverſe of Fortune, than they de- 
clared, ** there was no playing againft 
„Lady ſuch an one, ſhe always won.“ 
Another equally:unſucceſsfut added, Sone 
« People had ſtrange good Luck; for her 
« Part, ſhe found her Cards would ſome- 
„times be bad, but ſome People could 


« make them win, whether they were 


bad or good.” The Winners enjoyed 


their good Fortune in Silence, or told 
you how much they had loſt the er". 
betore, 


of 
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before. When it grew late, this ſelect 
Society broke up; and ſhewing, that 
Cards, not Friendſhip, had drawn them 
together, withdrew as ſoon as they aroſe 
from the Table ; ſome exulting with the 
Reflection of having won their Friends 
Money, others out of Humour, at having 
loſt their own, but none, I believe, ſo dif- 
appointed as myſelf, who had imagined 
a far different Entertainment; not having 
then learnt, that, a Party which does not, 
by its Numbers, deſerve to be honoured 
with the Name of a Drum, is entitled a 
private Party of a few Friends; I ſup- 
poſe, by Way of expreſling its In/ignificance. 

As I frequently met the ſame Company 
at Lady Paleſtine's, I ſoon became ac- 
quainted with many of them, eſpecially of 
the other Sex, none of whom pleaſed me 
ſo well as Sir Charles Liſdale. His Per- 
ſon had no particular Charms ; he was gen- 
teel, and looked like a Man of Faſhion, 
otherwiſe plain enough, But he was ex- 
tremely lively, had a great deal of Wit 
and Politeneſs, and ſhewed a particular 
Regard for me, by great Attention, Re- 
ſpect, and a conſtant Attendance ; for he 
ollowed me about like my Shadow, and 
when I was preſent appeared inſenſible to 

| every 
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every Perſon in Company. His Eyes 
ſeemed only given him to look at me, 
and his Ears to hear no Words but what 
IT uttered, his whole Converſation was di- 
rected to me. | 

Ought I to be aſhamed of owning, 
that I was pleaſed with Sir Charles's Beha- 
viour ? Does it ſhew a Spirit of Co- 
quetry to like to be approved? Surely 
not. I thought not of Love, nor conſi- 
dered him as a Lover; but my Baſhful- 
neſs found great Relief from perceiving 
him well diſpoſed to be pleaſed with what 
I ſaid : His Partiality made me leſs care- 
ful in weighing my Words, and this Eaſe 
rendered his Converſation particularly agree- 
able to me. There is great Satisfaction 
in having the Liberty of talking Non- 
ſenſe, without incurring the Contempt of 
our Hearers ; and, perhaps, People never 
appear to more Advantage, than when 
they dare give the Reins to their Imagi- 
nation and Vivacity, and leave to others 
the Care of being wile. 

Another Merit in Sir Charles Liſaale, 
was, that he did not ſurfeit me with Com- 
pliments, and when he made me any, 
there was always an Elegance and Variety 
in them; a Circumſtance, of which the 

Converſation 
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Converſation of many of his Sex could 
not boaſt, Their fulſome Flattery diſ- 
guſted me; I could not liſten to Peo- 
ple who had foreſworn all Truth. Beſides, 
my Pride was offended in their ſuppoſing 
me ſo weak, as to believe what they ſaid, 
and endeavouring to .render themſelves 
agreeable, by addreſſing my Vanity inflead 
of my Reaſon, till I obſerved that they 
treated others a good Deal in, the ſame 
Manner ; for that they did not talk in 
quite ſo high a Strain to them, I ima- 
gined was from expecting leſs Credulity 
in Perſons of more mature Years, and not 
ſo new to the World, as they muſt per- 
ceive | was. But Sir Charles taught me to 
divert myſelf with theſe ridiculous Com- 
pliments; and, after a Time, I began to 
find Amuſement in their Folly. 

I had one or two Danglers, who were 
well ſtricken in Years, and afforded me more 
Entertainment than any; they deified me 
with ſo much Nonſenſe and Bombaſt, that 
I ſometimes could ſcarcely underſtand 
them, and they would beg for a Smile, ſo 
much like a Street Beggar for an Alms, 
that my Generoſity generally exceeded 
their Demands; for I was terribly apt to 
give them an ungrateful Laugh inſtead of 


a gra- 
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a gracious Simper, which diſcompoſed 
their Tempers till more than my Fea- 
tures, and excited a Reſentment that was 
not ſoon cooled. However, whether lan- 
guiſhing or angry, theſe antient Gentlemen 
were leſs diſagreeable to me than many 
young ones, whoſe ſelf-ſatisfied Air was 
more odious than their Nonſenſe. They 
ſeemed ſo ſure of pleaſing, that they 
could not but offend, e cannot well en- 
dure People who demand our Approba- 
tion as their Due, and look as if they 
would bully us into a Liking. A Lover, who 
would ſucceed, ſhould not behave like a 
Highwayman, and attempt to obtain our 
Hearts, as he would our Purſes, by only 
crying, Deliver. They ſhould conſider, that 
as all the Fire of Aſſurance they can put 
into their Eyes, will not make them ſo 
dangerous as a Piſto] ; they may with 
leſs Hazard be reſiſted. They ſhould, at 
leaſt, accept our Hearts as a Favour ; there 
is a Pleaſure in obliging, which makes us 
love thoſe who give us an Opportunity of 
exerting that Power. 

I could perceive, that Lord Dorcheſter 
and Sir Charles Liſdale, did not greatly 
like each other, Sir Charles, I imagined, 


might be actuated by Envy, which I 
found 


found was a common Vice in this Coun— 
try. It ſeemed ſtrange to me, that any 
one ſhould envy when they might imitate, 
and thereby not only remove the Superio- 
rity that renders them uneaſy, but love 
the other, whoſe Example led them into 
ſo happy a Path, No Perſon afflicted with 
an envious Diſpoſition, can be ever hap- 

- our Connexions with others, make us 
{ſuffer by their ill Qualities z how unfortu- 
nate muſt we then be, if we feel Pain from 
their good ones. 

Lord Dorcheſter was ſo ſuperior to Sir 
Charles, that I could not ſuſpect him of 
the ſame Vice; nor indeed, did I be— 
lieve him capable of it, could he have 
met with one ſuperior to himſelf, But 
the laſt Reaſon I ſhould have aſſigned fur 
his Diſlike was Jealouſy ; and, therefore, 
as I had ſuppoſed he had conceived ſome 
unjuſt Prejudice, I laboured to remove it, 
by giving Sir Charles the Praiſes I thought 
his Due, and wondered that the more I 
| ſpoke in his Favour, the more averſe my 

Lord ſeemed to him; this was very un- 
like his uſual Politeneſs, which led him to 
ſee Charms in every Thing I approved, 
As he gave me no Reaſon for his Aver- 
ſion, I was ſometimes almoſt angry, and 

Vol. I. I could 
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could not forbear telling him he was very 
unſuſt. 

I tound that I ſhould have liked Sir 
Charles (till better, if my Lord's Taſte had 
concurred with mine. I could not but 
think mine was bad, ſince his would not 
give a Sanction to it; and if Sir Charles 
had not been too aſſiduous to leave it in 
my Power, I believe, I ſhould have de- 
clined his Acquaintance ; ſo much leſs 
agreeable was it rendered by my Lord's 
Diſapprobation, But this could not be 
done without Incivility to Sir Carles; and 
not imagining it gave my Lord any Un- 
eaſineſs, I continued to converſe with him, 
which 1 could not do without great Plea- 
ſure to myſelf. 

My Lord, at laſt, grew thoughtful and 
melancholy ; he ſaw me ſeldomer, and 
oftener when he was with me, would be 
ſilent, or converſe with little Connection 
or Chearfulneſs. If I expreſſed an Unea- 
lineſs at a Change of Temper, which I 


attributed to Sickneſs; he would make 


Anſwer, © that I could not poſſibly be 
% concerned about him; but as he had 


„no Merit but Love to engage my 


« Heart, he could not complain, if I did 
% not give him what he had no good 
Title 

2 
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* Title to.“ If I exerted all the Elo- 
quence of Tenderneſs to aſſure him of my 
Affection, and of my Anxiety for his 
Health, he would ſometimes appear re- 
vived, and tell me, that, “if I really 
* had any Regard for him, he was well 
and happy.” He would, perhaps, ap- 
ear chearkul, for ſome Hours after; but 
if he left me in that happier State of 
Mind, when we next met the Air of Me- 
lancholy would be returned. 
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CHAP. Al. 


HILE Lord Dorcheſter, and con- 
ſequently his Opbelia, continued 
in this State of Uneaſineſs, Lady Paleſtine 
deſired me to go with her to an Opera, 
As Home became leſs agreeable, Diſſipa- 


tion grew more ſo, and 1 accepted her In- 


vitation with Fleaſure. I had a good Ear 
for Muſick ; and my Lord had given me 
the beſt Maſters to improve it, though 1 
had not yet made any great Proficiency, 
except in Singing; for, in that Branch, 
I had leſs to learn, Nature having given 
me a Voice, that your Ladyſhip (as well 


as many others, whom I muſt have allow- 


ed excellent Judges, even if they had not 
flattered me) has often ſaid, did not re- 


quire the Help of Art. As I was qua- 


lified to be entertained, it is not ſtrange, 
that I was ſo, at a Time when Operas 
were in their higheſt Perfection. Fathion 
had no Occaſion to aſſiſt the Muſick to- 
wards delighting me; but as I was a 


Stranger to Affectation, Extacies were not 


the Conſequences of my being exceſſively 
leaſed, and, therefore, I did not under- 
Hand them in others. | 


My 
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My Attention was interrupted, by ſee- 
ing a Lady who ſat next me in a moſt 
languiſhing Condition; I thought her at 
her laſt Gaſp, and did not doubt but ſhe 
was going into a fainting Fit, The Houle 
being extremely full, was very hot; to 


this II attributed her Diſorder, in which ſhe 


ſeemed to have many Companions; but 
as ſhe appeared in the greateſt Extremity, 
ſhe was the propereſt Object of my Care, 
Accordingly, in a Flutter of Haſte, I ap- 
plied my Smelling-Bottle to her Noſe, 
fearing the leaſt Delay might find her paſt 
Recovery. The Bottle was filled with ve- 
ry ſtrong Salts, and I was rejoiced to ſee 


their ſpeedy Effect; for ſhe recovered in 


an Inſtant, and opened her Eyes with a 
great Start, and a Look of Amazement, 
which might be expected from their ſud- 
den Operation, But I was extremely ſur— 
prized, that inſtead of thanking me for 
my Care and Compaſſion, ſhe looked ex- 
ceſſively angry, and, in a moſt uncivil 
Manner and harſh Voice, aſked me, what 
I meant by ſuch Impertinence? She then 
= Vent to her Rage in ſuch a Torrent of 
ords, as raiſed my Opinion of my Salts, 
for having ſo immediately given ſuch great 
Strength of Spirits to one before expiring, 
£41 though 
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though the Effect was not very agreeable ; 
for ſhe did not leave me a Poſſibility of 
explaining my good Intention, nor ſhould 
I have had Time to recover my Surprize, 
if the Salts had not taken a new Turn, 
throwing her into a violent Fit of 
Sneezing, which made very unlucky Breaks 
in her Diſcourſe, and thereby increaſed 
her Anger, But Mufick bas Charms to 
forth a ſavage Breaſt, as I found, for 
her favourite Singer coming on the Stage, 
her Wrath ſubſided z and inſtead of the 
Words, impertinent, inſolent, Cc. &c. ſhe 
could utter none, but oh the Charmer! 
the dear Creature! Raviſhing! Enchant- 
ing! and all that our Language affords to 
the ſame Purpoſe, with a Mixture of Caro, 
Cariſimo Her Reſentment was now bu- 


 1ied in Admitation, and all her Senſes ab- 


ſorbed by that of hearing. 

While ſhe was thus engaged, Sir Charles 
informed me, that Extacy of Pleaſure, 
not Extremity of Pain, occaſioned all 
thoſe Languiſhments, which had excited 
my Compaſſion, and that her Anger aroſe 
from my having interrupted her Raptures, 
and, as ſhe ſuſpected, ridiculed them, by 
that Action. 1 think my Ignorance never 


raiſed ſo many Bluſhes in me, as on this 


Occaſion ; 
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Occaſion ; I was really overcome with 
Shame at my Miſtake, till I reflected 
that ſhe had moſt Reaſon to be ſo, ſince 
her Behaviour was fooliſh Affectation; 
mine only the Effect of reaſonable Com- 
aſſion. 

This Incident, however, greatly inter- 
rupted the Pleaſure I ſhould have received 
from the Entertainment; and another, 
not leſs mortifying, was, that I did not 
ſee Lord Dorcheſter the whole Evening, till 
at my Return Home. I then found he 
had been at the Opera likewiſe, and could 
not forbear reproaching him for not being 
of our Party, eſpecially, as he once found 
a Pleaſure in going with me to every 
Place, His Anſwer was, that “ He 
„ thought me too well engaged to have 
« afforded him any of my Converſation, 
* had he attempted to come to us; and, 
„that it would not have been easy to 
have approached me, I was ſo encircled 
« with Gentlemen,” 

I replied, that,“ This was a poor 
« Excuſe to hide his Want of Inclina- 
„tion; for he muſt know, I would te 
« engaged in no other Converſation 
* when I had the Power of enjoying his; 
* and that a Crowd mult be great in- 

I 4 « deed, 
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' 4 deed, that did not leave one a Poſſibi- 
„ lity of making Room for a Perſon 0 
* whom we eſteemed far above that whole 1 
« Crowd,” All the Anſwer I obtained, 5 
was ſo broken with Sighs, ſo unconnect- 
ed in itſelf, and ſpoken with ſuch an 
Air of Dejection, as touched me to the 
Heart, though it did not ſpeak intelli- 
gibly enough for me to underſtand the 
Occaſion of it. 

In Pity to his Melancholy, I endea- 
voured to hide the Effect it had on me, 
and tried every Art to amuſe him; I ſang 
to him; I read to him; I attempted to 
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cad him into Converſation ; but all to no \ 
Purpoſe ; when he looked moſt pleaſed 1 
with me, he ſeemed moſt oppreſſed z his 10 
Spirits were too much ſunk to bear the 1 
Tenderneſs of his Mind, without an In- A 


creaſe of Dejection. When his Eyes ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt Fondneſs, they over- 
flowed with Grief. I begged to know the 
Cauſe of his Sorrow, but he left me with- 
out ſatisfying a Curioſity, which aroſe only 
trom Aﬀection, 

The following Day ſeemed to have 
made little Alteration in the State of Lord | 
| Dorchefter's Mind; but having promiſed 
| Lady Paleſtine, to make Part of a and . 
I | arge 
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large Company at her Houſe that Even- 
ing, we went thither at the proper Hour. 

The Variety of Objects and Converſa- 
tion, diſpelled the Gloom which oppreſſ- | 
ed my Spirits before I left my own Houle. g 
My Melancholy was not Proof againſt [ 
Sir Charles's Vivacity, which even exceed- 
ed itſelf that Night, and the Even- 
ing paſſed away with great Mirth, I 
ſpoke ſeveral Times to my Lord, but 
could obtain little Anſwer. His Grief 
affected me; but ſtill the natural Gaiety 
of my Temper ſupported by all that could 
flatter my Vanity or amuſe my Under- 
ſtanding, was not to be ſoon overcome, 
But, at length, no longer able to endure 
the Sight of his Uneaſineſs, I determined | 
to go Home if he would accompany me, 
in hopes that he would no longer conceal 
the Cauſe of his Affliction from Importu- 
nities ariſing only from the Deſire of en- 
deavouring to alleviate it. 

I went up to him, told him I was going 
to retire, and begged to know wheh he 
would follow me. / 

Judge of my Surprize, when the Man 
whom J had never heard utter any Thing 
but the Words of Love and Tenderneſs; 
anſwered me in the ſharpeſt Tone, ne- 
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ver, Madam; if you want Company, 
** you have too good Intereſt with many 
* in the Room to be denied theirs z you 
had better therefore change your Appli- 
cation; and may depend on not being 
„ impertinently interrupted by me.“ 

My Amazement deprived me of Speech, 
and if it had not, it would have been of 
little Uſe; for he gave me no Time to 
anſwer him, leaving the Room as ſoon as 
he had done ſpeaking. I was ſo much 
ſhocked I had not Power to follow him 
down Stairs, as I certainly ſhould have ex- 
poſed myſelf by doing, had I been able. 
As my Surprize abated, ſo my Grief in- 
creaſed ; it overcame me ſo entirely, that 
J believe I ſhould have ſunk on the Floor, 
had not Sir Charles Liſdale perceived the 
Change of my Countenance and offered 
his Aſſiſtance, by which Means I left the 
Room and got into my Chair. He en- 
quired, with kind Concern, the Occaſion of 
my Diſorder, but perceiving me incapable 
of either hearing or ſpeaking, he — — 
me in Silence to, and attended my Chair to 
my own Houſe, unſeen by me till I was 
carried into the Hall. Seeing me ſurpriz- 
ed at his Preſence, he excuſed it by ſaying, 
* he could not forbear accompanying = 
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* leſt the Motion of the Chair might make 
© me ſtill worſez nor could he be eaſy 
* without knowing how I was on getting 
home.“ But he found me fo little bet- 
ter that he received no Satisfaction from 
this ſecond View, and was ſtill more alarm- 
ed when he learned from my Servant, that 
ſhe had never ſeen me thus ſeized before, 

Sir Charles intimated, that he could not 
reſt without hearing how I did after I was 
== to Bed, but my Maid having more 
; Conſideration for me, than for his Eaſe, 
prudently told him, that any Noiſe might 
diſturb me; upon which he ſaid, that ra- 
ther than run the leaſt Hazard of that, he 
would endure his Impatience and Anxiety 
till Morning, | 

The only Relief I could now feel, was 
from being alone, that I might give au un- 
interrupted Flow to my Grief, which was 
indeed exceſſive, I had never before felt 
the Anger of one I loved; and had learn- 
ed to think nothing but Tendernefs and 
good Humour could fall from Lord Dor- 
cheſter's Lips. Sir Charles's Servant watch- 
ed the opening of the Door the next Morn- 
ing, having been ordered not to knock, 
for fear of diſturbing my Reſt. Alas! my 


Night had all been ſpent in weeping, 
When 
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When my Servant informed him, that I 
was rather worſe than the Evening before, 
having had no Sleep; he, who had a real 
Attachment to his Maſter, ſaid, „He 
„knew not how to carry Sir Charles that 
« Account, for that he had not been able 
„to go to Bed all Night; and he feared 
„ ſuch an Addition to his Anxiety might 
prove very hurtful to him.” This, and 
the Enquiries after my Health, ſent by 
ſuch of my Acquaintance as obſerved that 
I was ill when 1 left Lady Paleſtine's, my 
Maid repeated to me; for perceiving that 
Grief was my Diſorder, ſhe endeavoured, as 
much as poſſible, to divert my Thoughts. 
Theſe Attentions, from People for whom! 
had ſo ſmall a Regard, in Compariſon 
with my Love for Lord Dorcheſter, made 
me the more ſhocked at his not ſending 
any Enquiry aſter me; tho* 1 thought he 
could not be ignorant of the Anxiety his 
Words mult occaſion. The Reflexion that 
I was in a new World, without a Friend, 
unthought of by him, increaſed m 
Affliftion, as it gave me the worſe Opi- 
nion of the Man who could thus wound a 
Heart ſo entirely his, when he knew I had 
no Comforter into whole Bofom 1 could 
pour my Grief, whoſe Tendernefs coul 
ſoothe, 
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ſoothe, or Care redreſs them. Was every 
one more kind than this Man, who had 
ever before appeared ſo tender a Friend! If 
I had been guilty of any Fault to which my 
Ignorance had ſubjected me, for I was con- 
ſcious of none towards him, might I not 
have expected an eaſy Pardon from one to 
whom J had forgiven ſo great an Injury as 
forcibly taking me from my Aunt, whoſe 
Temper could never make me feel ſuch 
Agonies as his Caprice now gave me! 
Theſe were my Reflections the whole Day, 
during which Sir Charles called himſelf ſe— 
veral Times at my Door to enquire into 
the State of my Health, deſirous of a more 
particular Account than he could expect 
by a Servant. Towards Evening a Thought 
aroſe, that perhaps this great Change in a 
Diſpoſition, which uſed to be unclouded, 
equally ſerene, and pleaſing, might pro- 
ceed from Diſtemper. The Poſſibility of 
this no ſooner (truck me, than I began 
to take mylelf to Taſk for complain— 
ing of him, when I ought rather to pity, 
nurſe and attend him. I now arraigned 
my own Heart mote hitterly than 1 had 
yet done his, and looking on my prelent 
Apprehenſion as muſt afflicting, prayed 
that from whatever Caule his Unkindneſs 
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aroſe, it might fall on me alone, that I on- 
ly might ſuffer, and he be eaſy tho' I was 
miſerable. 

To quiet the preſent Horrors of my 
Mind, 1 ſent to his Houſe to know how 
he did, and waited the Return of my Meſ- 
ſenger with the Impatience of Diſtraction 
which was rather — than abated, by 
his bringing me Word, that my Lord had 
been abroad the whole Day. Notwith- 
ſtanding my imaginary Dilintereſtedneſs, I 
* ſeverely felt this Proof of Indiſference. Not 
once to enquire the Effect of his Behavi- 
bur! Not to comfort me with one kind 
Word! was an kxcels of Cruelty z which 
made me think ſuch a Heart as mine, ca- 
pable of the deepeſt Impreſlions and ſtrong- 
eſt Senſations, very untit to be in any de- 
uu linked with one who could be both 
o ainiable and lo cruel, Nor could Night 
give any Reſpite to my Affliction. 
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CHAP, XXIII. 


HE next Day reduced me to envy 
the Miſery of the Day before, which 
I had then thought moſt deplorable. A 


Letter being delivered to me, the Sight of 
his Hand on the Superfcription revived my 


Spirits, and ſpread Joy over a Heart be- 
fore immerſed in Sorrow, I opened it 
with Impatience, to ſee in how kind a 
Manner he would at once ſign both his 
and my Pardon, But, oh! Heavens! 
how was I diſappointed! Your Ladyſhip, 
who never met with the like Trials, will, 
in imagining it, fall as ſhort of what I 
felt, as I ſhould do, if I endeavoured to 
deſcribe the Shock I received at reading 
the following Lines : 


. Cold Addreſs but ill agrees with 
" the Love I have borne thee once, 
« dear Opbelia, but it is ſuitable tothe Senti- 
ments | ſhall hereafter preſerve toward 
« her. Oh! Ophelia! you have by Deceit, 
« cannot call it Ingratitude, for I could 
* not demand a Return, cured my Heart 
** of a Weakneſs ſcarcely to be paralelled 
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a 


but how painful is the Remedy: I have 
doated on you to Exceſs; and have been 
lulled into Happineſs by the falſe Ap- 
2 of your approving my Love; 

ut you have at laſt awaked me from 
this bliſsful Dream, and ſhewn me that 
Truth and Conſtancy are not to be found 
in a Female Heart in any Climate; that 
the Levity of your Sex makes them a 
Prey to the neweſt Lover, and prefer 
the fluttering of a Wit to the conſtant 
Attachment of an affeQtionate Heart. 
If this Diſappointment to my fond 
Hopes ſhould make me miſerable, it 
may puniſh me for my Folly, but my 
Reſentment ſhall never render me cri- 
minal towards you. I have brought 
you from a fixed Habitation, introduced 
you into a Life of Gaicty and Pleaſure, 
to the Charms of which you are ſenſible, 
if ever Woman was. Your Taſte is ſo 
refined, and your Knowledge ſo much 
increas'd, that you would but ill reliſh 
the ruſtick Solitude of your former Cot- 
tage; I ſhall therefore remit to you 
400 J. a Year, which will enable you to 
live where you now are; and as — as 


my Mind acquires a little Eaſe, I will 


ſo far extend a Regard, which, alas! 
Opbelia, 


OPHELIA, 185 


« Ophelia, I fear I ſhall always preſerve, 
as to write you ſome neceſſary Advice 
concerning your future Conduct; for 
% whatever I am, I muſt wiſh you happy, 
* and that thoſe who poſſeſs more of your 
« Affections may adore you as I have done. 
I am carrying an afflicted Heart into the 
* Country, unable to ſtay in Town after 
* having reſolved never to ſee you more. 
* Your Humanity would make you pity, 
„ tho' you cannot love me, if you knew 
* with what agonizing Pain I fay, fare wel 
« for ever.“ 


A lender Judgment of what I muſt have 
felt at the Peruſal of this Letter, will ſerve 
to convince you that I was the greateſt 
Object of Pity ; regardleſs of the Preſence 
of my Servants I could not forbear ex- 
claiming, ** Was it not enough to forſake 
„ me, , i muſt he add Reproaches to his 
„ Cruelty! I practice Deceit | my Igno- 
© rance of ſuch vile Arts renders it impoſ- 
e fible, even tho' my Diſpoſition was not 
„ fo open that I ſpeak my Thoughts as 
« freely as they riſez and yet my Counte- 
„ nance expreſſes them before my Words 
« can do it; and were I to pollute my 


„Tongue with a Falſhood, would contra- 
dict 
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« dict it, and convict me of an Untruth :? 

% But they are all innocent; what then 
„ ſhould hinder me from revealing them? 
% And yet this Man accuſes me of what 
« he muſt know is a Stranger to my Heart. 
« Arts and Concealments are for the in- 
« conſtant and injurious z for thoſe who 
« can oppreſs the Innocent, and make the 
« Friendleſs wretched by their Cruelty. 
« Good Heaven! do I deſerve this Cha- 
« rater! would to God he could as juſtly 
« defend himſelf from it!“ 

As ſoon as my Maid perceived me ſo far 
deprived of my Senſes, as to give ſuch 
free and unguarded Vent to my Diſtracti- 
on, ſhe ſent the Footman, who had brought 
the Letter, out of the Room, and was the 
only Perſon preſent during my Exclama- 
tion; to which a ſhort Pauſe ſucceeded, 
and then I ran out of the Room, with an 
Air ſo frantic as greatly terrified her. She 
purſued me, and ſtopping me before I got 
out of the Houſe, aſked, * What I de- 
„ ſigned to do?” My Purpoſe was ſo full 
in my Thoughts, that I told her, I was 
going to Lady Paleſtine's, to aſk her 
„ where Lord Dorcheſter was? What he 
„ meant by quarrelling with me? and in 
* what I had offended? _ 
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She kept faſt hold of me till ſhe con- 
vinced me I was in a very improper Way 
to appear before ſo much Company as I 
mult be ſenſible, if I refleted on the Hour, 
was then at Lady Paleſtine's : But to pacity 
me, in ſome degree, ſhe went herſelf, and 
ſending in a moſt preſſing Meſſage to her 
Ladyſhip, brought her out of Company 
to ſpeak with her. All the Anſwer ſhe 
brought me, was, that, „ Lady Paleſtine 
« was ignorant of every Circumſtance, ex- 
« cept that Lord Dorcheſter was gone out 
„ of Town.” As ſoon as the Diſtraction 
of my Mind abated enouga to give me 
leave to attend to the Effects it had upon 
me, 1 found myſelf extremely ill, and was 
ſoon unable to ſit up. My Maid, truly 
alarmed at my Condition, ſent for a Phy- 
ſician, who declared me in a high Fever, 
and ordered me to be kept in Bed. But 
the Pains that afflicted me, could not draw 
my Attention from my Lord's Behaviour. 
My firſt Reſolution was to refuſe the In- 
come he offered; I would not give him 
room to think he had made me any Re- 


compence for the Injuries he had done, or 


that it was in his Power to pay me for what 
he had made me ſuffer, firſt by tearing me 


from all my Soul could wiſh, and then by 
aban- 
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abandoning me in a ſtrange Land, unfriend- 
ed and — 9 

If my Lord's Inconſtancy had deprived 
me of my greateſt Good, I determined my 
own Spirit ſhould diſcharge me from the 
leſſer, if he thought me beneath his Friend- 
ſhip, I thought myſelf above his Charity, 


nor could his whole Fortune have given me 


the Joy I ſhould have received from one 
Symptom of Regard. 1 had Money enough 
remaining to carry me back to my beloved 
Aunt, who grew more dear to me from my 
Lord's ill Treatment. From her tender 
and conſtant Affection I hoped to find Re- 
lief; in her Goodneſs expected to receive 
Conſolation for the Faults of others, and, 
far from this bad Town, to learn to forget 
it, and its cruel Inhabitants, whoſe Minds 
are as variable as their Climate, 

Theſe Hopes and Reſolutions were the 
Reſult of my Thoughts while I remained 
ſenſible z but, as to cure a Diſtemper by 
Medicine, which proceeds from 1 of 
Mind, is a vain Attempt, I grew, at laſt, 
ſo bad, that I was light- headed; to which 
I may attribute my Recovery, Want of 
Reflexion did what Reaſon could not ef- 
fect ; it quieted my Mind, and my Con- 
ſtitution received Benefit from it; we 2 
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Grief was the Cauſe of my Illneſs, the Loſs 
of the Senſe of my Affliction, left me to 
Youth and natural Strength, and my Fever 
abated, As ſoon as I recovered my Senſes, 
I was apprized of my Danger, and once 
more ſaw Death without Terror, My 
Doctor aſſured me he had ſaved my Life 
I could not have thanked him with a tole- 
rable Grace, had I believed him, but 
my Credulity fell ſhort of his Aſſurances : 
I was convinced my Diſtemper was beyond 
the Reach of human Art, and preſſed him 
% to ceaſe attempting a Cure that would 
« afford him little Satisfaction, and me 
% none.“ I was ſorry his benevolent Diſ- 
poſition ſhould throw away on me the 
Time which he dedicated to the Relief of 
Mankind, But when he was gone, my 
Maid told me, he would not part with a 
Patient ſo eaſily, as his Benefit was certain, 
tho' mine was doubtful, and came in a 
pleaſing Shape; for he received current 
Gold in exchange for his Advice, and 
declared War to the Patient's Palate, in 
Return for that Reward, which taken in 
the greateſt Quantities was in no Danger 
of creating a Nauſea. 

When I found my Doctor mercenary, 
inſtead of charitable, 1 felt leſs ang 
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for him; but no longer wondered Mone 
wasjJheld in ſo high Eſteem, ſince People 
thought they could purchaſe Health with 
it. Could I have flattered myſelf that 
would have brought me Eaſe of Mind, I 
ſhould have been very rapacious, but, 
« Efteem and Love were never to be 
ſold,” and thoſe were the Things wanting 
to my Peace, 

My Illneſs deferred the Execution of my 
intended Departure from London, but the 
Reſolution continued. 

All my Acquaintance ſent daily Enqui- 
ries after my Health; Sir Charles Liſdale 
never called leſs than twice a Day. The 
firſt Perſon I ſaw was Lady Paleſtine, with 
whom I hoped to indulge myſelf with talk- 
ing of my Diſtreſs; but my Spirits were ſo 
weak, that when ſhe came, many paſt Cir- 
cumſtances crouded to my Remembrance, 
and I was choaked with Tears. She ſtaid 
ſome time in Expectation of my growing 
more able to converſe, ſeeming deſirous to 
talk with me on the Subject moſt at my 
Heart; but finding no Amendment, was 
afraid her Preſence, by agitating me ſo 
greatly, might do me harm, and therefore 
left me with a Deſire that I would let her 
know when I was more able to ſee __—_ 
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Not underſtanding the Paſſion of Jea- 
fouly, I did not perceive any Signs of re- 
maining Love in Lord Dorcbeſter, or ſome 
flattering Hopes might have been my Con- 
ſolation ; I ſhould then have ſeen, that the 
Man who wrote that Letter was not in- 
different, of which I was now ſo well per- 
ſuaded, that I never conſidered there was a 
Poſſibility of his being otherwiſe, What 
ſerved to convince me the more entirely of 
it, was his never having yet made any 
Enquiry after me, tho? 1 had been ſo long 
and ſo dangerouſly ill. Seeing every thing 
in the worſt Light, I did not conſider that 
he might not know it. The continual 
Meſſages I received from many Gentlemen, 
with the more particular Enquiries of Sir 
Charles Liſdale, and Lord Larborough, a 
young Nobleman who always followed me 
about like a Shadow, a conſlant, rather 
than an agreeable Attendant ; for he ſel- 
dom ſpoke to me, made Lord Dorcheſter's 
Neglect appear the greater. 

At firſt I imagined my Lord's Affection 
for me never real, or it could not ſo ſoon be 
entirely extinguiſhed ; but I now began to 
think even Humanity was dead in him, 
Good-nature would have ſuggeſted to him, 
but Friendſhip would have forced him to 


ad- 
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adminiſter ſome Conſolation to the Misfor- 
tunes of one whom he had introduced to 
Miſery, tho' ſhe ſeemed to have been 
placed by Fortune out of the Reach of his 
Inhumanity. It never once occurred to me, 
that he did not imagine I wanted any Con- 
ſolationz and that from this Error aroſe 
all my Grief and his. My Afflictions 
ſeemed near an End; tho' my Fever was 
gone, yet I did not recover; I was pale 
and emaciated, had neither Strength to 
move, nor Spirits to ſpeak, equally weak 
both in Mind and Body, and, had not a 
Ray of Hope at laſt ſhone upon me, I be- 
lieve my Exiſtence had not been of long 
Duration, 
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CHA P. XXIV. js 


| SI was deſirous of converſing with 
Lady Paleſtine, | ſent to her as ſoon 

as | thought 1 had brought my ſelf to ſee 
her with leſs Diſcompoſure. Upon turn- 
ing the Diſcourſe to Lord Dorcbeſter's ſud- 
den Departure from London, I trankly 
ſpoke the Sentiments of my Heart, and 
expreſſed my Grief as well as Aſtoniſhment 
at ſo immediate an Alteration. She told 
me, „ She was well perſuaded that Jea- 
« louſy of Sir Charles Liſdale was the Oc- 
i caſion of it;“ and ſhe herſelf leemed to 
have ſome Suſpicion of my giving the la- 
ronet the Preference, As I ha always 
appeared without Diſguiſe to my Lord, it 
was moſt incredible to me, that he could 
entertain any ſuch Opinion; and my Far- 
neſtneſs, as well as my late Diſorder, when 
ſhe learned it was the Conſequence of Lord 
Dorchefter's Behaviour, were pretty ſuſli- 
cient Proofs to her Ladyſhip, that ſhe had 
been under a Miſtake, However, had they 
not been convincing, all Pollibility of 
Doubt was removed before ſhe left me, 
As we were ſitting a Meſſage was brought 
Vol, | K up 
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up to me from Mrs. Belfaſt, a Lady with 
whom I had beeome acquainted at Lady 
Paleſtine's, importing, that, „She was 
at the Door to enquire after my Health; 
„and if I was well enough to admit her, 
« would be extremely — to wait on me.“ 
Not being fit to ſee Company, I had hi- 
therto declined all Viſits; but as Lady 
Paleſtine's Coach was at the Door, I thought 
I could not, without a manifeſt Affront, 
refuſe ſeeing Mrs. Belfaſt. . 

The Lady was extremely intimate with 
Sir Charles Liſdale; and had no ſooner 
done expreſling her Concern at my looking 
ſo ill, than ſhe began to tell me, “ how 
% very ſenſibly Sir Charles had been afflict- 
* ed; and that he had engaged her to 
* beg my Permiſſion for his waiting on 
„% me, to congratulate me on my Reco- 
% very z and to receive his Cure from ſce- 
ing mine, till when he could enjoy no 
„Health.“ 

Lord Dorchefter's Behaviour had diſguſt- 
ed me with the Sex; and ſince Lady Pale. 
tine had given me Reaſon to think my 
Lord was jealous of Sir Charles, I was more 
particularly averſe to ſeeing him. With 
more Sincerity and Poſitiveneſs than was 

| con- 


1 


OPHELIA. 195 


ſiſtent with good Breeding, I immediately 
refuſed to receive his Viſit, 
But Mrs, Belfaſt was too zealous an Ad- 


vocate to be rebuffed by one Denial, and 


being extremely intimate with Lady Pale/- 
tine, ſhe ſaid, ** ſhe thought her Preſence 
* need not prevent her from performing 
© another Part of her Commiſſion, if 1 
« refuſed the firſt.” She then made a 
long Panegyric on Sir Charles, expatiated 
on the Exceſs of his Love for me, of his 
Uneaſineſs at being debarred my Conver- 
ſation, extolled his good Qualities, hits 
Underſtanding and Temper, and various 
Merite, which were unneceſſatily enume— 
rated to me who knew him and ended 
with ſayingt, that, “ if T would not give 
him the Liberty of telling me how much 
6 he loved me, ſhe was commanded to 
« do it for him and to let me know, that 
* his higheſt Ambition was to be united to 
me far Lite, If Lwauld conſent to marry 
* him, my, Happineſs ſhould he his ſole 
„Study z that he and his Fortune would 
« always / be at my Diſpoſal; and he thould 
* think himſelf under the higheſt Obliga- 


* 


A 


tion for the Felicity he muſt enjoy in an 


Union with we; that his Eſtate was 
very conſiderable, and 1 ſhould myſelf 
K 2 direct 
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direct the Settlements z; for he could ne- 


ver eſteem. his whole Fortune, in an 


« Degree equal to my Merits.” 

This Propoſal ſtartled me, it ſhewed 
more true Affection than all Lord Dor- 
chefter's Actions. To bind himſelf for 
Life; to give me the Command of his 
Fortune, was a ſtrong Proof of his good 
Opinion. My own Reflections engaged 
me for a few Minutes, and thoſe few 
ſerved to ſhew me, that though I always 
eſteemed Sir Charles, was delighted with his 
Converſation, and now felt my ſelf ſincerely 
grateful, yet I could not think of marry- 
ing him. This [| told Mrs. Belfaſt in the 

laineſt Terms, acknowledging, at the ſame 
Time, my real Regard for him, and my 
Gratitude for ſo generous a Proof of his 
Affection. 

She endeavoured to prevail upon me to 
give a more favourable Anſwer, and ſo 
earneſtly preſſed for my Conſent, that ſhe 
' Corivinced me, ſhe was a warm Friend, 
and no bad Advocate : But, at laſt, aſ- 
ſured of my Inflexibility, ſhe went away, 
telling me, that, ** ſhe ſaw to what Sir 
« Cherles owed the Misfortune of a Re- 
„ fuſal; had not my Affections been en- 
* gaged, I muſt have accepted his Of- 
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„ fers; but he had feared to find Lord 


„ Dorcheſter an Impediment to the Com- 


« pletion of his Wiſhes, and the grieved, 
« that ſhe muſt be obliged to give him 
&© fo ſtrong a Proof of the Reaſonableneſs 
« of his Apprehenſions.“ 

When Mrs. Belfaſt was gone, Lady Pa- 
L:fiine aſked me, why I refuſed a Propoſal 
ſo much to my Advantage, I knew not 
well how to anſwer; my Heart, not my 
Reaſon gave the Denial, and its Emotions 
are not ſo eaſily deſcribed. All I had to 
ſay was, that, I could not think of mar- 
« rying him. I liked his Company ex- 
« tremely, was convinced of his Love, 
« and grateful for it ; that Marriage muſt 
« give him ſuch a Title to my Affection, 
„ as even Lord Dorcheſter could not diſ- 
« approve, and could not imagine, inter- 
« fered with my Friendſhip for him, the 
„ only Sort of Attachment he required, 
« for he had never given me ſo ſtrong a 
* Proof of his good-Opinion, as to think 
« of me in the Capacity of a Wife.” - 
Lady Paleſtine aſked ©* If ] was then 
« determined to marry no Man.“ I replied, 
Indeed, ſuch was my Reſolution, I 
« was ſenſible from this ſmall Trial, that 
I could not bear to look on any Man 
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„in the Light of a Huſband except Lord 
« Dorcheſter; and I wiſhed only to live 
« with him as a Friend, but thoſe bleſſed 
* Days were over; and, 1 had now no 
« other Deſign, than to return as ſoon 
as my Strength would permit me, to 
„ my Solitude, and dedicate the Remain- 
« der of my Life to recompence my 
« Aunt, for what I had involuntarily oc- 
« caſioned her to ſuffer.” 

I ſaw Lady Paleſtine liſten to me with 
fome Contempt; When I had done ſpeak- 
ing, ſhe, with a Sneer, intermixed the 
Words, Girlifh Paſſions, Foohiſh Conſtan- 
ty, Romantick Notions, imaginary Delicaty; 
with her Anſwer; but J could have for- 

iven her a greater Affront, for the Con- 
olation ſhe had brought me, by attribut- 
ing Lord Dorcbeſter's Behaviour to Jealouſy; 
though' it ſeemed to me ſcarcely poſſible, 
et my Defpair feized this Glimmering cf 
4ope. I once more opened his Letter, it 
correſponded with what the had ſaid; and 
I now fancied ſome Sentences' in it ex- 
preſſed a remaining Tenderneſs. But if 


this was the Caſe, I thought it ſtrange 


that he did nat «enquire intò the State of 
my Hearr, and not build @ Betief on Cir- 
'cumſtances,” when he might have EP 
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Word for Information. It never occurred 
to me, that my Teſtimony muſt appear 
fallible, to a Man who had been uſed to 
ſee ſo much Falſhood; and that, 


a—n—T rife light as Air, 
Are to the Fealous, Confirmations ſtrang, 
As Proofs of Holy Mrit. 


Three Days paſſed in reaſoning on a 
Poſſibility, which was the Foundation of 
all my Comfort; till, at laſt, I began to ſay 
with Salomon, that Hope deferred, maketh 
< the Heart ſick.” My Hopes were too 
lightly raiſed to ſupport any Degree of 


Spirits for, ſo long a Time, they gie 
faint, and would ſoon have vaniſhed quite, 


and left me again a Prey to Delpair, 


had they not been driven away by Cer- 


tainty. In the Afternoon a. Letter was 
brought me from Lord Dorcheſter ; I ima- 
gined it contained the Inſtructions he pro- 
miſed me, yet opened it with a melan- 
choly Satisfaction, as his Hand would en- 
gear the Contents, let them be otherwife 
diſagreeable. But Joy broke in at once 
upon my Mind at feeing the moſt affec- 


tionate Addreſs, followed by Words more 
tender. In the humbleſt manner, he 
-1 K 4 « begged 
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* begged leave to wait on me, to aſk a 
Pardon from me, which he could ne- 
< ver give to himſelf, for a Behaviour 
** ſo inexcuſable, founded on an injuri- 
* ous Sufpicion, too raſhly conceived, and 
* reſented” He expreſſed ſo lively a 
Grief for the cruel Effects of it, that had 
I had Spirits to have retained Anger, I 
muſt have been pacified ; he condemned 
himſelf in ſuch Bitterneſs of Soul, that I 
could fcarcely forbear reſenting the Injury 
he did the Friend of my Heart, as I then l 
again efteemed him, and was ready to q 
think it the only Fault he had com- 
mitted. | 

This Letter found me in ſo weak a Con- ? 
Gition, that T had not till then been able 4 
to get down Stairs without Afliſtance ; 
but ſuch a Cordial is Joy, that I ran down 
ro the Servant to enquire where his Lord 
was, who informing me that he was 
waiting impatiently at his Houſe in Town, 
for my Anſwer, I told him I would not | 
' detain him till I could write; but deſired | 
he would acquaint his Lord, that I wiſhed 
to ſee him as ſoon as poſſible. : 

The Servant was not long in carrying 
his Meſſage, nor his Maſter in obeying it; 
few Minutes paſſed before the Flutter of 
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Expectation was put an End to, by 
my Lord's Arrival. He entered the 
Room with a Confuſſon that deprived 
him of Utterance, and taking my Hand, 
with a Diffidence and Melancholy that 
hurt me, preſſed it to his Lips. My 
Spirits oyercome with the Agitation they 
had been in failed me, and I began 
to weep more like a Mourner than one 
in the Exceſs of Joy. My Lord accom- 
panied my Tears with ſome of his, which 
ſeemed greatly to relieve him, and re- 
ſtore him to his Speech. “I cannot, my 
* Ophelia,” ſaid he, © preſume to aſk 
„ your Pity, I am oppreſſed with the Con- 
* ſciouſneſs of rather deſerving your Ha- 
« tred; but I am ſure if you knew what 
* have ſuffered, and ſtill ſuffer, your 
* generous and gentle Nature would look 
on me, however blameable, yet as an. 
„ Object worthy your Compaſſion, ſince 
* my Puniſhment has been adequate to 
the greateſt Offence, and if it could 
« be expiated muſt be ſufficient to waſh 
* it away. I thought it impoſſible to. 
„be a greater Wretch than 1 was while 
I imagined Sir Charles Liſdale poſſeſſed 
« 'your Heart; but ſince I learnt from 


« Lady Paleſtine the Injuſtice I have done 
8 K 5 % you, 
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„you; and how nievoully you have 
* ſuffered by it, I * been ten thou- 
* ſand Times more miſerable; the Pale- 
* nefs of your Cheeks, and the Languor 
io your Eyes, ate Reproaches that rend 
* my Heart. To ſee you thus, is worſe 
* than being torn from you. O my O- 
«* pbelia, can you ever forgive me?? 
My Lord, indeed, appeared ſo very 

wretched, that I could not add to his ſelf 
Reproaches ; but, on the. contrary, en- 
deavoured to extenuate his Fault; I aſ- 
ſured him, ** that if his Neglect had made 
« me ſick, his Kindneſs would be my 
« Cure, that it had almoſt made me well 
« already; and, that the Pleaſure I now 
« felt, compenſated all paſt Pains, which 
*«* would only ſerve, 1 to 
* heighten all my Happineſs by Compa- 
« riſon.“ But all I could ſay, ſeemed to in- 
creaſe his Grief, inſtead of alleviating it. He 
begged ** I would be leſs generous, and 
* ſaid, my Goodneſs added to his Miſe- 
„ ry, in ſhewing him till more criminal 
„in wronging, in afflicting, an Angel.“ 
I found by converſing with him, that he 
had deſired Lady Paleſtine to obſerve my 
Behaviour, and diſcover my Sentiments; 
that ſhe had written him Word of what 

| paſſed 
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paſſed in her Viſit to me, which affected | 4 
him ſo much, that he ſet out that Inſtant, i 
and would not ſuffer the darkeſt, moſt | 
ſtormy Night in the whole Winter to ſtop * 
him in his Journey, ſo impatient was he "i 
to ſee me. The Moment he arrived, he 164 
went to Lady Palgſtine, to learn every Cir- 1 
cumſtance, more particularly than he could 
by her Letter, which both ſatisfied, and 
touched him ſtill more ſenſibly. 

He could not venture to ſee one whom 
he had ſa much injured, as he was pleaſed 
to think he had done me, without firſt 
aſking Permiſſion z but not having Pa- 
tience to ſtay for his Servant's Return with 
my Anſwer, he met him half Way, which 
occaſioned his Being with me ſo imme- 
diately. | 
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CHAP. XXV. 


1 NOW found that nothing was ſo be- 


neficial to the Conſtitution as Eafe of 
Mind. A few Days paſſed in Happineſs, 
made a greater Progreſs in my * ar 
than all the Medicines which the Phyfi- 
cian yet had preſcribed me. As Grief 
was the Cauſe of my Sickneſs, it was but 
natural that Health ſhould be the Conſe- 
quence of my Felicity, 08 
I firſt now learnt to play the Hypocrrite z 
my Lord ſeemed ſo tenderly anxious for 
my Health, and reproached himſelf ſo 
much for every Pain I felt, that when I 
was moſt ill, I durſt not indulge myſelf in 
the peeviſh Satisfaction of complaining z 
perceiving that he ſuffered more by my 
Sickneſs than I did; for though I inſtant- 
ly forgave him, he could not forgive 
himſelf, Had it not been for the Conſi- 
deration, that what has once been, may 
be again, and the Fear of my Lord's re- 
lapſing at any Time into the ſame Sort 
wt Whim, I ſhould have been happier 
than ever; for he was now never an Hour 
in the Day abſent. Even Sickneſs _ its 
Ca» 
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Pleaſure 3 his Care and watchful Attend» 
ance turned Pain into Delight, I took 
Advantage of my Diſorder to excuſe m 
keeping at Home, that I might not loſe 
my Lord's Company for thoſe who. I be- 
gan to ſee ated upon Cuſtom, ſolliciting 
what they did not deſire, and begging for 
what they would not chuſe to have grant- 
ed, J had learnt that to be impertinent 
was civil, and thoroughly troubleſome 
was being perfectly well · bred. I found 
that the Aim of the Complaiſant was. not 
ſo much to pleaſe, as to appear pleaſed, 
truſting to Vanity for rendering it mutual, 
In conſequence of theſe. Cuſtoms, I was 
too ſoon obliged to mortify myſelf and 
plague others, to avoid affronting them, 
though I deferred as long as my Health 
would leave me the Shadow of an Excuſe. 
The firſt Day I went to Lady Paleſtine s, 
I met Sir Charles Liſdale there, who ſeem- 
ed to have loſt all Vivacity, which had ren- 


dered him ſo agreeable. He approached 


me with a very dejected Air, and uſed all 
poſſible Intreaties to perſuade me to ad- 
mit a Viſit from him. When they failed, 
he expatiatied on his Paſſion with an Ele- 
gance and Appearance of Sincerity, that 


affected me, though not with Love. The 


very 


dos OPHELIA: 
very Thoughts of marrying him 'created 
a Kind of Diflike in me, which I did not 
feel before; but yet he ſeemed ſo feriouf- 
ly touched in all he ſaid, that I was forry 
to add to his Uneaſineſs. 
to comfort him, I affured him of my Ne. 

rd and Gratitude, expreſſing great Plea- 
ure in the Expectation of ſeeing him of- 
ten at Lady Palgſtines as uſual; but he 
told me, that, if I was abſolute in my 
« Determination, he muſt ſeek for Eafe 
« in Abſence 3 for that be ſhould be 
« wretched with ſo poor a Return, unleſs 
„ my Cruelty could conquer his Paſſion.” 
J could not help thinking the whole Sex 
diſtracted: To forſwear any farther Ac- 
quaintance with me, if he could not have 
my Company at all Times, and fixed for 
Life, appeared to me as unreaſonable, as 
if a Man was to kill himſelf, becauſe he 
did not poſſeſs every Thing he wiſhed in 
this World, refuſing to enjoy the ſolid 
Comforts of Life, if ſome trifling Benefit 
was denied him. I was ſorry Sir Charles 
was determined to avoid me; I thereby 
loft the Converfation of a Man I greatly 
liked and eſteemed; and Lord Dorebeſter 
now appeared ſo eaſy about him, that 
I had no Reaſon to fear any Inconve- 
niences 


Endeavouring 
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niences ſhauld ariſe from our Acquaint- 
ance. My Lord endeavoured to account 
for his Jealoufy from the general Incon- 
ſtancy of both Sexes ; but J could not 
think this a ſufficient Reaſon for it, as 
Inconſtancy towards him, could not be 
ſo. well juſtified, as in many Caſes; for 
by what I could learn, the general Practice 
of Deceit makes People appear fo much 
better at firſt, than on long Acquaintance 
they prove to be, that to continue to 
love them, rather than ceaſe to do fo, 
ſhould be termed Inconſtancy. When the 
Merit diſappears, the Object of a rea- 
ſonable Affection is no longer the ſame, 
and Love like all other Structures, ſhould 
fall, when the Foundation ſinks: Our 
Love ſhould follow our Eſteem, and con- 
ſequently no one can have a Right to the 
one, after he has forfeited his Title to 

the other, When the Deceit appears, 
by the Maſk's falling off the Mind, the 
Man can have no better Demand upon 
our Hearts, than his Picture has; in- 
deed, ſcarcely ſo much, as the painted 
Canvas is moſt innocent; but the daubed 
Hy pocrite moſt criminal. Lord Dorcheſter's 

Virtues ſeemed to me too real and per- 
manent to reduce a Woman to e 

and, 
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and, therefore, I could not allow he 
had a good Excuſe for his Suſpicions 
and I was fully determined to avoid ex- 
citing any for the future, by watching my 
Behaviour more narrowly, and not leav- 
ing my Vivacity under the Command of 
my Innocence, ſince that could not de- 
fend it from giving Offence. Sir Charles 
could no longer be an Object of Unea- 
ſineſs; for after meeting him. once more. 
at Lady Paleſtine s, when he took a moſt 
affectionate Farewell, which I returned 
with all the Sincerity of my warmeſt good 
- Wiſhes ; he left London, giving out that, 
he was going = | _ the Tour of 
Europe. He itely ſaid, © in Hopes, 
* * Varkey of Objects, and Dit. 
« pation, to baniſh me from his Mind.“ 
I could not think but this arduous. Affair 
might have been contrived with leſs 
Trouble; and have been more con- 
vinced of it, ſince Experience has ſhewn. 
me, that the Memory is not one of thoſe 
hard Compoſitions, aut of which, Im- 
Mons are ſo very difficult to. eraſe ;. 
have ſeen a Woman waſh her Lover 
from her Remembrance, in leſs Time 
than ſhe could get a Spot of Ink out of 

her Ruffle, | 
Could' 
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Could I have brought myſelf to fol- 
low the Cuſtom of being denied, I ſhould 
have been tempted to abate my Civi- 
lity to my Acquaintance, But the Prac- 
tice of Falſhood, however trifling the 
Circumſtance, appeared, to me a Tug 
of Conſequence ; it learns People to dil- 
regard Truth, and we cannot expect thoſe 
whom we teach to lye for our Conve- 
nience, ſhould forbear it when it may 
turn to their Advantage : It is corrupt- 
ing the Minds of Perſons who being in 
our Power, ought to be the Objects of 
our Care, whofe Principles we ſhould 
watch over, and improve by Precept and 
Example. Your Ladyſhip has obſerved, 
that my Opinion and Practice, are ſtill 


the fame in this Particular; though 
acknowledging the Inconveniences ari- 


ſing from it, but greater Evils can- 
not diſpenſe with our Adherence to 
Truth. The Temptation was certainly 
never ſtronger than at the Time of which 
I am ſpeaking :. When Lord Dorebeſter 3 
conſtant Converſation was a neceſſary Re- 
ward for what I had lately ſuffered ; and 
yet I had leſs Liberty of enjoying it at 
Home than Abroad, as I was obliged to 


direct all my Converſation to 1 —_ 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


MON G other Places where I 
went after the Recovery of my 
* — and my Health, was the Maſ- 
querade. The Company beſide Lady Pa- 
leftine, Lord Dorcheſter, and Lord Lar- 
borough, who was become very — 
with my Lord, were Lady Cembridge, La- 


dy Rocheſter, and Miſs Baden, of whom I 


ſhall give your Ladyſhip fome little Ac- 


count before I proceed with them to the 
Hay- Market. Lady Cambridge claims the 
firſt Place, and far * it from me to rob 
her of a Precedency ſhe would not have 
relinquiſhed, no not in ng over a 
Dunghill, for her whole Eftate. For the 
Honour of having been the firſt Wo- 
man, I believe ſhe. would ſoon have been 
contented to have reſigned her Exiftence, 
and to have lain as long in the Grave, 
as our Mother Eve has. With all this 
ſhe was courteous to Exceſs ; for being 
perſuaded that a Word from her was a 
great Honour to thoſe who received: it, 
and being of a benevolent Diſpoſition, 
ſhe generouſly | 2 that — 
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ble Favour on all ſhe met. Humility 
was the Virtue, on which ſhe particularly 
piqued herſelf z' and to make it known 
to others, ſhe lived in a perfect Con- 
vulſion of Civility, and had not a Limb 
or Feature, that was not as much over- 
ſtrained by the Violence of her Endea- 
vours, as her Complaiſance. In the Height 
of theſe Agitations, one could as little 
know her Perſon, as her Mind, by the 
Courteſy ſhe profeſſed. No one fo bit- 
terly inveighed againſt proud Perſons, 
telling you, that Pride was her Deteſta- 
tion, Convinced her Approbation ſtamped 
a Value on every Thing, 'ſhe would praiſe 
every Part of your Dreſs, in order to 
give a Dignity to Trifles. I never ſaw 
a Woman, who fo truly laboured in her 
Calling, for Affability was her Profeſſion. 
If it was in the Power of a Perſon one 
did not eſteem to humble one, the Im- 
petuolity of her Civility would have done 
it; for her Complaiſance was an Inſult, 
and her Fawning Infolence. They appear- 
ed only to her Inferiors; to her Equals 
in Birth, ſhe was ſtately and imperious. 
Like the generous Lion, ſhe would con- 
defcend to engage with an infignificant 
Plebeian, but would enter the * 
wel 
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with a true heroick Spirit, if her An- 
tagoniſt was of ſuch noble Blood, as de- 
ſerved her Notice, and defend her glo- 
rious Prerogative of Precedency, at the 
Expence of. every Rule of good Breeding. 
Lady Rocheſter was a Perſon of ſublimer 
Notions, than to diſpute the Precedency 
I have given to I ady Cæmbridge. She 
was in Perſon tall and thin, formal in 
her Manner, and ſolemn in her Counte- 
nance, Her chief Employ was Reading, 
and the great Purpoſe of it to appear 
wiſe, not to be ſo. She acquired a Smat- 
tering in many Studies; and having 
amaſſed a great Number of technical 
Terms, ſhe applied them to all Subjects, 
whether proper or improper, and by hap- 


Y Chance, they were generally miſplaced. 


If a Ribbon was the Topick of Diſcourſe, 
ſhe delivered her Sentiments in he- 
matical Phraſes ; if ſhe ordered any of 
her Family Affairs, which, indeed, was 
but ſeldom ; far her Genius ſoared above 


ſuch vulgar Things; ſhe would borrow © 


her Exprefſions from Metaphyſicks, and 
talk of the. Extity of a Piece of Beef, 
% the Neonexiftence of a Pigeon Pye and the 


«* the beterogenous Particles in Salmigon- 
« di;” or changing Science, but till re- 
maining 
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maining Scientifick, would expatiate on the 
« Infinitiſſimals in minced Meat.“ To de- 
ſcribe an Aſſembly, ſhe would call Aſtro- 
nomy to her Aſſiſtance, and Algebra muſt 
furniſh its Quota of Words, to enable 


her to inform you of the Numbers that 


were at it, No Perſon could be mentioned, 
without reminding her of ſome one in An- 
tiquity. If a Gentleman appeared inat- 
tentive, ** he was as abſent as Archime- 
« des, when Syracuſe was taken:“ if a 
Perſon expreſſed Concern at the great Pre- 
valence of Vice ** He was like Heraclitus, 
* weeping for Follies he could not cure; 
« and, therefore, ſhe adviſed him to in- 
* habit a Tub, like Diogenes, unleſs he 
„ would ceaſe to expect Perfection in fi- 
„ nite Beings, endowed with Free- Will, 
„ and void of all Preſcience; for that all 
« Apes had been corrupt, and every Na- 
tion vicious, except ſome few; which 
ſhe would not omit to mention, any more 


than to enumerate the . different Vices of 


all Kingdoms, beginning with Cain's En- 
vy and Cruelty; and ſometimes, ſcarcely 
ſparing the Frailty of our firſt Parents. If 


the Perſon whom ſhe addreſſed, as would 


often be the Caſe, happened to laugh at 
the Inundation of Wiſdom ſhe beſtowed 
upon 


<< Species, yet as La 
Pride, it ought to be ſu preſſed : *' But 
if he did not compoſe 
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him, ſhe would obſerve, '** that tho 


« Rifibitity was one of the moſt diſtin- 


« puiſhing Chara eriſtichs of the human 
hter aroſe from 


is Countenance 
into proper Gravity on this Rebuke, ſhe 
would declare him “ as indocile as Nero 
© to Seneca's Inſtructions,“ and therefore 
leave him. If a Man had an Impedimenc 
in his Speech, he ſtammered like A. 
% cihiades. A narrow Paſſage was the 
« Streights of Thermopyle ;”” and if any 
People ſtood at one End of it, ſhe never 
failed diſcovering a Leonidas among(t 
them. If a Lady whiſpered a Piece of 
Scandal, * ſhe was more ſevere than the 
Athenian Oſtraciſm, from which the juſt 4- 
riſtides could not eſcape uncenſured.” If 


- ſhe was offended with a Fop, ſhe declared 


him © more effeminate than Sardanapalus, 
© and more indolent than the moſt in- 
active of the Merovigienme Race.” A 
Country Squire came by Chance into her 
Company, once when I was preſent, and 
ſhe cried out, He was more ſavage 
% than the Huns, Goths, or Vandals.; and 
* Attila or Genſerick were polite in Com- 
« pariſon of that Barbarian.” If a Ball 
was 
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was mentioned, ſhe would declare her 
longing Deſire to ſee the Salian Dance; 
and grieve for the Degeneracy of Man- 
kind in not reviving the Olympick Games. 
A War was particularly fortunate for her, 


as ſhe would from the ſmalleſt Skirmiſh, 
find an Opportunity of talking of the 
Battle of Maratbon, of Canne, or ſome 
other, equally remote from the preſent 
Age; and of adviſing every General ſhe 
ſaw, to a new Way of martialling his Ar- 
my, particularly recommending to him, 
the Imitation of the Macedonian Pha- 
lanx. She affronted ſeven young Ladies 
reſplendently dreſſed, who were ſtanding 
together, telling them, they reminded 
her of Urſa Major; the Simile did not 
ſound well, and they all frowned moſt 
uncourteouſly ; but could not diſcourage 
her from addreſſing a Lady cloathed in 
Silver Tiſſue, on her © ſhining like the 
% Galaxy.” Folly as well as Vice, ſome- 
times, is productive of Good to Part of 
the Society ; thus her Ladyſhip's pedan- 
tick Vanity gave her a Right to the Praiſe 
given to Lewis, ſince it mult be ſaid, 


That be the living Genius fed, 
And rais'd the Scientifick Head. 


For 


Dow 
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For flattering herſelf with a Notion of 
being a Female Mecenas, as ſhe would 
often indire&ly call herſelf, ſhe imitated 
his Bounty, if ſhe could not rival his 
Judgment ; and reconciled thoſe two Parts 
of Man, the Mind and Body, which are 
apt to be ſo much at Variance, that where 


one is greatly attended to, the other gene- 


rally ſuffers ſeverely by Neglect. 
Whether there is leſs Variety in good 


than in Evil, or that we are apt to be more 
conciſe in our Panegyrics than our Satires 
I know not, but few Words, tho* much 
Affection, will fall to Mifs Baden's Share. 
Folly is extremely various, but good Senſe 
is uniform, and from its perfect Conſiſten- 
cy is ſoon deſcribed. 1 had not then met 
with a Woman whom | thought ſo agree- 
able as Miſs Baden. She was ſeveral Years 
older than myſelf, and ſeemed well ac- 
quainted with the World, was ſenſible, po- 
lite, modeſt, and gentle, her Voice remark- 
ably pleaſing and tho* not handſome, had 
a great deal of Sweetneſs in her Counte- 
nance. 


Miſs Baden was a good deal diſpoſed in 
my [-avour ; ſo well inclined to each other 
I believe we ſhould then have become in- 


timate, had not Lord Dorcheſter 1 
00 
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ed it, and as much as poſſible interrupted 
our Acquaintanee, As he had known her 
longer, I could not doubt but ſhe had 
Fualts which had diſguſted him, tho! I had 
not perceived them; and therefore avoid- 
ed her to the utmoſt of my Power, The 


Reaſon of my Lord's objecting to her will 
be obvious to your Ladyfhip, to whom 1 
need- not ſay that he feared her Difcern- 
ment, and the Frankneſs of her Nature, 
which muſt together enable her to fee the 
Arts uſed to impoſe upon me, as well as 
the End defigned by them, and induce her 
to diſcover the whole, to one whom a Wo- 
man of her Senſe and Virtue mult pity, for 
being too likely to become the Prey of 
Arts and Vices ſhe could not ſufpe&, and 
therefore was the leſs qualified to baffle, 

in this Company I went to the Maſque- 
rade, which had been ſo deſcribed to me, 
as to raiſe my, Curioſity very much; but in 
Abfurdity it exceeded what my Expecta- 
tion had formed of it. The motley phantaſt- 
ick Crew ſeemed to me more like what 
the Imagination repreſents to us in Sleep 
when the Body is diſordered; than any real 
Objects that ever appear before our Eyes 
and I have often thought their Cauſes bore 
ſome Refemblance to each other. Dreams 

Vol. I. I, are 
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are generally the Effects of Exceſſes, or of 
feveriſh Heats; Maſquerades are the Pro- 
duce of a ſtrange Exceſs of Fancy, an over- 
heated Imagination, ſet to work by a wild 
Deſire of Amuſement. | 

The Variety of ſhocking Forms terrified 
me, till uſe had a little familiarized them; 
and I found that this Aſſembly, in the O- 
pinion of moſt People, received its Terrors, 
not from maſking the Faces, but unmaſk- 
ing the Mind. When 1 learned that the 
Engliſh were ſuch great Enemies to Since- 
rity, that none dared practice it bare-faced, 
I allowed there was ſome Excuſe for thus 
defending themſelves from the ill Effects 
of ſo uncommon an Indulgence of that 
Virtue, I ſhould imagine ſome Relaxation 
from the painful Exerciſes of Diſſimulation 
and Flattery neceſſary ; and might be pro- 
ductive of general Good, But the Divine 


 Countenance of Truth is ſo ſeldom ſeen 


here, that if, by Chance, ſhe does appear, 
ſhe is often miſtaken for ill Nature. Nor 
can one wonder at the Error z for ſhe is, 


according to the faſhionable Phraſes, * One 


„ that nobody knows, One that one 
„ never meets any where!“ And there- 
fore, If ſhe will intrude, it is not wonder 
ful, if ſhe is ſo Ill tfeated as to be * 

m 


or 


ne 
ne 
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immediately to withdraw, The Impreſſi- 
on ſhe leaves behind only ſerves to make 
her avoided like a Bugbear, and ridiculed 
without Mercy; ſo generally rebuffed, that 
ſhe can ſcarcely find Shelter in a Cottage ; 
for ſhe ſeldom meets with a very different 
Reception, from the moſt ſumptuous Pa- 
laces down to the pooreſt Hut ; ſhe may, 
indeed, perceive, that the Force of her 
Charms can be properly known only on 
long Acquaintance. There is a Severity 
in her Countenance which may pleaſe leſs, 
at firſt, than the alluring Sweetneſs of 
Falſhood ; but, in Time, her's is ſeen to 
be unfading Beauty; and tho' ſhe may 
ſometimes appear ſevere, is never moroſe. 
The whole Majeſty in her Mein pleaſes, 
while it awes Beholders, who have any 
Taſte for true Lovelineſs; and the longer 
her Votaries ſerve her, the more they are 
captivated with her Charms; Time in- 
creaſes their Love, and Familiarity raiſes 
their Adoration, an Effect not to be para- 
lelled in any other Cale. From the little 
Acquaintance People have with this Divine 
Goddeſs, they ſotnetimes miſtake one for 
her, who beats a ſmall Reſemblance to 
ſome of her Features, but fu greatly height: 
ned and bloated, Ws x 4 W 
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Eye, ſhe is no more like her, than a Sa- 
racen's Head is like the Venus of Medicts, 
and her true Names are Brutality and Cen- 
foriouſneſs. This Ape of her Divinity, 1 
believe, frequents Maſquerades as much or 
more than ſhe does. Accuſtomed to Ex- 
ceſſes, People loſe the Reliſh for the true 
Medium, and make but one Step from 
Flattery to Abuſe. 
Thoſe who have fawned and cringed in 
a Drawing-Room, till after Ten o'Clock, 
will, before Eleven, under the Shelter of 
an antick Dreſs and Maſk, be laviſhly deal- 
ing out their Impertinence and Incivility in 
the Hay- market. 2 this to Lady 
Rocheſter, ſhe replied, ** That ſhe looked 
on a Maſquerade as the Eng/yh Saturns 
i, and as * of Faſhion here were 
© mare abject Slaves to ceremonious 
„ Forms than the Roman Domeſticks were 
„to their Maſters, it was but reaſunable, 
that they ſhould have their Days of Li- 
« berty to declare their Diſguſt with Im- 
„ punity, and revile thoſe they diſap- 
% prove.” I found her Ladyſhip ſo pre- 
judiced in Favour of the Saturnalia, be- 
cauſe of its Antiquity, that ſhe made no 
Diſtinction between Freedom and Licen- 
tiouſnels, 
2 I ſcon 
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I ſoon perceived that I ſhould acquire 
more Knowledge of the true Diſpolitions 
of Mankind at three of theſe Aflemblics, 
than by living three Months in the polite 
World; for it was the firſt Time 1 ſaw 
People in their natural Characters; the 
Mind was now apparent, the Face only 
hid ; and, as the Company I was with, 
were much uſed to theſe Entertainments, 
they could fee thro' the Maſks, which 
would have concealed many of my Ac- 
quaintance from my leſs diſcerning Eyes, 
and by their Afliſtance I perceived the 
forced Prude indulging in Coquetry ; 
the affeQedly Grave giving a looſe to 
Mirth and Pleaſure; the fawning, pert, 
and ' impertinent z great Stateſmen con- 
deſcending to be trifling, and Philoſophers 
to be fooliſh ; all laying aſide thoſe Parts, 
which Intereſt, the Love of Power, or 
- A ear Induced them to act in pub- 


Lady Cambridge was as new to this En- 
tertainment as mylelf, never having been 
at a Maſquerade before; and I could ſee 
the great Familiarity with which every one 
accofted her, with as little Diſtinction as 
they could the loweſt Plebeian, greatly of- 
fended her Pride, and ſhe could ſcarcely 
L 3 pre- 
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revail on herſelf to conceal ſo much No- 
Ility under a Maſk, That I might be ſure 
of the Cauſe of the Diſturbance I perceiv- 


ed in her, I obſerved, that, © this Diver- 


© ſion ſeemed an Emblem of Death; it 
\ laid all Hearts open, and put an End 
to all Diſſimulation and Pretence z and 
« if the Reſurrection was not ſo quick, I 
„% ſhould be more on a Par with the reſt 
of the World, ſince I was not one of the 
„% Number who durſt not appear without 
« an internal Maſk, unleſs I had an exter- 
nal one to conceal me: That, like the 
% Grave too, it levelled all Diſtinctions, 
and brought high and low on an Equa- 
* lity.” Upon thus touching the tender 
Point, her Ladyſhip anſwered, that,“ in- 
«*« deed ſhe thought Maſquerades could ne- 
ver long meet with Encouragement from 
„ Ferſons of Rank, unleſs they could find 
out a Method of diſtinguiſhing their 


„ Conditions.“ I propoſed a Coronet on 


the Mafk, as the eaſieſt Method of fixing 
the Stamp of Rank and Faſhion on thoſe 
who could claim it. She was charmed with 
the Thought, and declared, She would 
* endeavour to bring her Friends into it 
« and if it once became general, ſhe ſhould 
ebe a conſtant Perſon at thoſe 3 

lince, 
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% ſince, in every reſpect, but that level. 
I ing Quality, ſhe liked them extreme. 
6 ] , 

A Maſquerade, by no means, anſwered 
my Expectations, the Variety of Charac- 
ters, which, I was told, were there perſon- 
ated, ſeemed to promiſe much Entertain- 
ment; but before half the Evening was 
ſpent, | found that Wit, the great Re- 
quiſite to make them ſo, was a ſcarce Com- 
modity z and that after the Wearer way 
once dreſſed, he thought as little of the 
Character he had aſſumed, as he did of 
the Propriety of it when he choſe the Ha- 
bit. Thus one ſees a Harlequin limpin 
with difficulty a-croſs the Room; an ol 
Woman ſkipping: and dancing more nimb- 
ly than any of the Company ; a French Pe- 
tit Maitre penſive or ſleepy; a Fortune- 
teller dancing a Minuet; a Bear exerciſing 
the Height of ſolemn Politeneſs; a Shep- 
herdeſs bold and impudent; a Nun coquet- 
iſhly friſky ; a. Turt drinking Wine, and a 
Spaniard eaſy, ge y, and familiar. 

Tho' Novelty has great Charms, yet I 
grew weary before-the greateſt Part of the 
Com pany-; the lateneſs of the Hour con- 
tribured more: than any thing to tire me. 
could not reconcile myſelf to the Cuſtom 
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of the civilized Part of the World of re- 
verſing the Orders of Nature, of ſleeping 
the beſt Part of the Day, neglecting the 
Sun in his Brightneſs, ang inventing grtifi- 
cial Lights to illumine the Night. It was 
ſtrange to me to find that People were ne- 
= ively but when they ſhould. be at 
reſt. | 
I was inclined to ſuſpect them of a ſu- 
perſtitious Regard to Midnight, eſpeciall 
when I reflected that the only Muſick which 
was on any ſettled Eſtabliſhment, and the 
only Lay Monitor, performed at that 
Time, and in the darkeſt Seaſon of the 
Year; a Time, to Perſons who keep regu- 
lar Hours, the moſt unfit for Muſic, ſince 

there will ſeldom be much Harmony in the 
Minds of People waked out of a Sleep 
which was beginning to refreſh them after 
the Labours of the Day, even tho" Cecilia 
herſelf was to be the Muſician. 

The Chriſtmas Monitor is better imagin- 
ed, as he firſt rouſes them with his Bell; 
and thus prepares them, with no ſmall So- 
lemnity, to liſten to the moral Sentences, 
which he has moſt ingeniouſly put into 
Verſe. Not ſuch, indeed, as the Muſes 
inſpire, and entitle the Author to the pure 


Streams of Helicon; Ale being both bis In - 
| ſpuer 
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-_ and his Reward; and inſtead of 
Y 


ing on the Back .of Pegaſus, he creeps 
with a Crutch. This Inſtitution I have 
often thought might be of great Uſe in a 
Religion, whoſe Doctrine was deſigned to 
fright from Sin by well wrought Terrors, 
rather than ta encourage Virtue by Hopes, 
The awful Sound of his Bell, at an Hour 
to which Darkneſs and the Stillneſs of 
Night gives a Solemnity, would greatly 
heighten the Figures and ſtrengthen the 
Metaphors, in a Diſcourſe formed to work 
on the Fears of our timerous Imaginations. 
Religious Hobgoblins as well as childiſh 
Bugbears, are but little believed in Sun- 
ſhine. That great Luminary diſpels Su- 
perſtition as well as all other Clouds and Va- 
pours ; itclears the Underſtanding as well as 
the Sky; it nouriſhes only what 1s natural, 
baniſhing all phantaſtick Forms which are 
forced to fly before it, and take Shelter un- 


der the Shade of Night, when the Mind is 


more gloomy and leſs rational. Notwith- 
ſtanding my ObjeCtions of turning the Night 
into Day, I was obliged, in great Meaſure, 
to conform to the general Cuſtom, tho? ne- 
ver ſo far as to ſuffer it to deprive me of the 
Enjoyment of the bleſſed Sun, whole Pre- 
fence had more Charms for me, than the 

L 5 Com- 
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Company of thoſe who deſpiſed it; ſo that 
my Nights, not my Days, . were abridged 
by theſe late Entertainments; and the next 
was obliged to make up to me for the En- 
croachments on the Night before, if requi- 
ſite, which it ſeldom was, as I had been 
accuſtomed to take little Sleep. 


CHAP. 
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T was uſual with Lord Dorchefter and 

myſelf to take a Morning Walk, when- 
ever the Weather would permit it, in the 
Fields leading to Chelſea, which gave Riſe 
to an Adventure ſo intereſting, that I can- 
not forbear communicating it to your La- 
dyſhip, tho' it is foreign to the Hiſtory [ 
have 1 to give you of myſelf. 

For ſeveral Days together we obſerved 
a Man, who, with Care, avoided the pub- 
lick Path, tho* he walked in the ſame 
Fields. Curioſity, at Jaſt, tempted us to 
go up to him. His ſickly and dejected A.- 
pect excited our Compaſſion, Lord Dorche- 
fler, whoſe Humanity made him feel for 
the Diſtreſſes of others, tho* offuch a Na- 
ture as he could never have experienced, 
was greatly touched with the Appearance of 
Wretchedneſs ſo viſible in this Man. He 
was ſitting down on the Trunk of a Tree; 
we ſeated ourſelves by him; he attempted 
to riſe, more from a Deſire of flying So- 
ciety, than from an humble Intention of 
giving Place to Perſons who ſeemed more 


in Furtune's Favour than himſelf; but my 
Lord 
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Lord would not permit him to leave us. 
After aſking ſeveral Queſtions about indif- 
ferent Things, and with great Difficulty 
leading him into Diſcourſe, my Lord told 
him, that, he might appear impertinent 
in thus forcing himſelf into his Acquain- 
« tance, but that Compaſſion, and a De- 
e fire to 3 was his _— That 
he appeared un yz and if it was not 
" — , we ond be infinitely oblig- 
ed to him if he would inform us what 
was the Occaſion of it.” | 

he poor Man ſhook his Head, and de- 
olined complying with his Requeſt, ſaying, 
„Nothing was leſs agreeable to hear, nor 
„to relate, than a Series of Diſtreſſes 
that he made it a Rule never to talk of 
© his Misfortunes, for if he met with bad, 
« il|l-natured People, they would diſlike 
„him for being wretched, and avoid him 
as if Miſery was infectious. On the 
contrary, to Perſons of Humanity he 
« would not chuſe to give even the Pain 
of Compaſlion.'* And, indeed, fo much 
did he act up to this Declaration, that he 
could not be prevailed upon to give any 
Account of himſelf, My Lord finding he 
was not likely to ſucceed by Intreaties, en- 
deavoured to draw him into the Subject 4 

an 
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and taking the Hint from his Cloaths, 


which were a tattered Suit of Regimentals, 
began to expatiate on all the Hardſhips to 
Which military Men are liable. Among 
the reſt, he took Notice of the unhappy 
State of a diſbanded Regiment. My Lord 
no ſooner fell on this Topic, than it was 
very viſible in the poor Man's Countenance, 
that he had —_— the Cauſe of his Di- 
ſtreſs, M perceiving this, dwelt 
on the Subject, and imagined all the Caſes 
in which it could be moſt cruel z ſuppoſed 
muny of theſe Men to have Wives and 
Children to maintain, out of a Half. pay, 
which could ſcarcely afford Support to 
themſelves; deſcribed the continual Solli- 
citation to Men in Power z and the Ne- 
glect and Indignities which, he ſaid, Po- 
verty was apt to receive. He then talked 
of the anxious State of a Suitor's Mind, 
elevated with Hopes, only to be ſunk the 
next Moment in Deſpair, 'The poor Man 
could hold out no longer, Tears ran down 
his Face, and he begged of my Lord to 
9 no more, for he had touched the String 
0 


his Misfortunes z crying out, with a 
kind of Agony, „I have too long ſuffer- 
« ed all, and more than you have de ſerib- 
ed, and gone thro" the Scenes your Ima- 

*« gination 
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6 _m_ has only drawn. Be grateful, 
« Sir, to Providence, for never having 
 afflited you with ſuch Misfortunes, for 
| perceive it has not, or you could not 
have dwelt on Circumſtances of Which 
the bare Recollection, tho! the Time of 
Suffering was paſt, muſt cut you to the 
„Soul.“ Wound up to this Fitch it was 


eaſy to draw him into a Kelation of Miſ- 


fortunes, which had too entire a Poſſeſſion 
of his Thoughts to be any longer con- 
cealed; but it was ſome time before we 
could get him into a regular Narration. 
The Diſturbance of his Mind made him 
repeat a confuſed Set of Facts, mixed with 
ſuch pathetic Exclamations, as drew Tears 


from my Eyes. However, at Jaſt, my 


Lord compoſed his Spirits, ſa far, that he 
began thus: 8 w_ 

„My Name, Sir, is Traverſe, I was put 
into the Army as ſoon as I was able to 
* carry a Pair of Colours, which my Fa- 
* ther, who was a Colonel, gave me; 
* but dying ſoon aſter, and leaving me 
„with nothing for my Support, but the 
« Profits of my Poſt, and the Gratitude of 
« his Friends, among whom he had ſpent 
« his Fortune, it was not long before I 


experienced the diſagreeable Parts 2 
| ro- 
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Profeſſion. My Father's Friends careſt: 
ed me, indeed, and courted me into 
their Company, which was attended 
with Expences very inconvenient to me. 
I durſt not, however, wholly neglect 
them, as I hoped a Return from their 
Friendſhip, the frail Dependence of Peo- 
ple of my Profeſſion, where Intereſt is 
the ſovereign Diſpoſer of every thing. 
But the fi portunity I had of trying 
theſe Friends ſhewed me, that if Hope 


was a Pleaſure, it was one I was likely 


long to enjoy, Every Vacancy in our 
Regiment raiſed it, and I got no Prefer- 
ment to gratify it. Some Body or other 
was conſtantly put over my Head, tho* 
they ſometimes could ſcarcely perform 


the eaſy Exerciſes practiſed among vs. 


My Patrons aſſured me they did all they 
could ; but ſome great Power fruſtrated 
their Endeavours. However, they fed 
me with Promiſes of procuring me the 
next Lieutenancy. For ſome Years, I 


I believe, their Intentions correſponded 


with their Words; but, at laſt, I found 
the higheſt Favours I ſhould ever 
receive from them was being drawn 
into their Follies and Expences, lit- 
tle ſuitable to my Inclinations or In- 

1 come; 


come; being treated with the little Ce. 
« remony of a Dependent, and obliged to 
« pleaſe their Convenience and Pride, 
« which led them to like having Gentle- 
« men in their Train of Followers. Many 


« would ſhew me as a young Man whom 


«they had taken under their Protection, 
« and whoſe Fortune they intended to 
« puſh, having a great Regard for my 
« Father; and never failed infinuating, 


that they conferred continual Obliga- 


{ tions upon me. This greatly mortified 
« my Pride, as I was Conſcious of receiv- 
<« ing none from them, unleſs they efteem- 


« ed diſagreeable Converſation as ſuch. 


« Finding [ was not likely to be raiſed by 
« their Intereſt; and that, notwithſtanding 
c had been in ſeveral Engagements, and 
e received particular Encomiums from my 
« Officers, yet ftill I was paſſed by in every 
% Prefetment, as much as if it had been 


«4. impoſſible for me to change my Poſt, I, 


« at laſt, began to neglect them; and, in 


« Deſpair, reſolved to think no more of it, 
« but to try whether Time would be a bet- 
e ter Friend, Fortunately for me we had 
« a new Colonel ſoon after this, who, un- 
« derſtanding how long I had been in the 
« Regimentz and having enquired into 

my 
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* my Character, and the Reaſon of my 
* remaining ſa long an Enſign, told me, 
«I ſhould ſee, that Merit had greater In- 
„ cereſt with him, than the Recommen- 
„  dations of People in Power and acrord- 
ingly gave me the firſt vacant Lieutenan- 
« cy. But he dying, in a ſhort Time, I had 
0 no gy of experiencing his far- 
« ther Gaodneſs,, which, I am perſuaded, 
« would have: led him to promote me in 
© due Order, However, I was to owe 
the Obligation to a fairer Hand. Some- 
ay one after my Colonel's — Irene w- 
« ed my Acquaintance with a young Lady, 
* which. had been for many Years inter- 
« rupted. - During our Chi d, we had 
be — — = 
« were ſepara an Employment whi 
« called — — into i Coun- 
* try, from whence he was but juſt re- 
turned. I had not long viſited at his 
« Houfe before I found a new kind of 
« Uneaſineſs, which made me inſenſible 
* to every thing that did not concern my 
« grear Wiſh, the longing I had to 
make my former Play-fellow the Compa- 
«* nion of my Soul. The Recollections of 
* our childi ts, and all the Paſſages 
of our infant Years, created an Intima- 
an 


234 OPHELIA 


ey between us almoſt as ſoon as we 
„met. Tho' ſhe was handſome, Beau- 
« ty was her leaſt Charm; her Under- 
„ ſtanding . was excellent, | tho! Years and 
Experience could not be ſaid to have 
improved it. Her Heart was as free 
% from Blemiſh as it was filled with Vir- 
« tues. Then, the numberleſs Attractions 
in every Look and Motion, were ſo 
« far beyond Deſcription, that I will be 


« ſilent, tho' I could dwell on them for 


« ever. I flattered myſelf with'a Belief of 
6+, a friendly Return of Affection from 
„this Angel; but this was not ſuffi- 
«cient. I ardently longed that ſhe ſhould 
{© conceive more tender Sentiments, tho“ 
the low State of my Fortune would not” 
permit me to endeavour to inſpire them; 
« as 1 conſidered it was the Means of 
making her the Companion of my Deſ- 
„pair, of which alone I wiſhed to act the 
© Miſer, and to communicate no Part to 
her. Accident; however, betrayed the 
© Lovel frared to reveal, and her Beha- 
„ viour upon the Occaſion ſerved to bind 
« my Fetters faſter, Her Generoſity 
% charmed me to exceſs, and we ſoon en- 
« joyed the enchanting Pleaſure ariſing 
„from Profeſſion of mutual Love, mw 
6h a 
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« all the Warmth and Delicacy, that could 
be felt or expreſſed by People filled with 
* a paſſionate Tenderneſs for each other, 
and bleſſed with frequent Interviews. 
We were ſo happy, we even forgot 
there was a Poſſibility of being happier z 
but the evil Star that preſided at my 
Birth would not leave me long in this 
Situation. The Father of my Caroline, 
« for that was my Angel's Name, di- 
„ed, and having ſeen the mutual Af- 
1 fection between me and his Daughter, 
sand the Diſadvantages which would ariſe 
© to her from an Union between us, left 
„ her a good Fortune, but on Condition 
« the ſhould not marry me. Notwith- 
« ſtanding this cruel Uſage, ſhe (Miracle 
of Goodneſs) grieved for a Father who 
« did not deſerve it from her, and I was 
* ſufficiently employed in endeavouring to 
« comfort her, tho* I was little able to 
bear a Circumſtance which, I thought, 
** mult deprive me of all my Hopes; for 
* I could not think of bringing her into a 
State where her Support muſt end with 
„% my Life, which had more than the 
common Chances of Mortality againſt it. 
** But her Generoſity diſregarded =_= 
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* \ Dangers. She had a Sum of Money 
« (the Legacy of an old Aunt) ſufficient 
% to buy an Exchange of a Company for 
me. She preſſed me to lay it out in this 


% Manner; but I was determined againſt 


% making that Uſe of it. It would, in- 
* deed, have made our Income more to- 
© Jerable, but in caſe of my Death, ſhe 
* ſhe muſt have been left entirely deſti- 
e tute, After finding that her Generoſity 
*« reſiſted all I could ſay to deter her from 
% ſharing the Fortune of ſuch a Wretch as 
„ myſelf, (perhaps Arguments ſo contrary 
% to the tender Sentiments of my Heart 
* were not enforced. in a perſuaſive Man- 
* ner) I told her, that if ſhe would ven- 
** ture to marry me, and to ſhare my 
poor Commiſſion, I ſhould be the hap- 
„ pieſt Man on Earth, and would place 
% her Money in ſuch a Manner, that, after 
„ my Death it might be ſome little De- 
*« pendance for her yz but that I abſolute- 
** ly would neither lay it out, nor receive 
* any thing from it while I lived, She 
„ ſeemed to conſent, and we agreed to re- 
* linquiſh the Fortune her Father had 


charged with ſuch heavy Conditions, 
and deſpiſe any Treaſure when 2 in 
4 Com- 
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* Competition with the Poſſeſſion of each 
„ other. Various Accidents, however, de- 
« ferred, for ſome time, the Execution of 
% our Purpoſe ; moſt of theſe Delays, in- 
« deed, proceeded from her; but my 
Confidence in her Truth and Love was 
* ſuch, that I could object to nothing 
«* ſhe propoſed, nor harbour any Suſpicion 
« of a Coldneſs in her Heart. The Li- 
« berty of ſpending, almoſt all my Time 
« with her, conſtituted a State of Bliſs, 
« when ſhe ure it ſome Interruption, one 
„% Day, by delivering to me a Captain's 
« Commillion ; in the procuring of which 
« ſhe had laid out all her little Fortune. 
« While a Friend (but an injudicious one) 
« had been tranſafting this Affair, ſhe 
% had, on ſpecious Pretences, deferred our 
„% Marriage, to avoid my having the Power 
of preventing her from concluding it, It 
4 was ſurprizing how well ſhe had con- 
„ cealed the Knowledge of it from me. 
© I have ſeldom been more ſenſibly hurt 
than at this Diſcovery of what ſhe had 
done. She accompanied it with ſaying, 
e that ſhe could not believe one who was 
« ſo entirely mine, whoſe Life and every 

« Thought 


236 OPHELIA, 


« Thought and Action depended ſo much 
« on me, could ever remain in the World 
« after I had left it z and therefore ſhe 
« had taken Care that I ſhould enjoy the 
« little Fortune had given her but if ſhe 
« had had it in her Power to make me 
« the ſmalleſt Reparation for the Injuſtice 
« of mercenary People, ſhe ſhould think 
« herſelf happy. Tho' I was overcome 
« with her Generoſity, yet my Concern 
66 gor the better of my Gratitude, and the 
« firſt Thing I ſaid was, That ſhe had 
« entailed Cowardice and conſtant Miſery 
« upon me; for I ſhould be ever wretched 
« with the Fear of what would become of 
« her if I were to die. Theſe ſort of Con- 
 « yerſations, when the Heart is ſo much 

engaged in them as mine was, are never 
% obliterated from the Memory; but I find 


„ [| ought often to check myſelf, for 1 


« am very tedious in my Narration. My 
« Imagination was always too warm to ſut- 
fer me to confine myſelf to a ſew prin- 
« cipal Facts, when the lighteſt Circum- 
«« ſtances were of ſuch infinite Pleaſure and 
« Importance to me, However, I will 
e ſuppreſs what paſſed between us on the 


Subject I have mentioned, tho? a thou- 
| « ſand 
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fand Things 'my Caroline ſaid crowd to 
my Remembrance, and fill me with 
Rapture; | but I will not allow Utter- 
ance to one, and only tell you, in few 


« Words, that immediately after we were 
* married,” 


CHAP. 


] 
| 
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CHAP, vun. 


HE Jo (continued the 
Captain) which I received Fom 


« the Poſſeſſion of my dear Caroline would 
have recompenced me for much greater 
« Evils, than thoſe I had experienced 
« in Life, Every Day diſcovered ſome 
« new| Virtue in her Heartz Time even 
« improved her Charms z and, however 
„% uncommon, what before Marriage was 
« only violent Love and tender Eſteem, 
« grew in me almoſt to Love and Adora- 
„tion. She was ſo good an CEconomilt, 
«© that we lived very neatly on our ſmall 
« Income; and ſhe appeared ſo entirely 
© contented, that my Ambition was loſt 
« in Exceſs of Happineſs, I ſcarcely 
e thought of farther Preferment, nor felt 
« the unjuſt Preference given to much 
“ younger Officers than myſelf, I ſaw 
« Boys, qualified neither by Age, nor Ex- 
« perience for the loweſt Poſts in the 
« Army, = over my Head, and could 
* not find Diſturbance enough in my 


Mind to produce one Murmur, I con- 
| « ſidered 
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ſidered Providence had laviſhed its Blefl- 
ings on me, when it gave me my Caro- 
line ; and ſo conſiderable was my Por- 
tion of Happineſs, that I had no Ti- 


tle to aſk. for any Thing more, but 


ought to leave to others the poor 
Enjoyments of Preferment, Nothing 
could tempt me out of her Company, 
but an Endeavour to get ſome little 
Place for her, which might alford her 
a Support in caſe the Thread of my 
ator Felicity ſhould be cut, For 
this I importuned my Friends; for 
though 1 had but little Confidence in 


them, yet this 2 ſee med my 


only Chance. y Succels anſwered 
my Faith, 1 got nothing done, after 
repeated Trials, to remove this Bur- 
den from my Mind, which imbittered 
my Joy by ſo many painful Reflections, 
it almoſt made me a Coward. Death ap- 
peared to me, ſo encompaſſed with Terrors, 
that I have often wondered how I could 
hazard the Meeting of it, with tolera- 
ble Compolure in the Field, when, in 
the Quiet of my own Houſe, the leaſt 
Diſorder filled me with inexpreſſible 
Agonies, from the Apprehenſions I had: 
Vor. I, M 40 of 


of its Increaſe. Though I have men- 
„„ tioned my Happineſs as perfect, yer 
„it was Often interrupted by being oblig- 
* ed to attend the Army Abroad, and 
* leaye my Wife to mourn my Abſence 
* but then joyful Returos ſucceeded, 
and recompenced us for paſt Paing I 
** often doubted, whether I could be juſ- 
«* tified in hazarding the Support of an 
« incſtimable Wife, and ſeveral fine Chil- 
„ dren in all the Chances of War. It 
„ ſeemed reaſonable, that in Conſidera- 
tion of them, I ought to have ſold 
** out; hut, then again, it was ungrateful 
* to my King, to have received his Pay 
< ſo long, and leave his Service at the 
only, Time I could be uſeful. It was 
*. true, I had fuffercd. a great Deal of ill 
* TI xeatment z_ but that was becauſe my 
« Obfcuricy hid me from his Majeſty's 
* Knowledge, and gave Perfons- of Birth 
«. {il}, wore obſcure, though higher in 
Office, Power to behave towards me, 
* as ſuch People will ever do to the un- 


s: friended. But, I had ſtill another Rea- 
«* ſon to keep and perform the Duties of 


* my Commiſſion. Such an Action would 
1 have branded me with the Name of 


4 L Coward, 
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« Coward, and that, I had not Courage 
to bear j 1 could have given up my 


„% Life for my Family; but my Keputa- 


« tion was of more Importance to me, 
* and without it 1 ſhould have been a 
« Diſgrace, inſtead of a Comfort to them. 
4 ſhould have been unworthy of my 
Caroline; nor would ſhe, I am con- 
& vinced, as much as ſhe was a Prey 
« to tender Feats, have conſented that 1 
& ſhould have brought ſo great a Miſ- 
4 fortune on myſelf, in order to remove 
« the Chance of ene from her. It is 
«* eaſy to imagine, the Peace gave us 
great Joy; we little foreſaw the Conſe- 
« quences, We had now nine Children 
the eldeſt not ſeventeen, the youngeſt 
te _ a ear as My Health was much 
« ;\mpaired by the Campaigns abroad 
* bar 1 doubted not, that 1 thould reco- 
« yer it, by the quiet and happy Enjoy- 


4 ment of the Company of my Wife and 


„ Children, Nor was I miſtaken ; by 
their kind Care apd Attendance, I was 
* wow: much better, when 1 heard the 
fatal News of the Reduction of our 
Regiment. 1 was greatly ſhocked it 
* this unexpected Blow ; by 

Aa 2 


this Means, 


* our 
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our Income was dwindled to ſo lit- 
tle, that it was inſufficient for the 
Support of ſo large a Number. Npne 
of our Children were large enough to 
contribute much to the general Stock, 
by their moſt induſtrious Endeavours. 
I was too feeble in Body, and too weak 
in Mind, to give any Aſſiſtance. The 
moſt extreme Poverty, had it afflicted 
none but myſelf, - would have rather 
ſerved as a Spur, than a Depreſſion to 
my Spirits; but when I reflected on 
the Difficulties into which I had brought 
my Wife, it overwhelmed , me with 
Grief ; nor could it be cured by the 


Patience and Chearfulneſs with which 


ſhe bore this Misfortune. Her Beha- 
viour, by ſhewing her Merit till 
more conſpicuouſly, only heightened my 
Regret, that ſuch, Virtue ſhould ſuffer. 
As fit to ſtruggle with bad Fortune, 
as to grace good, ſhe ſoon, by various 


Kinds of Work, found Means of in- 


creaſing our Income, though the ne- 
ceſſary Care of ſo large a Family would 
not ſuffer her to gain enough to en- 
able us to continue our Sons at School, 


* which was a great Mortification, as 


"ws 


[4 { 
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we had always been deſirous. of giv- 


ing them good Education, even though 
we ſhould ſtreighten ourſelves for that 
Purpoſe, when our Income was the 
— plentiful. All the Service my 
Health could permit me to de of, 


was to turn Schoolmaſter to my Child- 


ren, that they might ſuffer as little as 
poſſible from our Poverty. Thus, by 


my Caroline s Tngenuity and Induſtry, 


we were ſupported ; nor, was I ever, 
for a Moment, able to perceive, that 
ſhe, either repined or grieved at be- 
ing obliged to give this Aſſiſtance; 
on the contrary, ſhe appeared to take 
greater Pleaſure in it, than in any 


Amuſements ſhe had ever enjoyed. 
rome as if Providence had ſome wiſe 
an 


good Purpoſe in afflicting us, 
which, by this Means, was fruſtrated, 
ſhe one Day, after returning Home 
wet quite through her Cloaths, from 
a Place where her Buſineſs had called 


„her, was ſeized, as we ſat at Dinner, 


«with a Stroke of the Palſy, which, at 


firſt, affected her Head, and deprived 
her of all her Limbs. However, ſhe 
recovered her Senſes, I may ſay, ſoon- 
N 3 as... 
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er, than I did mine; for the Condi- 
tion ſhe was in, and the Occaſion: of it, 
left me very little Uſe of my Rea- 
** fon. The Phyſician who attended her, 
and was my good Friend, taking the 
greateſt Care of her, without acerpt- 
ing any . Reward, . but the . Pleaſure of 
* doing à charitable Action, declared, 
that he had no Hopes of ber Re- 
** covery but from the Bath- Waters, 
and offered to ſend wich us, a Re- 
** commendation: to one of his on Pro- 
* feflion, who could well ſupply his Place 
in Care of her. Tou may imagine | 
* did not hefitate a Moment, in iny Re- 
* ſolution. of ſending her thither, not- 
„ withſtanding the bad State of our 
*Circumſtances. I ſold, directhy, all the 
Furniture of our Houſe, and every 
Thing we had, which could raiſe Mo- 
* ney; taking, for my Children; a little 
Hole, which would juſt contain them; 
* and leaving them under the Care of 
„the eldeſt Son and Daughter (who were 
more prudent than their Ages pro- 
s miſed) I, with my ſecond Daughter, 
« attended my Wife ta Bath, where 1 
* had the Joy, in about two Months, to 
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* ſee her recover her Health and Limbs; 
_ *. excepting her Hands, which ſtill re- 
„ mained fo lame that ſhe could not 


* even drefs herſelf. I never ſaw her 


© ſo much affected wich any Thing; 
* ſhe: would have eſteemed herſelf hap- 
« py, could the have bought the Ute 
„of her Hand with. the Loſs of her 
Foot; for ſhe looked on herſelf. as a 
+ ghelplef Burden to a diſtreſſed Family, 
* But, for once, I differed much from 
ger, and rejoiced: at the Seat in which 
the Diſtemper had fixed, if it would 
* not quite leave her, as, by giving her 
the Power of uſing Exerciſe, I hoped, 
her Health might be preſerved, which, 
# potted. _ — not be ex · 
* Aſter a y Trial, ſne 
4 was told there — Poſlibility of 
her recovering her Hand; and the 
% Weather growing fine, it was imagined 
Air might be of more Service to her. 
Th, and the low Price of Things in 
„the Country, made us determine to re- 
turn no more to London; ſo enquiring 
for the cheapeſt Country in that Part 
* of the World, we removed to the 
orders of Wales, where we hired a. 
A M. 4 * ſmall 
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„ ſmall Houſe, and ſent for our Chit- 
e dren, by the leaſt expenſive Convey- 
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ance, When we had been there ſome 


Time, I was induced to return to 
Town, in order to get ſome Redreſs, 
having been informed of a good Op- 
portunity of attempting it ; but found 
the Hopes that had been given me 
were very fallacious, and ſhould have 
ſoon returned, had I not been ſeized 
with a malignant Fever, wherein, I ve- 
rily believe, I muſt have periſhed for 
Want, had not my Phyſician aſſiſted 
me, ſtill more in the Capacity of a 
Friend than his Profeſſion. I am now 
detained here, by ſome Buſineſs I am 
tranſafting for him, happy to have the 


Power of giving ſome little Token of 
my Gratitude. As my Recovery is 


yet but very imperfect, I come every 
Morning, to take a Walk in the Fields, 
for the Benefit of the Air, which I find 
is a Place much frequented, likewiſe, 
by this Lady and yourſelf, whom [ 
have often obſerved.” Here the poor 


Man ended his Story, which had detain- 
ed us a long Time, even to the Encroach- 


ing on an Engagement of my Lord's; 


but 
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but he would not interrupt a Narration 
ſo hardly obtained. I could not forbear 
aſking after his Wife, whether the Coun- 
try had not done her Service. He told 
me, ſhe was juſt the ſame as when ſhe 
went into it,. but, he thanked God, in 
very good Health; and that he had 
contrived to prevent: her knowing of his 
laſt Illneſs. We parted from the poor 
Man with heavy Hearts; it lowered 
my Spirits for the whole Day, and filled 
my Lord's Thoughts for a longer Time. 
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CHAP, XXIX. 


ORD Dorchefter made very diligens 
Enquiry after our Captain, to know 
the Reality of what he fai; for Peo - 
ple who would not miſapply their Boun- 
ty, muſt be on their Guard againſt what 
they hear, leſt Truth ſhould be diſguiſed 
by Falſhood, or clouded by Partiality. 
His Search proved to the Honour of the 
Gentleman's Veracity ; for he learnt eve- 
ry Circumſtance from other Hands. He 
was then not leſs earneſt in procuring 
him Preferment ; and, as there were ma- 


ny Vacancies, he got the Choice of two 


Commiſſions. The next Time we met 
our Captain, my Lord deſired he would 
come to his Houfe that Morning, and 
begged F would go along with him, 
that I might have the Satisfaction of ſee- 
ing how the. poor Man took the News 
of his Preferment. 1 ſhould unwillingly 
have been abſent from this Interview, 


therefore readily complied with his Lord- 


hip's Requeſt. 

1 the appointed Hour the Cap- 

tain came, and was brought up Stairs 
to 
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to us; the Surprize he had been at firſt 
thrown into, by ſo- unexpected an Invi- 
tation to the Houſe of one of my Lord's: 
Rank, and, in a Manner which ſeemed: 
to promiſe him ſome Benefit, ſtill was. 
viſible when he entered. My Lord aſk- 
ed him if he wiſhed ſo — to be 
again inthe King's Service,” as to-hke go- 
mg into the Hof Indies, The poor Man- 
anfwered,. that he really did not; for 
* his Health was fo bad he feared he- 
« ſhould: not be able to Bear the Change 
of Climate, ant his Eife was now: 
of more Importance than ever to his 
* Family, fince his Wife was intirely in- 
capable of gaining the Sabſiltence he 
could not leave her; | which- made 
bim rather prefer his Half: Pay, than 
hazard a Life the Loſs of. which» 
* muſt ſo much Diſtreſs on thoſe- 
he loved to Exceſs. Befides, the Troops: 
« were to ſet ſail ſb ſoon, that he-fould? 
* not have Time to bid his Family, per- 
„ haps, a laſt Adieu.“ My Lord told? 
him, * he was ſorry to hear this was: 
This Way of thinking, having got a: 


. Majority for him in one of: thoſe Re- 


« giments.” | Notwithſtanding: the Re- 
luctance the poor Man had „ to- 
going: 


T i. ern 


252 OPHELLIA 


going abroad, yet he. received this News 
with as much Gratitude .as if it, had been 
the very Thing he wiſhed. * He acknow- 
** ledged, his Obligations to my Lord 
« were infinite; made many Exclamations 
on the Uncommonneſs of his Fortune, 
« which had denied him all Aſſiſtance 
from People who profeſſed themſelves 
bis Friends, had borne the Appearance 
of. it for a great Number of Years, and 
had even given him a Right to ex- 
th pet they ſhould be really ſuch, by 
0 receiving Obligations from his Fami- 
„ly and now he had the higheſt Be- 
nefits conferred by one entirely a Stran- 
ger to him. | 

To this my Lord replied, that, he 
« withed what he had done, had ſuited 
« his. Inclination and Circumſtances, as 
4% much as he hoped it would.“ The 
Captain then endeavoured to hide the Re- 
gret which filled his Heart, for Fear of 
not appearing ſufficiently, grateful, He 


told my Lord, the Obligation was 


equal, he had ſupplied all his appa- 
« rent Wants; of the particular Tem- 
per of his Mind his Lordſhip could 
„ not be a Judge; he had done all 


ſoggeſt, 


„ that. Compaſſion and Generoſity could 
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« ſuggeſt, to make him happy; and, 
% Sir,“ ſaid he, hope, my Tears were 
* the Effect of a poor Deſpondency ; 
« your Goodneſs has raiſed better Thoughts 
„in me; the Change of Climate may 
«© repair my Conſtitution, and, I may, in 
© a few Years, return in Health to. my 
„ dear; Wife and Children.” - However, 
ſo far was his Heart from the Chear- 
fulneſs he endeavoured to expreſs, that 
Tears ran down his Cheeks, in Spite of 
all his. Efforts to reſtrain them.; and 
finding himſelf unable to controul Emo- 
tions which he thought were a Kind of 
Ingratitude to his Benefactor; he juſt 
fummoned up Strength enough to return 
him Thanks once more, and then went 
out of the Room. £915) 
No ſooner was the Door ſhut than 
the Violence of his Grief found its Way, 
and, with- his unavailing Endeavours to 
conceal it, I really feared would have de- 
ſtroyed him on ,the Spot. We had fol- 
lowed him, immediately, which height- 
ened his Diſtreſs, as he wiſhed to re- 
main unſeen. When he got into the 
Fall, my Lord deſired him to accom- 
pany us into a Parlour, of which we 
opened the Door, and, thereby, preſented 
to 
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8 his View, his Wife and Children; 
my Lord having ſent for them all up 
to Fown, in order to give him this joy- 
ful Surprize, and to have the Pleafure of: 
being Witneſs to it, and to procure a 
Meeting in Caſe he had chofen m go to 
the Weſt- Indies, Even the beloved Carolin: 
knew not half my Lord's: Purpoſe“ I 
was ſoon apprehenſive we done 
Harm by the Suddennefs of this Inter- 
view z for the in fainced' away in- 
ſtantly, and was o a Time before 
he was t'tof himſelf, chat I feared 
the Joy had been too-ftrong for his weak 
T of Life. His Wite ſeemer| great- 
terrified, and her Behaviour indicated 
e Affection which every Action! of her 
Life had ſhewn. The of hie 
Senſes reſtored the general Joy y which 
increaſed to @ grear - of Extacy;. 
when my Lord in him, that he 
had the Choice of a Majority in a Regi- 
ment going to the - Indies, or to be a 
Captain of Horſe here ' (having. received 
the Promiſe of the latter, after he ſent for 
his Family) which he now imagined he 
would prefer z adding, to leflen the 

« Uneaſineſs you ſeem under for your 
\ « Family, here ate Bills to the Value 
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4 of: 1460]. and T will furniſh for you 
© the Houſe you ſhall take, let it be 
& where it will.“ Their Joy roſe to a 
Height that muſt have been painful; they 
looked on my Lord with Adoration, and 
ave Wey to Raptures that would have 
a' Heart the moſt inſenſible to che 
Senſations of others, to partake of theirs. 
How much my Lord did fo, was viſible 
in his Countenance; for I never faw any 
Thing kke the Blifs expreſſed in it; he 
feemed te fee] a more tblid Delight than 
they did'; and ! can eaſily imagine he 
did ſo. 1 think their Satisfaction could 
 fearcely exceed mine; but his muſt be 
higher, as he had the inexpreſſible Plea- 
fore of having been the Cauſe of their 
Happineſs, added to that of ſceing it, 
Their E of Gratitude were the 
moſt lively thar coud be, and they 
feemed not to know whether moſt to 
felicitate and careſs cath other, or to thank: 
their Bene factor. did both in a 
Breath, and were in am Agitation of Joy: 
ſearcely to be imagined, till on enume- 
rating the Comforts he had thus be- 
ſtowed on them, they all melted into 
Tears with Exceſs of Delight; nor could 
either my Lord or myſelf, refrain from 
Joining 
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joining with them. This, in ſome, Mea- 
ſure compoſed them, and they began 
to take Leave of us with the moſt ar- 
dent Acknowledgments. The Captain 
aſked my Lord Pardon for the Reluctance 
with which he received the firſt News of 
his Bounty ; adding, that he hoped 
„ his Lordſhip would excuſe what was 
* cauſed by the Love of his Wife, if 
* he conſidered how very irkſome any 
« Gift would be to himſelf, that ſhould 
„ oblige him to leave his Lady. For 
« he could ſee from his Behaviour, as 
„ well as know it from the Charms Na- 
ture had beſtowed on her, that he 
« was a, very ſtrong Inſtance of conjugal 
Affection.“ Oe Caged with wiſh- 
ing us to live to a happy o e toge- 
68, and they de e e 
raiſed Bluſhes in both my Lord and my- 
ſelf by their Miſtake, and mine were in- 
creaſed by my Lord's watching my Coun- 
tenance. I never before ſaw him do ſo 
ill natured a Thing, as to make any one 
ſuffer a Moment's Uneaſfineſs even from 

Baſhiulnels. ; 20 re 281 
I wondered why theſe People ſhould 
imagine us married; as a Man may have 
many Friends, but can have only one 
| : Wife, 


OPHELIA. 257 
Wife; the Probability was, in my Opi- 
nion againſt them; and I could no other- 
wiſe account for an Error that had ſo 


diſconcerted us both, than from a Belief 


that it proceeded from the Appearance 
of more Aﬀection in my Lord's Beha- 
viour, than was uſual between Perſons 
united by no dearer Tie than Friend- 
ſhip. This Conſtruction was too agree- 
able for me to perplex myſelf by ſeek- 
ing any other. 

The Happineſs 1 had of late enjoyed, 
was doomed to be of ſhort Continuance, 
The Evening of the Day in which my 
Lord had given ſuch Felicity, by his Ge- 
neroſity to the diſtreſſed Captain and 
his Family, I went to an Aſſembly ; 
at my Coming from thence, my Foot- 
man was not to be found, and, to avoid 
the Trouble of returning into a crowded 
Room, 1 got into my Chair, and went 
away without . him. As my Chairmen 
were carrying me under a dead Wall 
that was in my Road, they were ſtop- 
ped by ſome Men, who pulled me out 


of my Chair, and forced me into ano- _ 


ther, which they had brought for that 
PUrPEge. -- - - M 1 
1 21 The 
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The Place being little frequented, 
Screams were not heard, and what. little 
Courage Nature had beſtowed on my 
Chairmen, was quite overcome by the 
ſuperior Number of the Enemy, and 1 


was carried off without Reſiſtance. 


Every Step increaſed my Terror; 
but yet conſcious that the Shrilneſs of 
a female Voice muſt be almoſt as uſe- 
ful in po Streets as a Weapon 
of Defence, I endeavoured to let dowa 
the Windows of the Chair, that I might 
the eaſier make myſeif heard. | But this 
Attempt I perceived in vain: 1 then 
broke a Pane of Glafs, but luſtead of 
receiving any Benefit thereby, found 
that they were caſed with Wood 
on the Ourfide, If to prevent 
the very Thing 1 intended. Thi Diſco» 
very, however, explained to me the fud- 
den Darkneſs which had immediately fol- 
lowed the putting me into the Chair, 
and / increaſed - the Terrors, which the 
other — alone would have rect» 


dered ſufficient. - | - 
However, — to give up t 

Hope, of which I was thus in Reaſon 
deprived, I exerted my Voice 10, its 
A. 4 : : loudeſt 
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loudeſt Key, flattering myſelf with 2 
Poſſibility that it might be diſtinguiſh- 
ed by ſome chance Perſons paſſing cloſe 
to the Chair, whoſe Compaſſion might 
lead them to enquire the Cauſe. But 
this Effort only ſerved to ſpend my 
Spirits the more entirely. The Men 
who attended me, I imagined, kept eve- 
ry one elfe from coming within Hear» 
ing, and we proceeded without Moleſta- 
tion till we arrived at the Houſe where 
we were deſigned to ſtop. The Chair 
carried me into the Hall, I was led in- 
to a dark Room, and there left to my 
own Thoughts, with Subject for Me- 
% ditation even to Madneſs,” | 
It would be in vain, ſhould I at- 
tempt. to deſcribe my Terrors; I had 
heard of Robberies and Murders ; I was 
not conſcious of having given ſuch Of- 
fence to any one, as ſhould incline them 
to  perpetrate ſo horrid an Action; but 
then, ſo much Ceremony ſeemed unne- 
ceſſary for a Robbery, which might have 
been performed with more Eaſe and Ex- 
pedition. Thus I remained terrified and 
perplexed, fearing every Thing, yet fix- 
ing upon nothing, till I was almoſt diſ- 
abu tracted 
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trafted. with my Apprehenſions, from 
which, I was, at laſt, - relieved, by ſee- 
ing the Door open. The Terrors of 
Expectation were ſo increaſed; by the 
Approach of the Danger which 1 feared, 
that, no longer able to | ſupport the A- 
gonies it raiſed, Life forſook me; and 
1 fainted away before I could diſtinguiſh 
for whom the Door was, opened, 


= . 1 


* 
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„CH A P. AKA 
Y Horrors did not end with the 
fainting Fit they had occaſion- 
I, I came to myſelf in Apprehenſions 
no leſs dreadful than if certain Death 
had awaited me. Fear paints in very 
ſtrong Colours; my Imagination repre- 
ſented to me armed Men, of moſt tre- 
mendous Mien and mercileſs Behaviour; 
it cloathed them like the Murderers in 
Macbeth, with the additional Terrors 
they would wear when one's ſelf was to 
become the Victim of their Cruelty. 

I could not immediately venture to look 
up, and when I did, it was not directly 
that the Appearance of a fine Woman, 
richly and gaily dreſſed, could diſpel thoſe 
dreadful Ideas from my Brain. How- 
ever, her Endeavours to calm the Fears 
ſhe had raiſed, at laſt ſucceeded ; and 


when ſhe perceived me, in ſome Degree, 
come to my Senſes, ſhe' ſat down by 


me, with a Countenance, which, under a 


Smile, tried to conceal, Dejection, _ 
and Diſdain ; but ſo ineffectually, t 


at any other Time, every Glance would 
have 
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have diſcompoſed and alarmed me; but 1 
now beheld her with Pleaſure 3 for how- 
ever terrible a Woman's Rage may be 
to a Mind at Eaſe, yet her Face was more 
ſweet than Mercy and Benevolence, Fork 
compared to the. im Murderers. m 
cy had farmed. wr f 
She left me ſome Leiſure. 6 recover 
my ſelf before ſhe broke Silence, during 
which Time I recollected her to be the 
Marchionefs of Trunte, whom I had often 
met in * though ſhe had never 
condeſcended to (| to me, and had 
always: caſt fuch diſdainfyl Glanges upon 
me, as made me not more forward to 
court her Acquaintance than ſhe ſeemed 
pang of cultivating mine; on the con- 
„I uſcd to keep = fat — a Diſ- 
— 41 could po ing her as if 
my Mind had ſome eg of the Un- 
eaſine ſs I was to ſuffer from har. 12008 
At length, ſhe began thus, Though 
«« jt may mortify my Pride to confeſs my 
« Love to a [ſucceſsful Rival, yet my 
, De requires I ſhouſd inform you, 
* that I have long entertained a particu- 
* lar Affection for Lord , and 


Pin once Reaſon to believe it was 
4 not without Return ; —— now his 
« Views 


( 
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« Views are more humble, and he con- 
« fines his Deſires to Objects eaſier ob- 
« tained, I cannot longer endure to ſee 
« him thus debaſe himſelf, neglecting a 
State of Happineſs that might be as 
“ lafting as his Life; but, as I don't chuſe 
* to confer fo great an Obligation as 1 
*. ſhould, by declaring my Care for him, 
I have taken this Method of conſulting 
« at once his Welfare and my own.“ 
She then offered me an Income ſupe- 


rior to that he gave me, on Condition, 


« would promiſe, never, from that Hour, 
„ to fee, to write, or Satin vu 
« Meſſage to hun.” 

With great Warmth, I told her, GI 
* would not enter inte ſuch an Engage- 
« ment, could ſhe reward me with the 

Poſſeſſion of all Zurope; na, not to 
* ſave my Life ;- becauſe, | I believed, I 
* ſhould 40 be able to perform it; and 
« I would never make a Promiſe fo con- 

* trary to my Happineſs, as it would be 


« bringing myſelf into an almoſt irreſifti- 
* ble Temptanon to break it. 
Wonderfully ſcrupulous truely,” 

« plied her Ladyſhip; but how 2 
„ ſoe ver moſt Peo nay be, you Wnd 
66 my 2 Endeavours to diſco- 


ver 


: 
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% ver you, have not proved fruitleſs: 
And J muſt tell you, it would be more 
4 wiſe to accept the Propoſal I have ſo 
* generouſly made you, and to ſpend 
your Time in making Peace with Hea- 
ven, and rendering yourſelt fit for Death, 
with which our Mortality threatens us 
e every: Hour, than perſiſt to glory in 
« Wickedneſs, with ſuch- unparalleled Im- 
te pudence.” 
. I was ſo ignorant of the Marchioneſs's 
Meaning, that my Anſwer could not be 
very much to the Purpoſe ; but it was 
ſpoke with that Spirit which ſuch -ground- 
leſs, and, to me, unaccountable Abuſe 
could not fail of raiſing in a Diſpoſition 
like mine. Its Effect was natural; her 
Temper was combuſtible, and, conſequent- 
ly, being kindled by the Fire in mine, 
burſt into Flame. She roſe from her 
Chair in a violent Rage, telling me, “ ſhe 
„ would no longer give the Power of 
% Choice to ſo inſolent a Creature, but 
© by Force perform what I would not 
* conſent to; for ſhe would convey me 
* to ſuch a Diſtance, that I ſhould no 
longer ſee and bewitch Lord Dorcheſter.” 
þ was very ſenſible of the Terrors of 


this Menace; but could not ſtoop to 
I one 
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orf® whoſe unworthy Treatment of me 
gave little Hope of Redreſs from her 
Compaſſion z; what Mercy can we expect 
from thoſe who are void even of Juſtice. 
I told her with an Air of Indignation 
that ftill rendered me more qualified to 
converſe with her, than I thought I could 
have been, that I would never conſent 
„ to my own Unhappineſs, whatever her 
« Power might inflict. Adding that, 
« it would not redound greatly to the 
„Honour of Lady Trente, to have made 
«© a Woman unhappy, who deſerved no 
„Evil from her.“ 

The Marchioneſs did not deign to give 
me any Anſwer beſide a diſdainful Smile, 
then turning to a Woman who was juſt 
come into the Room, but had kept a ſtrict 
Silenee, Herner, ſaid the, „take this 
« Wretch under your Care. See ſhe is 
well guarded,” and that ſhe has no 
Means of correſponding with any one, 
<« either before or after ſhe leaves this 
« Town. Watch her well on the Road, 
„ but never converſe with her; for I 
* could not forgive any Relation of mine, 
+ who ſhould ſo far debaſe herſelf,“ 
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The obſequious Herner curtſied, and 
promiſed exact Obedience, and then they 
both departed, leaving me to my own 
Reflections, which were not much inter- 
rupted for three Days; for ſo long was 
I locked up in that Room, where was 
no Bed, by. whoſe: Refreſhment I might 
alleviate either my mental or bodily Un- 
eaſineſs. R in 
A little Fire was afforded me, and a 
bare Sufficiency of meagre Food, little ſu- 
rior to Bread and Water. I have ſince 
bad Charity enough to believe, her La- 
dyſhip thought Faſting and Mortification 
moſt ſalutiferous for my Soul; of whoſe 
State, it ſeems, ſhe had entertained no 
very favourable Opinion, My Door was 
never unlocked, but to let in the neceſ- 
ſary Supports of my Exiſtence, and all 
theſe Offices were performed with ſuch ſi- 
lent Gravity, as gave a greater Air of 
Melancholy and Solemnity to a Situation, 
Which, your Ladyſhip will allow, was in 
none of its Circumſtances, very lively and 
My chief Attendant was a little Girl 
of ten or eleven Years; old; who when- 
ever ſhe came in, ſtartled at me, * 
— 9 % | a 
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1 had been a Monſter. If I ſpoke to 
her, ſhe would run away, and if I of- 
fered to ſnatch hold of her, would ſcream 
as if I was going to murder her, It 
ſhe was obliged to paſs me, ſhe would 
take as large a Circumference to avoid me, 
as if the imagined I had drawn an en- 
chanted Circle round my Chair. I need 
not ſay, that my Mind was in a very un- 
ealy State; I had a Love for Freedom 
which ill agreed with Impriſonment; and 
I hourly repined at having exchanged the 
Pleaſures of Lord Dorcheſter's Converla- 
tion for the moſt odious Solitude, with 
no Object to entertain my Eyes, or raiſe 
new Ideas in me; denied the Sound of a 
human Voice, or any Thing that might in 
any Degree divert my Thoughts from the 
Pains of my preſent Situation, or from the 
Tears of what farther Puniſhment might 
ſtill be in Store for me. Without even 
the Means of expoſing a Body fatigue 
with Want of Reſt, and worn out with 
Grief and Terror, A Mind leſs pain- 
fully affected than mine, would have 
found ſome Difficulty in ſleeping in an 
uneaſy Chair; to me, it was ſo near im- 
poſſible, that I had but a few Moments 

N 2 Reſpite 
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Reſpite from my anxious Reflections, the 
whole Time I was there, Nothing more 
diſtreſſed me, than the Notion of my 
Lord's Uneaſineſs at tmmy ſudden diſa 

aring; and I know not how I could 


have been ſupported under all the Per- 


oy and Perturbation of my Mind, had 
not formed great Hopes of making my 
Eſcape, when Time ſhould have' abated 
the Rigour of their Vigilance, I thought 
I had ſo much greater Reaſon to be di- 
ligent in diſcovering the Means of get- 
ting from thence, than they could have 
for keeping me there, that, I muſt, at 
length, be able to effect it. I flattered 
myſelf, that my Lord's Search after me, 
would give me another Chance. I ima- 
gined he muſt hear of the Violence with 
which I had been carried away, and could 
not doubt, but his Affection would eon- 
trive to reſcue me. — 

By theſe Hopes, I was kept from ſink- 


ing into abſolute Deſpair, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of exerting ſome Command over 
myſelf, gave me Spirit to go through 
three Days of this painful Confinement, 
with more Fortitude than 1 could have 
expected. The third Evening of this my 

enforced 
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enforced Reſidence, Mrs, Herner made 
her Appearance, and told me, We 
« were to go into the Country the next 
„ Morning.” I aſked, „if the Marchi- 
de oneſs was to be of the Party.” To 
my inexpreſſible Satisfaction, ſhe anſwer- 
ed in the Negative, but added, “that 
* I was to be guarded as carefully as if 
« I - was under her Ladyſhip's Eyes. 
Though, perhaps, ſhe might a little 
« exceed her Orders in her Care for my 
« Convenience; for, ſhe could not but 
„ confeſs, my Perſon, and the Dignity 
* which accompanied my Grief, without 
« any Mixture of Rage or Impatience, 
had prejudiced her ſo much in my Fa- 
vour, that, ſne was ſorry ſhe was for- 
hid converſing with me.“ 

L could not help thanking her for her 
Humanity; the leaft Inſtance of Tender- 
neſs was now particularly dear to me. 
The Compariſon my Mind drew between 
her and her right honourable Couſin, re- 
preſented her in moſt advantageous Co- 
lours. I immediately conceived: Hopes of 
finding favourable Opportunities for my 
* Eſcape, either in my Journey, or in my 
Reſidence: with one - whoſe re" 

| might 
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might make her leſs deſirous of detain- 
ing me, conſequently leſs vigilant than 
the: Marchioneſs. | 2 

Before ſhe left me, I begged that if 
I was ſtill to live with Mates, ſhe would 
give me a Book; with which ſhe rea- 
dily complied. Her Complaiſance gave 
me no Reaſon to admire her Taſte, I 
ſhould have been very ſorry to have had 
my Studies long under her Direction; 
however, ſimple as the Book was, I pre- 
ferred it to the Chaos of my own Mind; 
and was leſs offended at the Folly of the 
Author, than I ſhould have been at my 
own in ſo long a Series of Thoughts, 
as I was not inclined to bluſh for his 
Fooliſnneſs. Before the Marchioneſs went 
to Bed, ſhe came into my Dungeon, to 
renew the Offers ſhe had at firſt made, in 
hopes, I ſuppoſe, that my Captivity had 
humbled me; but, when ſhe found- my 
Reſolution remained unſhaken, ſhe in- 
formed me, that, I was going to a Fa- 
„% mily Manſion, which was ſo very diſ- 
« mal and forlorn, that it wonld make 
me repent my Obſtinacy, and I might 
* depend on ſpending my whole Life 
there, unleſs I would agree to the Terms 
*« propoſed.” 


My 


1 


— 
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My Anſwer was, that, Nothing could 
« appear ſo dreadful to me, as loſin 
“ the Converſation of Lord Dorcheſter, 
“ and leaving him in ſuch Uncertainty, 
„ concerning the Occaſion of it.” 

The Marchioneſs replied, that, my 
« rejecting her Offer, would not pre- 
« vent the * I ſeemed moſt * 
©< ſince ſhe wou er TAK eCare he ſhou | 
e hear of me.“ Without any 


3 


further Diſcourſe, ſhe left the Room, 


— 


The End of Vo r. I. 
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